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Yearbook Staff Persists
Despite Lower Numbers
SHANNON LI
News Editor

When the yearbook comes out at
the end of the year, everyone rushes
around asking others for signatures
and pointing out their friends that
appear on its pages. But do you ever
think about how the yearbook is made
possible?
This yearʼs release will be the 97th
volume of The Alhambran Yearbook,
which holds pictures of students and
activities, including clubs and special
events. Preorders started in the beginning of the year and prices have
increased as the end of the year approaches.
In the ʻ08-ʻ09 school year, Yearbook was changed from a seventh to
a sixth period. As a result, their member count decreased due to scheduling conﬂicts.
“Recruitment is very difﬁcult. We
have students that want to be on staff,
but cannot because they need to fulﬁll
their A-G requirements,” said adviser
Jacqueline Chow.
In addition, another problem Yearbook has been facing is the departure

of its more seasoned members.
“This year, we have a lot of inexperienced people and the seniors are
gone. We have only four returning
members,” said junior Anna Wu. “Itʼs
a lot more difﬁcult.”
Yearbook held an open meeting
in January to recruit more members.
The recruitees are currently learning
about the workings of the programs
used, such as InDesign, and will join
the sixth period class next year.
“Three-quarters of the class last
year were seniors, so this year we had
to do a lot more training because we
have a lot of newcomers,” said Editor
in Chief Macy Duong. “The editors
are new as well.”
Despite these obstacles, however,
the members of Yearbook remain optimistic.
“Yearbook is a learning experience. Photographers get to learn all
the technical terms and be proud that
their work is selected and published,”
said Duong. “Freshmen who didnʼt
know graphic design are making
fresh new designs we hadnʼt thought
of before.”
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Mark Your Calendar!
March
4
Eighth Grade
Orientation
8-9
10th Grade CAHSEE
14
Daylight Savings
17
St. Patrick’s Day
Spring Play Premieres
18
“Our Town” Spring Play
MOOR photo by JOYCE TSUI
MAKING MEMORIES Juniors Macy Duong, Maegan Mungcal and
Isaac Rosete work on this yearʼs edition of The Alhambran.
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Sadie Hawkins Dance

Home Economics: Revamped

VICTORIA GAVIA
Copy Editor

MOOR photo by KATHRYN CHU
HOW TO SAVE A LIFE Senior Andrew Ly prepares to donate blood for the annual Blood
Drive held by Red Cross and Key Club on Feb. 10.

Have you ever been interested in fashion design or ﬂower
arrangement? Well, if you ﬁnd
yourself looking to further
these passions, look no further
than Future Home Makers of
America-Home
Economics
Related Occupations (FHAHERO).
This club is a part of the
larger California Association
FHA-HERO, which, according to www.hect.org, serves
as a “pre-professional organization for secondary students
enrolled in Home Economics
Careers and Technology programs in grades 6-12.”
Many students in this club
beneﬁt greatly since they are
being prepared for future occupations in many of Californiaʼs leading industries.
The careers range from po-

sitions in tourism to teaching
and education, human resources, manufacturing and marketing.
Members from AHS took
part in an FHA-HERO Competition on Feb. 26, hosted at
Fountain Valley High School.
During the competition, students from various schools
competed in events including
Culinary Arts, Scrap-booking,
Fashion Design and Table Arrangement.
Each participant receives a
packet for his or her respective category, which states the
purpose of the event, rules, an
event summary and qualiﬁcation for participation. In some
cases, students must be in a
certain grade to compete.
FHA-HERO member senior
Diana Le added that since the
club is made up of both active
and non-active members, only

event for members. There are
about 14 events to choose
from. Members will compete
against 14 other schools that
are registered with USC as
their MESA center in Southern
California. If the teams place
in the top three for any competition, they qualify to go to
regionals.
The competition they are
participating in is fairly new
and if they place in the top
three, they have a chance to go
to nationals.
“Some goals this semester for Pre-MESA day and
MESA Day are to place ﬁrst,
second and third on solo and
team math competitions,” said
President Vivian Lam. “Hopefully, we can be able to grab
top three in other competitions
as well.”

MOOR photo by STEWART RYDMAN-ESPINOSA
BIG-HEARTED MESA member senior Tony Chang and
USC medical students dissect pig hearts to better understand
anatomy.

MESA Prepares for Future Competitions

DALLA WONG
Staff Writer

Mathematics Engineering
Science Achievement (MESA)
is a program on campus that
was founded to assist students
interested in scientiﬁc majors
with training and further education.
With a weekly attendance
of over a hundred members,
juniors and seniors meet in Biology teacher Jocelyn Castroʼs
room in S-144, while freshmen and sophomores meet in
Mathematics teacher Ronnie
Wooʼs room in B-22.
The annual Jet Propulsion
Laboratory (JPL) Invention
Challenge was MESAʼs main
focus last semester. Held annually, this yearʼs goal was
to give students a chance to
create a contraption that was

capable of reaching an objec- ing hard for their upcoming
tive in teams of four to eight competitions. The ﬁrst one is
Junior Engineering Technical
members.
This time, the objective Society (JETS), taking place
was to build a device capable on March 5. Students form
of propelling a ping pong into groups and work together
to solve an
ball up approximately “I like MESA because it’s engineering
two meters a challenging club where I problem; the
high, start- can do hands-on projects group with
the best soing from a
that I’ve never done be- lution wins.
minimum of
fore.”
19 inches.
Some exOne team
- Jaylina Vay a m p l e s
from AHS
of
invenplaced ﬁfteenth out of 60 tions included a balloon with
groups in regionals and eighth weights attached to the botout of 20 teams in ﬁnals.
tom and a paper cup on the
“I like MESA because itʼs a top to hold the ping pong ball.
challenging club where I can Another advanced team built
do hands-on projects that Iʼve a car-like device that could
never done before,” said soph- climb on walls.
omore Jaylina Vay.
MESA Day, to be held in
Members are now work- April, is also an important

people who have taken a corresponding class can compete.
For example, if a member is
competing in the Culinary Arts
category, they must have taken
a cooking class in school to
qualify.
Teachers on campus also
help students prepare for their
events two to three days a
week.
“Depending on what category you are in you meet up
with the teacher who specializes in it and they can help you
and give you tips,” said Le.
During the competitions students must also follow strict
dress codes such as wearing
ofﬁcial FHA-HERO red blazers with emblems, tucked in
white dress shirts and any
other outﬁts that are required
for their category. Failure to
adhere to these rules can result
in losing points.

