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Across the nation, high school
seniors have probably received
their class ranking. That class
ranking is representative of your
high school success—well, somewhat. Class rankings are used to
measure how well a student performs in comparison to their fellow classmates. In addition, many
colleges and universities ask for
class ranking on their undergraduate applications, making it a factor considered
during admissions process.
Not only do admission
sofﬁcers ﬁnd it necessary
for students to have a class
rank, scholarship committees
tend to look at these rankings as
a component in awarding scholarships to students.
About 45% of high schools
in America have class rankings.
Many colleges prefer that students
report their class rankings. This
way, admissions ofﬁcers do not
need to place even more emphasis
upon standardized test scores. But
as much as these admissions ofﬁcers would like to see a studentʼs
class ranking, many schools con-

tinue to avoid class rankings.
How could that be?
Itʼs no shock that a student, parent or even high school administrator would support the removal of
the system of class rankings. And
as a student, itʼs an awful feeling
to know that you
may not

b e
viewed the
same as another student
because of this number. As said in
the 2006 New York Times article
“Schools Avoid Rankings, Vexing
Colleges,” often times, students
are separated in class rankings by
a few hundredths of a point in the
four-point grading system. For

competitive high schools, public
and private, the gap between a
student ranked second and a student ranked 14th could be a speck.
Unfortunately, a student may feel
discouraged by the tiny numbers
that can cause this difference in
ranking.
Based

o n
personal
experience, class ranking is disheartening. The thought
of ranking the same as another
student who may not have challenged themselves with an honors
or Advanced Placement course
may cause a feeling of deﬁciency. No, Iʼm not saying that these

students are lazy or unable to
achieve success, but is it right to
put all students on the same level?
It very well looks like all students
are seen on the same level when
we touch base with the topic of
class ranking, but Iʼm optimistic
that my entire transcript will be
put into account, rather than these
“signiﬁcant” ﬁgures attached to
me.
In the end, class rank just seems
to be one of those cut-throat
competitions for students to
race to the top. Yes, worry is a big factor when it
comes to class rankings.
But if we strive to do our
best and put ourselves up
for the challenges that come
with education, then Iʼm positive that this number attached to
my name doesnʼt represent me
and my achievements in my academic career. I have the impulse
to say that I have little concern
with these digits alongside my
transcript, but in reality, thereʼs
no way to run from the horrors of
class ranking—unless something
is changed in this ranking system.
Until then, weʼll just have deal
with it.

Below Basic, Proficient or Advanced.
Where do you belong?
Think of your favorite teacher. What strategies did he or she utilize?
The goal of a teacher is to ensure that all students in a classroom receive the education they deserve. Unfortunately, there is an educational
success gap between students: The gap typically exists between the
academic success of Hispanics and African
Americans against Asians and Caucasians.
This ﬂaw in education is called the achievement gap and is one of the most signiﬁcant
problems educators are trying to solve.
Teachers have developed an approach to
close the achievement gap: differentiated instruction. A teacher instructs a class of students whose academic capabilities range from
far below basic to advanced. The teacher ﬁrst
assesses the students, then groups them into
categories based on their ability or skill level.
Next, he or she would have different lesson
plans to either help the below basic group
catch up, allow the proﬁcient to practice or
challenge the advanced. Once the entire class
understands, the teacher can move on.
Realistically, the educator most likely would cater to one extreme and
neglect the latter. The amount of commitment and time required for differentiated instruction to effectively work is immeasurable. Proof of
this technique working is extremely rare. Alternatively, the advanced

Adventure Time: LGBT Catalyst?
Astrid Tovar, Staff Writer

Whether as speculation or as hinted undertones, plenty of
shows have poked fun with homosexual implications in the past.
Yet, storylines involving homosexuality, however harmless, can
stir up controversy.
In Adventure Timeʼs recent episode “What Was Missing,” interactions between two of the female characters, Marceline and
Princess Bubblegum, were laced with homosexual undertones.
Although it could just have well been friendship, speculation
was later conﬁrmed by a video posted by Frederator, Adventure
Timeʼs YouTube account.
An ofﬁcial recap video addressed the conﬂict between the two
females and suggested they “want to be more than just friends.”
Soon afterward, it was taken down by Frederator. Many fans and
LGBT supporters who caught wind of the video became frustrated with the removed prospect. And with good reason.
The question to ask is, why would they need to remove it in the
ﬁrst place? Adventure Time is a childrenʼs show, and while the
idea of encouraging tolerance at a young age seems appealing,
it shouldnʼt have been treated as an end-all means—itʼs not so
black and white. These things canʼt change over night—it takes
patience and small, careful steps. And in time, perhaps weʼll
be able to enjoy a show with genderless love without a second
thought.

could be receiving the most focus, leaving the other groups of kids
struggling to catch up. With bias residing in each of us, the idea of each
student receiving equal attention is not realistic.
The type of teacher also plays a key role. One must also take into account the teacherʼs judgment when constructing their educational capability groups. There
are detrimental effects that a student can experience by being placed in a speciﬁc group,
but more so if they were placed in the wrong
group, which can easily happen.
Students must learn to keep up with the
rigor of a course and life. Learning how to
take the initiative and ask for help when needed enables growth, not only as a student, but
also as a person. If a student doesnʼt understand a concept and does not ask for help, his
or her grade will suffer. The transition to college may be unnecessarily challenging.
In theory, differentiated instruction is a
great way for all students to learn. In reality,
it is ﬂawed and requires a very good teacher
who is willing to commit overbearing amounts of time and energy. In
the end, the achievement gap should be closed through the teaching of
good work ethic and through students taking the initiative to understand
and truly learn.
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The New Girl

So my sister has a new girlfriend. She’s
talkative, friendly and intelligent; she even
taught herself Japanese and Chinese. She’s
independent and plans to join the army to
fund her education. They’ve been dating for
two weeks.
I don’t like her.
Maybe it’s because she’s my fragile, gullible sister, but I don’t trust this new girl. In
these past two weeks, she’s called my mom
“mom,” slept over in our living room and
bragged about these depressing stories
that would traumatize any other person. With
this, I look up the tell-tale signs of pathological liars. The new girl thinks that depressing
stories are first-dinner-with-the-girlfriend’sfamily-conversation-piece worthy; I scratch
out “Table Manners” on the list of traits I
deem necessary for any girlfriend of my sister.
I also find her circumstances questionable.
She lives at her ex-boyfriend’s house just
down the street (a runaway from Wisconsin).
After a week, she’s successfully buttered my
sister up with a gift for each day–and it’s not
even the 12 days of Christmas. I figure that
a runaway living off of her ex with no job for
herself shouldn’t have a lot of money, which
reinforces the pathological liar thing.
However, while eavesdropping on their
latest at-home date, I noticed something.
My sister was having a conversation with
someone. Though usually shy and socially
withdrawn from most people, my sister was
making jokes and laughing and enjoying
someone’s company. Where I expected her
to be awkward and closed-off, my sister was
playful and enunciated her favorite band to
her new friend.
My sister has a tendency to remain the
silent partner in conversations. This sudden
change in her personality is encouraging to
those who have been trying to drag her out
of her shell for the past 19 years. Could the
new girl have this effect in just a week?
Savage animals are out there and my
sister may be incapable of spotting them,
but she’ll never know how it is to be close
to someone–affection and harm included–if
we never let her find out for herself. We can
protect her and keep her safe inside her
cage, but we’ll never know if she can survive
on her own. If we don’t move away from the
dolphin-in-captivity metaphor, then she may
never know just how many fish there are in
the sea.
Because this new girl seems to have redeeming qualities, I’ll let this one go. If she
really is the person who is coaxing my sister
into the social world, then I promise I won’t
follow them on any future dates.

