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Despite Limited
Space, VAPA Credits Essential

SHANNON LI
News Editor
For many, taking a Visual
and Performing Art (VAPA)
class is a chore. Required for
graduation, VAPA classes include Drawing and Painting,
Ceramics, Guitar, Band, TriCity Orchestra, Photography,
Dance and Drama.
“What I didnʼt like about
taking a VAPA class was how
there werenʼt many to choose
from,” said senior David Xue.
“Then, when you pick something you do like, the class
might be full.”
There is only one teacher for
each VAPA class, and students
often complain about the difﬁculty of ﬁnding a class to be
placed in.
“It doesnʼt affect me because
I have the class I wanted, but
itʼs unfortunate for other people who want to try things that
arenʼt available,” said junior
Brendan Lee.
Because of budget cuts,
there are limited spaces in the

classes offered.
“I think there should be more
sections of VAPA classes so
students can study what they
want, but because of budget
cuts, they donʼt have much
choice,” said Drama teacher
Emily Coalson. “However, I
believe itʼs important to study
an art, even if it isnʼt your ﬁrst
choice.”
A student can take a VAPA
class during any year of their
high school career, but because of core classes, students
usually do not have space in
freshman or sophomore year.
“I think itʼs unfortunate because a lot of students would
beneﬁt from being in an art.
Some students want to major
in art, but because of budget
cuts, they donʼt get to take
the art classes they want to.
[Then] they wonʼt be prepared
when they get to college,” said
Drawing and Painting teacher
Connie Yim. “Everybody
should experience some type
of art before they graduate.”
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WE CAN DO IT! Members of Kaibigan service club, along with other service clubs, participate in the annual Canned Food
Drive, held by Christmas Committee. The event was postponed from December due to rain.

Replacement Teacher for Dental Assistance
JOHNNY HUYNH
Staff Writer
The Dental Assistance class
is a Regional Occupation Program (ROP) afﬁliated course,
which seeks to teach students
skills in various trades. In
this case, students were being
taught the skills that aid dentistry experts in their work.
At the end of the course,
students would become certiﬁed dental assistants, allowing
them to take on a job in the occupation if they wished to do
so.
However, instructor Josie
Vaca unexpectedly resigned
from her job in November.

Vaca made an announcement that she would quit her
position in the class.
“The class was told we
[would] no longer learn dentistry,” said junior Lucinda
Murphy. “I think it was an unfortunate situation, given [that]
we thought we were going to
get a free career [opportunity]
out of the class.”
According to Murphy, Vaca
told the class that she felt the
environment was unﬁt for
class sessions. In addition, the
fact that many students were
involuntarily enrolled provided an apathetic stance for the
class.

Vaca has been offered a full
time position in the Los Angeles Uniﬁed School District,
which she accepted.
“I think the school was not
ready for a dental assisting
class because [little] time was
put into getting the proper
equipment and classroom,”
said junior Steven Uy. “We did
not even have proper sinks.
How [can] you teach a dental assisting class if you donʼt
have water?”
The dental assistance class
was arranged during the summer and occupies a former science classroom.
ROP coordinators have ﬁn-

ished the search for instructors
to replace Vaca.
The new instructor was selected on the basis of experience and professionalism in
the dental ﬁeld.
In the meantime, substitute
teachers will continue to teach
the class.
“We are trying our best
to get someone to teach the
class,” said ROP counselor
Janice Liu. “We have found
a potential teacher who is
teaching at Pasadena City College, but it will be up to the
[districtʼs] Human Resources
[department] to complete the
process.”

GRACE CHOW
Staff Writer
There is no need to fail a
class any longer—at least
thatʼs how students at West
Potomac High School in Alexandria, Virginia feel.
Instead of receiving a letter “F” for failing, they would
receive the letter “I” for incomplete or “H” for held.
This means that the student
who receives an “I” or an “H”
will have time to make up
the course they did not pass.
However, it is different from
summer school in that it is not

separate from the school year.
The students who chose not
If a student were to receive to complete the work required
an “I/H,” they would have to to pass their course and remake up their credits during ceive an ʻI/Hʼ grade would
the
school
only have to
“It discriminates between make up their
year.
“It discrimi- students who couldn’t ﬁn- credits later
nates between ish their work [those with] on. Compared
students who illnesses or family emer- to the students
couldnʼt ﬁn- gencies.”
who spent efish their work
fort to study
- Jennie Malonek their material
[and students
who had] illwould be catnesses or family emergen- egorized along with the stucies,” said Biology and En- dents who knowingly did not
vironmental Science teacher ﬁnish their assignments.
Jennie Malonek.
“If [AHS] adopted this

program, I would like to see
certain criteria for students
to qualify for an ʻI/Hʼ, such
as a 50 percent or lower failing grade,” said World History and Classical Age teacher
Chris Cosbey.
Compared to the students
who were not able to pass the
course because they did not
fully comprehend the material, students would only be
obtaining that percentage if
they are not completing their
homework on time or if they
are not getting passing grades
on exams.

I/H Grading System Allows Second Chance
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DOOR OF WONDERS Dorothy Burkhartʼs third period
class won the Door Decorating Contest. Judging was held on
Dec. 16 by a committee from Executive.

Sadder Meals in
San Francisco

If youʼre planning to go to San
Francisco, donʼt count on getting
a Happy Meal.
In December, San Francisco
took a step with the banning
of McDonaldʼs famous Happy
Meal. The new ordinance states
that a toy cannot be provided
with a meal that does not meet a
certain standard of health. It also
requires that fruits and vegetables
be served alongside as well.
The ordinance, which took effect last December, requires that
any kidʼs meal that comes with a
toy must be under 600 calories.
The ban was previously en-

acted in Santa Clara County, and
although it was passed in San
Francisco, it was opposed by
Mayor Gavin Newsom of San
Francisco.
Despite this, the law passed
by eight votes, one more than
needed to override a veto. McDonaldʼs spokeswoman Danya
Proud expressed the franchiseʼs
discontent following the vote.
Although McDonaldʼs is not
satisﬁed with the decision, many
supporters have voiced their gratiﬁcation that something is being
done to prevent childhood obesity in America.
“It might cause a domino effect
and start in other places,” said senior David Montano.

School Attendance
Goes Electronic

Recently, a change has been
made to AHSʼ attendance policies. The readmit slip, brought to
teachers after a student is absent,
is no longer being used to clear
these absences.
Powerschool, a program in
which students are able to check
up on their grades, has added a
new feature. Teachers can log in
to their account and access their
studentsʼ attendance records.
“For the ﬁrst couple of weeks it
was a great inconvenience,” said
English teacher Melissa Fu. “But
now that the feature is available,
itʼs good.”

The readmits were removed
because students had to get them
before school started, which resulted in long lines at the attendance ofﬁce.
“The lines were too long in the
morning and the teachers didnʼt
like their students being late to
ﬁrst period,” said Attendance
Clerk Manager Josie Santos.
Teachers reported that students
would enter class late and disrupt
class due to the long lines.
“Itʼs better because teachers
are actually sure that a student is
put back in school and they can
testify that they didnʼt ditch,”
said junior Jessica Espindola.
Francesca Sotelo, Staff Writer

Shooting in Tucson,
Arizona leaves six dead
and 12 wounded
Tunisian government overthrown using Twitter
Florida teen bites back seat
of police cruiser, causing
$300 worth of damage
RETRACTION: In Issue 6, Kristin Keenan
was misquoted in the “AP Test Takers” article.
Keenan meant that “it was my experience that
students—and Iʼve had several—take AP curriculum in which they may not necessarily be
strong, or even be considering for their future
academic or career focus, simply to earn an
additional award for college applications.”

