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     The Moor serves as one of the checks and balances of district and school policies. It is an open forum for 
the campus population and one of the records of Alhambra High Schoolʼs history. The Moor is not a vehicle 
for the promotion of any school organization, individual and/or activity, excluding those promoted via paid 
advertisement. The Moor is protected under the First Amendment of the United States Constitution and Cali-
fornia Education Codes 48907 and 48950.
        The Moor encourages students, faculty and community members to submit Letters to the Editor. Topics 
need not deal with stories previously published but should pertain to issues affecting the school and/or sur-
rounding community.
     Letters can be delivered to C-225, or the The Moor s̓ suggestion box in the Activities Offi ce at least one 
week in advance. For legal reasons, The Moor cannot publish letters written anonymously but can withhold the 
name of the writer at their request. The Moor also reserves the right to refuse publication when the opinions 
expressed or issues discussed have been previously addressed or are of no relevance to the campus community 
and/or surrounding areas as deemed by the Editorial Board.
Note: Issue reviewed and edited by adviser for content and journalism standards.
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“A school is a community of ideas; as 
long as youʼre not preaching in school 
or saying that you must follow this re-
ligion, it doesnʼt violate the separation 
between church and state.”

- Willis Zhang, junior

“Itʼs freedom of speech. Singing songs 
at a talent show isnʼt even teaching reli-
gion. We teach mythology in school and 
thatʼs fi ne with everyone.”

- Alejandro Prado, senior

“Students have their own choice and 
their own rights. People canʼt force 
them not to sing certain songs.”

- Katherine Castro, freshman

“People might be offended, especially 
if they belong to a different religion or 
atheist. This could cause confl icts or 
even riots.”

- Kent Jitpatima, freshman

“Itʼs fi ne. Theyʼre not forcing you and 
singing ʻI want you to [join] my reli-
gion.  ̓Itʼs just expressing a belief and 
everyone has the right to express.”

- Valerie Cadral, sophomore

6

At Superior Elementary School of California, a student was banned from 
singing a Christian song that mentioned Jesus “too many times,” according 
to the school. This event brought up questions concerning First Amendment 

and the separation of church and state.
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Is it appropriate to express religious
beliefs in a school setting?


