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How would you feel if the fate 
of your educational quality de-
pended on the roll of a dice? For 
some students, this roll can serve 
as the deciding factor between 
their success or failure as adults. 

As a result of the declining 
credibility of public schools 
nationwide, many concerned 
families have turned to charter 
schools in order to provide their 
children with a better education. 
Like traditional public schools, 
charter  schools are tuition-free 
public schools that are supported 
by taxpayer funds and bylaw, are 
required to accept anyone who 
applies. Charter schools differ 
from public schools in the way 
that they have more freedom to 
make decisions that are in the best 
interest of their students. In other 
words, they operate outside of the 
traditional school district bureau-
cracy and rules. With only 5,000 
charter schools nationwide, fami-
lies have been forced to compete 

against one another to enroll in 
these schools.

Due to high student enrollment, 
certain charter schools in the Unit-
ed States, such as the Knowledge 
is Power Program (KIPP) in Los 
Angeles, CA and SEED Charter 
School in Washington, D.C., have 
been forced to base their enroll-
ment on a lottery system under a 
Federal law.  A growing number 
of students are applying to charter 
schools because they hold higher-
performance rates in comparison 
to the traditional public schools 
in their respective areas. The only 
problem with this is that students 
who are not chosen in the lottery 
are forced to go to schools with 
lower performance rates.

For Daisy Esparza, an elemen-
tary school student living in East 
Los Angeles, enrolling at KIPP 
was her only option of escaping 
the poor education offered in her 
school district, where six out of 
ten students do not graduate from 
high school. Daisy was only in the 
fifth grade, but she already knew 

Staff Editorial: 
 In education, the ability for students to grasp 
a curriculum is crucial to success.  As many stu-
dents are unique, the class should reflect each 
individual’s needs.  In a shallow overview of 
demographics, an obvious distinction would be 
based on gender. Now, if that were an influential 
aspect for success, also consider the impacts in 
the classroom.
 Woodward Avenue Elementary School in 
Florida transformed boys 
labeled with ADHD, pass-
ing at 37% on a state stan-
dardized test, to becoming 
proficient students with a 
86% passing rate another 
year, by placing them in a 
single-sex environment. On 
the other hand, girls would 
study a curriculum that em-
powers them to free them-
selves from traditional re-
straints, such as stereotypes 
about “girl subjects” and “boy subjects.” Some 
consider being around the same sex socially com-
fortable. Where everyone has more similarities, 
there may be relief from self-consciousness and 
judgment. There must be something right about 
the single-sex setting.
 However, gender is not necessarily an obstacle 
to an individual’s academic success, while there 
are many other factors that may contribute to 
one’s opportunities to do better in class. The out-

look for success may be determined by one’s cul-
tural or socioeconomic background, especially 
when many single-sex schools receive privately-
funded resources in class. While the matters of 
finance are set aside, the disadvantages set in. 
 Segregating students by gender, in the name 
of necessity, gives the notion that boys and girls 
are unequal in ability. This may reinforce stereo-
types instead of breaking them.

 Many single-sex 
schools in the past were 
meant to reinforce gender 
roles. Girls’ schools, for 
example, would restrict 
girls in a cult of domestic-
ity.  Although many those 
schools have progressed 
to contemporary ideals of 
personal empowerment, 
the co-educational class-
room promotes equality, 
where all participate in the 

same place without being separated. 
 Each environment has social or academic ad-
vantages. Perhaps, in eliminating the potential 
gender conflicts, students will be able to focus 
on academics. However, single-sex schooling is 
not the right option for every student, and it may 
have social disadvantages. Since students’ per-
formances do not wholly rely on their gender, a 
single-sex environment is not necessarily more 
beneficial than a co-ed one.

CAT’S CRADLE

	 When	 people	 realize	 the	
truth,	 they	 look	 at	me	 like	 I	
have	three	heads.
	 “Oh...	you’re	a	feminist.”
	 I’ve	 never	 understood	 this	
reaction.	 I	 don’t	 understand	
why	my	friends	respond	with	
a	 tone	of	disgust	 and	 confu-
sion,	as	if	the	stigma	that	all	
feminists	 don’t	 shave	 and	
hate	 men	 is	 true,	 and	 I’ve	
suddenly	 morphed	 into	 that	
stereotype.	 I	don’t	see	why	 I	
have	to	hide	the	fact	that	I	be-
lieve	in	the	power	of	women,	
that	 I	 have	 to	 feel	 ashamed	
when	 my	 peers	 discover	
that—gasp—I	care	about	the	
injustices	women	 face	 in	 to-
day’s	society.
	 I	don’t	understand	how,	 in	
the	 21st	 century,	 advocat-
ing	 for	 women’s	 rights	 has	
become	 something	 others	
frown	upon.
	 Maybe	my	 peers	 have	 de-
cided	that	being	a	feminist	is	
unnecessary;	after	all,	the	age	
of	 suffragettes	 is	 long	 over.	
But	 it’s	 the	 fact	 that	 people	
still	 think	 it’s	 acceptable	 to	
throw	 around	 offensive,	 de-
meaning	 comments	 about	
women	 when	 they	 wouldn’t	
dare	 say	 something	 that	
could	be	perceived	as	 racist,	
that	 it’s	 respectable	 to	 fight	
for	gay	rights,	for	civil	rights,	
for	animal	rights—but	not	for	
women’s	 rights,	 that	 makes	
me	believe	otherwise.
	 Just	 for	the	record,	 I	don’t	
hate	 men	 and	 my	 personal	
hygiene	 is	 pretty	 typical	 for	
a	teenage	girl.	And	in	the	fu-
ture,	 I’m	 not	 going	 to	 deny	
any	more	 accusations.	 Yes,	 I	
am	a	feminist;	yes,	 I	want	to	
empower	 women;	 and	 no,	 I	
am	not	ashamed.
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where she wanted to go to college 
in order to become a veterinarian. 
Because of her family’s financial 
struggles, private school was not 
an option. Unfortunately, with 
only ten spots available at KIPP 
for the 135 students applying, 
Daisy only had a 14% chance of 
getting in. She was not chosen. 

Critics of charter schools argue 
that they divert funds away from 
traditional public schools. A study 
by the National Alliance of Pub-
lic Charter Schools revealed that 
charter schools face similar, if not 
more, financial barriers than pub-
lic schools. Despite this, charter 
schools have shown dramatic stu-
dent achievement growth, gradua-
tion rates and college acceptance 
rates, particularly in low-income 
communities, according to the 
Broad Prize Foundation.

Regardless of a school’s tra-
ditional public or charter status, 
they should all be held account-
able for their performance and 
student achievement. Unlike tra-
ditional public schools, charter 
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Sorry for Caring

Dress Right for 
Flight

Once upon a time, people wore prop-
er, well-fitting clothes rather than the 
low-cut shirts, short skirts and pants two 
sizes too big. Though everyone is en-
titled to have their own unique fashion 
sense, places such as airports have de-
cided to implement a dress code. 

Although airports have not enforced 
dress code, there are standards to follow. 
A staff member may deem sagging pants, 
missing shoes and revealing clothing in-
appropriate. The person will be asked to 
change their attire. If a person refuses to 
comply, the staff calls security and has 
them removed from the premises wheth-
er the passenger is on their flight or not. 

It is reasonable for the staff to ask pas-
sengers with inappropriate clothing to 
change into proper attire because chil-
dren are likely to be on board and it is 
unjust to expose them to this inappropri-
ate clothing—or lack thereof.

An airport that regulates what people 
wear on airlines can create an environ-
ment where no one is uncomfortable be-
cause of someone else’s revealing attire. 
After all, there are few people who want 
to see the color of the underwear of the 
person sitting next to them. 

Evaluating the Benefits of  
Gender-Based Education

schools must go through a testing 
period in which they are evaluated 
on multiple factors including stu-
dent achievement. These tests decide 
whether or not a charter school will 
remain open. Although closing pub-

lic schools with low-performance 
rates is considered unfair by some 
standards, there comes a point when 
schools are doing a disservice to the 
community by providing their stu-
dents with a poor education.


