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Skinny Jeans: Privilege or Right?
ANTHONY PEREZ
Staff Writer
 On Nov. 18, a seventh grader at Kim-
brough Middle School (KMS) in Texas was 
sent home for wearing skinny jeans. Under 
the school’s dress code, students must wear 
pants that are their size. The boy was re-
portedly sent home without any chance to 
call home and ask for a change of clothes. 
 In contrast to KMS, AHS has a policy that 
gives second chances instead of suspend-
ing students for defying dress code rules. 
For example, Student Services provides 
temporary clothing if a rule is violated.
 According to Assistant Principal of Stu-
dent Services Phuong Nguyen, there have 
been no suspensions for dress code viola-
tions this year. He believes that this can be 
attributed to a more compliant student body 
that is aware of policies. 
 Although there have been no suspensions 
yet, Nguyen stresses that students still need 
to continue to follow the rules, especially 
because some rules are mandated by the 

they want to perceive them. If you think 
my clothes are offensive, then don’t look at 
me,” said senior Anna Campagna.  
 Despite some specific points of dissatis-
faction toward dress-code policies in gen-
eral, other students are happy that AHS 
does not react as severely toward violations 
in comparison to KMS. 
 “I wear skinny jeans almost every day 
and I would be so upset if anyone ever de-
nied me my right to wear what I want. By 
denying these types of rights to students, 
we are suppressing their creativity,” said 
senior Jonathan Yip. 
 Similarly, Nguyen believes that AHS 
would never suspend a student for wearing 
skinny jeans to school. 
 “First we would give the student a chance 
to dress in appropriate clothes, then they 
can call their parents for clothes. However, 
if they come back to the office then we give 
them detention and call home. But most 
students never even get to that stage,” said 
Nguyen. 

state. 
 “We foster a lenient dress code policy 
that allows for students to express their 
First Amendment freedom,” said Nguyen. 

“However, there are specific rules that are 
stated in the Educational Code, like the 
‘spaghetti strap’ rule.”
 Despite administration’s strong effort to 
enforce dress-code compliance, some stu-
dents still try to test the school’s limits. 
 “Some of the rules that this school has 
are so pointless. I don’t understand why 
we cannot just wear spaghetti straps. I feel 
[that students] will perceive things how 

“I wear skinny jeans almost 
every day and I would be so 
upset if anyone ever denied 
me my right to wear what I 
want .”

  –Jonathan Yip

Low Numbers Affect Tournament
VICTORIA GAVIA
Co-Copy Editor
   This year, as part of an old tradi-
tion, Boys’ Federation held its an-
nual Tennis Tournament on Dec. 5. 
   Though the tennis tournament 
had been scheduled for an earlier 
date, low student sign-up numbers 
prompted Boys’ Federation to push 
the date back in order to give more 
students a chance to take part. 
   The tournament was held at the 
tennis courts and began around 8 
a.m. The competition consisted of 
a series of head-to-head matches 
amongst seven doubles teams, 14 
participants in total. 
   The teams were either all boys, 
all girls or co-ed. In addition, each 
team was able to choose an original 
team name and only had to pay a 
small fee of two dollars per person 
to enter.
   Despite rainy weather forecasts, 

the sky stayed clear and the com-
petition went on, with the players 
ready to battle it out. 
   An especially heated final champi-
onship round caused the tournament 
to run over its scheduled 1 p.m. end 
time, with 
the first place 
prize being 
awarded at 
around 1:30 
p.m. 
  The first 
place team 
was “Fear 
Our Balls,” 
composed of 
seniors Richard Nguyen and Kevin 
Ong, while the second place team, 
“Search and Seizure,” included se-
niors Daniel Situ and John Hu. 
   The grand prize winners received 
surprise gift baskets that included 
sashes, free movie ticket passes, 

new tennis balls and packages of 
overgrip, which is a soft, cloth-like 
tape that is used to wrap around the 
grip of a racket. 
  The second place winners earned 
sashes with their names on them, 

water can-
teens and new 
tennis balls. 
 T h e 
gifts were  
a r r a n g e d 
for the stu-
dents, many 
of whom are 
on the tennis 
team. 

   “The prizes were very useful,” 
said Ong, “and it was also a good 
experience for our upcoming boys’ 
tennis season.”
   Though Nguyen hoped that there 
would be more participants, he had 
a great time nevertheless. 

  “This is my second year play-
ing in it with the same partner and 
we had a great time at both tourna-
ments,” said Nguyen. “Originally, 
I entered this competition because 
it’s rare to actually have a tennis 
event, so I’m happy to support the 
effort that Boys’ Federation puts in 
towards our tennis team.” 
  According to Boys’ Federation 
member sophomore Amy He, the 
tournament was a success and the 
matches ran smoothly. 
  However, the best part was being 
able to carry on the tradition.
  “Sometimes when in a sport, play-
ers lose or forget the fun of a sport 
because of the pressure of winning 
league or CIF,” said He. “So in this 
case, for these tennis players, I’m 
glad we were able to provide them 
with a day of fun just playing the 
game.”  

“Originally, I entered 
this competition because 
it’s rare to actually have 
a tennis event.”

     -Richard Nguyen

AHS Speech & Debate Team Places 2nd in East Los Angeles League
YIFANG NIE
Co-News Editor
 AHS’ Speech and Debate team is perhaps 
one of the largest organizations on campus. 
Composed of approximately 120 members, 
the team’s members practice for their various 
events almost every day after school. Recently, 
their efforts propelled them into second place 
within their league.
 AHS is part of the East Los Angeles League, 
which includes neighboring schools San Gabri-
el, Mark Keppel and Arcadia. There are nine-
teen schools total in the league, with Gabrielino 
in 1st place and San Marino in 3rd.
 According to Co-Captain Nathan Cheng, a 
school’s position in the league depends largely 

on how well their members do in competitions. 
 “Every member earns degrees as they com-
pete. First, they earn points. The better they do, 
the more points they get. The first degree is at 
25 points, [the last at] 1500. There are seven 
possible degrees,” said Cheng. 
 To calculate a school’s overall points, the de-
grees of all the members are added up. There-
fore, the more members a team has, the greater 
the advantage. AHS currently has 247 points.
 However, Cheng and his co-captain, Felix 
Huang, both believe that being in 2nd place is 
no reason to slack off.
 “[I’m] quite happy [about being 2nd in the 
league], but then again, I feel more anxious to 
keep that position,” said Cheng.

 Huang held similar sentiments.
 “It’s rewarding, but also a challenge. Right 
now, every school is pretty much neck-to-neck. 
Anything can happen at the next tournament, so 
we have to keep working hard to keep our spot 
in league,” he said.
 Like his two captains, adviser Kevin Tong 
wants only one thing—to keep 2nd place.
 “I want to maintain it. We’re 65th in the na-
tion, out of 3,000 schools, but it changes every 
day,” said Tong.
 Cheng and Huang believe that their success 
can be attributed to the enthusiasm and dedica-
tion of their members
 “This year, the Speech and Debate team start-
ed to really lock down on its members, mak-

ing them work harder towards their individual 
events. This hard work, combined with an in-
flux of enthusiastic novices allows us to be sec-
ond in league,” said Huang.
 The team’s success extends not only to the 
captains, but also to the members and individ-
ual event leaders. For many of them, the boost 
in position is the culmination of hours of hard 
work and persistence. 
 “Being second in the league is the fruit of all 
the effort and devotion we put in the team. I feel 
that this is a good display of what our blood, 
sweat and tears led to,” said Senior Congres-
sional Captain Philip Tam.
 The team’s next tournament is the UCLA 
Speech and Debate Invitational on Jan. 2.

JOHNNY HUYNH 
Staff Writer
 During the summer, about 8.5 mil-
lion viewers tuned to “America’s Got 
Talent,” a nationwide talent show. 
Similarly, three thousand students 
were able to witness “Alhambra’s 
Got Talent,” co-hosted by Yearbook 
and Executive.
 From Dec. 2 to Dec. 4, AHS stu-
dents watched a showcase of various 
acts performed by fellow school-
mates during lunch in the Quad. No 
auditions were necessary for per-
formers to take the stage, as anyone 
with a willingness to show off their 
talents was welcomed to perform.
 “[This is a great event] because 
we’re co-hosting it with Yearbook, 
so we’re helping out a club on cam-
pus. It’s something to get the student 
body together 
at lunch, which 
sometimes we are 
lacking when it 
comes to school 
spirit,” said Exec-
utive Sophomore 
Representat ive 
Amy He.
 The performances were judged 
based on the amount of cheering by 
the audience. At the end of every cy-
cle, the performers’ names would be 
announced again to be cheered for.
 A meter was used to measure the 
loudness of the cheering. Those who 
had the lowest applause level were 
eliminated.
  The talent show consisted of three 
rounds, each of which was held on 
a separate day, during lunch. The 
first two rounds had three performers 
each, and were broken down to two 
acts for the third round.
 During the preliminary round, 
freshman Cindy Wu sang to a track 
from “Phantom of the Opera” in 

competition to senior Gustavo 
Vazquez’s guitar routine. In the next 
round, Wilson Diep showed off his 
martial arts skill. 
 “In the beginning, we were kind 
of shy. When our true colors came 
out, we had fun [performing] and it 
was cool even though we lost,” said 
sophomore Raven Logan, who was 
part of a dancing ensemble to Beyon-
cé’s “Single Ladies” that lost in the 
second round.
 On Friday, Vazquez competed 
against seniors Ashley Curiel and 
Stephanie Semerenko in the final 
round. Their fellow students gave 
the praise, but the meter gave the fi-
nal judgment; Curiel and Semerenko 
had won “Alhambra’s Got Talent.”
 “[The other acts] are good, awe-
some and had the same potential of 

winning, but we 
had fun with it and 
didn’t look at it as 
a competition,” 
said Curiel and 
Semerenko. 
 They per-
formed a dance 
routine choreo-

graphed to the “Hairspray” musical 
track “Mama, I’m a Big Girl Now,” 
“but it’s really the support from our 
fans that led us to winning,” said Se-
merenko. 
 Although five out of the six acts 
lost, there was nothing much to lose. 
If anything, life experiences were 
gained.
 “[Being in the competition] gave 
me the knowledge of performing in 
front a crowd [...] and more confi-
dence to perform in front of an au-
dience. [The performers] did their 
own thing , in addition to the enthu-
siasm from efforts [of the hosts] that 
made the show so enjoyable,” said 
Vazquez.

Alhambra 
Shows Off Tal-
ent in Quad 

“It was exhilarating 
to perform in front of 
all those people.”

-Gustavo Vazquez

Over the course of three days, Alhambra High 
students compete in a schoolwide talent show

PUTTING YOUR PENCIL TO THE TASK Acadec students from a multitude of schools furiously work during the scrimmage held at AHS on 
Dec. 5. Of the seven schools that attended, all had gone to the state competition before.

ALL WE HAVE IS NOW Winter Ball court takes the dance floor at the annual dance, 
held by Girls’ League.



KIMBERLY ONG

Co-Opinions Editor

 We all have moments of social ste-
reotyping. Someone runs a red light 
and you can hardly hear your scream 
above the din of nine other honking 
cars. You immediately assume that 
the perpetrator was an Asian woman. 
Well, supposing that it was, scientists 
at UC Irvine proclaim that her bad 
driving isn’t entirely her fault.
 A recent study by UCI neurolo-
gist, Steven Cramer, has revealed 
that bad driving is genetic. His re-
search focused on a gene variant that 
deals with memory and motor skills. 
Without that gene, the human brain 
has trouble with functional memories 
and corresponding bodily responses. 
The results of his research show that 
those without the gene perform 20 
percent worse on driving tests. 
 The frightening thing about this is 
not that genetically bad drivers ex-
ist—it’s that they account for about 
30 percent of the American popula-
tion. So forget about road bumps 
and air bags, they’re completely ar-
bitrary. Especially with the chances 
that three out of every ten drivers you 
pass could potentially kill you. And 
when you’re in that hospital bed, all 
you can blame is genetics.
 So what can we do short of banning 
them from sitting in the driver’s seat? 
We can’t resort to some Vonnegut-ish 
world, adapting our society to their 
dangerous driving so that we’d all 
be safe in our bubble-wrapped cars. 
And a Hitler-like method of prevent-
ing them from reproducing in order 
to stamp out the gene altogether 
doesn’t sound much more likely.
 However, no matter how much 
people clamor about their genetically 
inherited lack of driving skills, in the 
end it’s just a matter of personal re-
sponsibility. If someone knows that 
she is a bad driver, then she should 
avoid driving as much as she can. 
And, if not that, practice. Practice 
until good driving is no longer a 
mere memory, but a reflex. That way, 
at least the rest of us can feel better 
about walking out our front doors.

Life on the 

Sidewalk: 

Genes of 

Danger

Air to Breathe, Food to Eat, Internet to Act

O, Where for Art Thou Dear Future?
SALLY TRAN

Staff Writer

 As the University of California 
(UC)’s Board of Regents convened 
on Nov. 19 at the University of 
California, Los Angeles (UCLA) to 
approve the 32 percent increase in 
undergraduate tuition by fall of next 
year, a particularly glaring sign stood 
out from the massive crowd of hun-
dreds of student protestors: “R.I.P. 
Our Future.”
 And I couldn’t agree more.
 For far too long, the woes and sor-
rows of budget cuts have served as 
convenient excuses. Many drastic 
changes have been made to various 
programs to accommodate for the 
lack of funds, much to the dismay of 
the populace. At AHS, students have 
already witnessed the cuts from Ad-
vanced Placement courses and gen-
eral expenditure. Rather than taking 
the hits and dealing with it as high 
schools have been, the university 
system has resorted to the most ob-
vious solution—raise tuition costs so 
that students make up the difference. 
 Across the state, students on UC 
campuses rebelled strongly against 
the decision. With a cheer for non-
violent protests and sit-ins, students 
gathered from UCLA up to Univer-
sity of California, Davis. At Davis, 
students refused to leave the school’s 
administrative building. At UCLA, 
students and teachers alike gathered 
outside the building where the re-
gents met to discuss the hike. 
 Statistics reveal that the UC sys-
tem received only half as much of 
what it had received per student in 
1990. Thus, the price hike for ob-

result from the cuts. Throughout the 
system, library hours are being cut, 
teachers furloughed and teacher-
aides relieved from their positions. 
This translates into fewer hours, less 
instruction but the same amount of 
material. In short, we’re getting less 
for more. 
 The higher prices, many agree, will 
affect students who come from work-
ing and middle-class families the 
most, as they receive the most benefit 
from state-funded education. Public 
education, therefore, is an obvious 
choice for students with the drive 
to learn but possessing only modest 
funds. Post-secondary education is 
essential in obtaining a career in the 
current society, but more students are 
finding themselves needing to add a 
second or third job just to pay for it.
 Not only are students feeling the 
backlash of economic downturn, 
teachers too merge with the throngs 
of protesting students. Without 
teachers, there can be no school, no 
learning, and yet teachers throughout 
the system face the threat of being 
furloughed or laid off as a result of 
the budget crisis. In addition, some 
teachers also feel that the raise takes 
away from the students who rely 
more heavily on public education to 
reach their goals in life.
 While we proudly claim America to 
be the land of opportunities, school-
ing now appears to be solely for the 
rich. If a bad economy is the cause 
for such changes, why are students 
feeling the greatest effects? Hopes 
have been placed heavily on our 
shoulders as the “future leaders” of 
America, but the question is whether 
we can afford it.

taining post-secondary education 
was a necessary decision; as the uni-
versity president, Mark Yudof, said, 
the universities had no choice. This 
so-called necessary decision, though 
hurting all students, may have even 
more of an adverse effect on mi-
nority students. As it stands, illegal 
immigrant students cannot receive 
any financial aid at all. In addition, 

Proposition 209’s prohibition of af-
firmative action has already resulted 
in a lower ratio of minority students 
in universities.
 The phrase, “32 percent,” has al-
ready been raising eyebrows for quite 
some time, but let’s put the numbers 
into perspective. According to Col-
legeBoard.com, the cost of in-state 
tuition for UCLA is currently around 

$9,151 per student. By fall of next 
year, the tuition will have risen to 
roughly $12,079 per student. Current 
high school seniors will soon join the 
ranks of outraged university students 
as they too will be one of the firsts 
affected by the hike.
 Not only will students pay more 
for their education, they must also 
cope with the loss of resources that 

YVONNE LEE

Co-Editor in Chief

 You receive a seemingly innocent 
Facebook invitation to participate in 
an event, something along the lines 
of “Pet a Freshman Day” or “Hug an 
Asian Day.” You accept and decide to 
partake in the innocent fun.
 Despite the humorous intentions 
behind the founding of these days, 
the joke must have been lost on the 
five red-haired or “ginger” children 
at A.E. Wright Middle School in 
Calabasas, California. The red-haired 
students arrived at school and found 
themselves being repeatedly punched 
and kicked by their classmates. 
 These attacks were brought on by 
a Facebook group’s proclamation 
of “Kick a Ginger Day,” which was 
likely to be inspired by an episode of 
South Park. The particular episode 
showed a campaign against redheads. 
Although no one was seriously in-
jured in these attacks, the incident 
sparked a nation-wide media frenzy 
and brought to light the seriousness 
of these “humorous” events.
 It is astonishing that something as 
trivial as a Facebook event can bring 
forth such serious offenses. But it is 
even more frightening that the group 

has more than 2,000 fans. While it 
would be unreasonable to assume that 
all 2,048 people in the group went 
out to harass red-haired people, it 
isn’t the scale of violence that causes 
concern. It is the fact that some bored 
idiot who just felt like declaring a day 
of ginger-kicking was able to do so, 
and influ-
ence mind-
less users to 
follow suit 
and enact 
violence.
 The event 
h igh l igh t s 
the careless 
abandon of 
Internet us-
ers regard-
ing their be-
havior online. Users believe that the 
way they act and the things they post 
online are irrelevant to real life, but 
what they don’t realize is that words 
and actions carry just as much weight 
online.
 Armed with a keyboard and shield-
ed behind a monitor, a person will 
do things that they would have never 
done in real life. Crude comments 
are made without a second thought, 
provocative pictures posted up with-

out any regard to the possible conse-
quences.   
 By removing inhibitions, the Inter-
net has forever changed social situ-
ations and human interactions. From 
the beginning of time, humans have 
been forced to directly interact with 
each other. Nowadays, thanks to 

the Web, 
there’s no 
need to 
c o n f r o n t 
a n o t h e r 
human be-
ing face to 
face ever 
again. All 
a n y o n e 
has to do 
is leave a 
nasty com-

ment on someone’s Myspace page 
and be done with it. 
 The massive role of the Internet in 
our society is even more apparent in 
the case of Brett Grant. Brett created 
the group titled “If 1,170,000 People 
Join, My Girlfriend Will Marry Me.” 
Someone should probably explain 
to the poor guy that, if his girlfriend 
wasn’t ready to marry him in the 
first place, the validation of even 
1,170,000 strangers won’t be enough 

to fix their relationship. 
 People regard the Internet so high-
ly that it’s influencing the many deci-
sions people make everyday—from 
seemingly harmless ones to life-
changing ones like marriage. 
 Recently, a Maryland man tweeted 
his marriage vows and changed his 
relationship status on Facebook via 
cell phone while standing at the al-
tar. Though we’ve come far in tech-
nological advancements and though 
they have made our lives infinitely 
easier, they have also changed our 
conduct and priorities. 
 During one of the most sacred cer-
emonies of his life, the man felt the 
need to update his online status be-
fore kissing his bride. Meanwhile, a 
website intended for friendly social 
networking purposes simultaneously 
creates a chain of violence. Then 
some fool, blinded by love, pleads 
millions of strangers to convince his 
girlfriend to commit to him. 
 With these examples in mind, per-
haps instead of ridiculing these peo-
ple and their bewildering behavior, 
we should take a step back from the 
screen and reevaluate our own reli-
ance on electronics before technolo-
gy begins to make our decisions, and 
run our lives for us.  

By removing inhibitions, 
the Internet has forever 

changed social situations 
and human interactions.

  A former teacher emailed me 
amidst the frustration and excitement 
of entering the world of indepen-
dence and said, “When forces cause 
you to deviate from your original 
plans, the outcome can be even more 
interesting.” That is invaluable per-
spective to maintain—because it is 
not possible to be positive, especially 
as young people.
  Recently, my college applications 
process led to a serious reevalua-
tion of my career goals. I had spent 
all summer contemplating “college” 
only to find myself intimidated when 
my fellow applicants dauntlessly 
proclaimed their majors and even de-
tails of their planned future.  
  With college students changing 
their major an average of four times 
throughout their post-secondary ca-
reers, it’s clear to see that a decision 
made in high school, regardless of the 
confidence, may not always be the 
right one for you. Furthermore, col-
lege dropouts are a testament to the 
fact that what you plan does not al-
ways unfold exactly the way you ex-
pected. College is not for everyone, 
however, when all the conversations 
around you fixate on the aforemen-
tioned topic, it is easy to think that it 
is the right path for you. Eventually 
though, I think most people realize 
it’s not reasonable, maybe even a tad 
foolish, to think that you had your 
entire life figured out at the age of 
seventeen.
  Oftentimes, you hear success-
ful politicians, actors or writers say 
that they never dreamed they would 
be where they are. J.K. Rowling for 
example, the author of the hugely 
popular Harry Potter series, certainly 
did not anticipate living on welfare, 
or that her books would make her the 
twelfth richest woman in England. 
Anderson Cooper of CNN’s “An-
derson Cooper 360°” gave up his 
internship at the Central Intelligence 
Agency after he realized his love for 
journalism. It is just impossible to 
ensure that our teenage minds can 
accurately paint our futures. 
  It’s an easy time to become over-
whelmed; I for one know that I will 
figuratively be holding my breath 
until those acceptances start to come 
in. But many factors besides college 
will determine success;  it’s a little 
too early to start pigeonholing your-
self when there’s so much to see and 
do before you get a job, get married 
and have kids.  Ideally, all the wishes 
we make at 11:11 will come true—
and sometimes they do—but when 
they don’t, it’s not time to plan a pity 
party. It just means you’re meant to 
do something else. The sky is still in-
tact.

Stephanie Lee,
Co-Editor-In-Chief

Skies are 

Still Blue, 

All is Well

BEYOND ME
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   One all time Thanksgiving favorite that has captured the 
hearts of many is “A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving.” They 
have enjoyed Charlie Brown throughout their 
childhood and this movie is the same old 
Peanut fun added to the Thanksgiving 
holiday. This 1973 classic stars the 
whole Peanut gang who learn the 
true meaning of Thanksgiving af-
ter Peppermint Patty bravely ar-
ranges for everyone to celebrate 
Thanksgiving at Charlie’s house. 
   “This movie is about the cut-
est thing ever. It gives [both] chil-
dren and adults a timeless sort of feel-
ing,” said sophomore Pamela Ng.

Did you know...?
- “A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving” 
was sponsored by the fast-food chain 
McDonald’s.
- The movie won an Emmy Award in 
1974, the year after it aired on the CBS 
network.

 By StaffWriter Joyce Lam

‘Rugrats’: 
Thanksgiving’
 A fun and kid-friendly Thanksgiv-
ing adventure is “Rugrats’: Thanksgiving.”
    This 1997 special episode focuses on the Thanksgiving fes-
tivities happening at the Pickle’s house. Aside from the typi-
cal holiday traditions, there’s a problem when a real live tur-
key shows up at  the doorstep and the kids do whatever they 
can to keep the turkey from being served on the dinner table! 
   “It’s a good holiday cartoon,” said sophomore Alex Wang.

By StaffWriter Joyce Lam

‘A Charlie Brown 
Thanksgiving’

   One movie that keeps us on the edge of our 
seats is the 1999 classic “The Sixth Sense.”

   This scary and thrilling movie is a Halloween season 
classic starring Bruce Willis as Dr. Malcom Crowe, a 

psychologist who decides to help 8-year old Cole Sear. 
Sear is haunted by a dark secret; He is visited by 

ghosts. Sear also struggles with his paranormal pow-
ers. He is too afraid to tell anyone about his pow-
ers, except for Dr. Crowe. As Dr. Crowe tries to 
uncover the truth behind Sear’s supernatural 
abilities, the consequences are dangerous and 
frightening. The movie was released in 1999 
and made $293,501,675 in the U.S. box offices! 
   “It’s a pretty psycho and scary movie, but 
overall it’s a pretty good thriller,” said sopho-
more Steven W a n g .

- This movie 
was nominated 

for six Academy Awards, 
including Best Picture and Best Screenplay.

- By votes of the members of the Science 
Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America, 

The Sixth Sense was awarded the 
Nebula Award for Best Script 

in 1999.

        ‘The Sixth Sense’
   A very recent horror movie that has kept 
many in a state of fear is “Friday the 13th.”     
    It is a  perfect example of a much anticipated 
intense film. This remake stars “Supernatural’s 
Jared Padalecki, along with Danielle Panabaker 
as a group of fun-loving but mischievous teen-
agers who set out to reopen the eerie Camp Crys-
tal Lake, which had been closed 20 years earlier 
due to a series of unexplained deaths. However 
as this group sets out to begin their fun, hockey 
mask-wearing madman Jason Vorhees lurks in 
the woods, plotting their deaths one-by-one. 
   “I usually don’t like thrillers or scary mov-
ies, but this movie was really intense and I 
actually [enjoyed] watching it with friends,” 
said sophomore Nina Najera. This movie 

was recently released and made $91.3 
million worldwide!

-This movie won a 
Teen Choice Award for 
“Choice Movie: Hor-

ror/Thriller.”
-The fear of Friday the 13th is called Para-
skevidekatriaphobia,  a word derived from the 
concatenation of the Greek words. Paraskeví 
(meaning Friday), and dekatreís (meaning 
thirteen), attached to phobia (meaning fear).

By StaffWriter Joyce Lam

‘Friday the 13th’

Did you know...?

  
Every year, hundreds of holiday related 

movies are released worldwide. Some fare 
well in the box office until the season is over, 
while others are just plain terrible. However, 
there are a certain few that warm our hearts and 
stay in our minds. They delight both young and 
old and never feel tired or overplayed—despite 
multiple viewings. Here, we’ll explore some 
of the season’s most beloved movies and why 

they continue to win us over year after year. 

By StaffWriter Shannon  Ho

   Christmas is all about love and happiness, which 
makes the popularity of “How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas” so peculiar. The story focuses on a hairy, 
green creature living near the cheerful town of Who-
ville. The Grinch hates Christmas and decides one 
day to infiltrate Whoville and steal anything and 
everything related to Christmas. After taking every-
thing from all the citizens, the Grinch was convinced 

his plan to ruin the holiday was a success. 
However, to his great surprise, on Christmas 

morning all of Whoville still sang songs, 
and resumed the holiday—even without 
presents, decorations or Christmas trees! 

Finally, understanding the true mean-
ing of Christmas, the Grinch returns 
everything to the town and is invited to 

join the citizens at their Christmas feast.
      “I remember watching The Grinch when 

I was younger. The story’s ending was very 
heartwarming and really embodied the true mean-
ing of Christmas,” said junior Jamie Nguyen.
     Based on the book by Dr. Seuss, the beloved 
story was made into a TV special that first aired 
on CBS on Dec. 18, 1966. The half hour long 
special was so popular that it was continuously 
aired every year during the Christmas season un-
til 1987. More recently, ABC aired the special 
on Dec. 24 and it was watched by more view-

ers than any other local channel in its time slot. 

   By StaffWriter Shannon Ho

     
   A more recent classic Christmas mov-
ie is “The Nightmare before Christmas.” 
   Released in 1993, the movie follows Jack Skellington, a citizen 
in Halloween Town. After falling through a portal into Christmas 
Town, he becomes obsessed with Christmas and decides to become 
Santa for the holiday. The real Santa Claus is kidnapped by a trio of 
children at Jack’s request and sent to Oogie Boogie, the antagonist 
of the film. Jack takes a sleigh into town, despite the warnings of 
his friend Sally, and distributes gifts to the citizens. To their horror, 
the gifts are skeleton heads and other gruesome things only accept-
able in Halloween Town. Jack’s sleigh is shot down by the military 
and he is devastated with the failure. He realizes then that he be-
longs in Halloween Town and saves Santa from Oogie Boogie so 
all the children would receive their presents in time for Christmas. 
  “It’s probably one of the more memorable Christ-
mas movies. The plot is unique and the visuals are gor-
geous. I really loved it,” said junior, Michelle Tham.
     
      By StaffWriter Shannon Ho

‘The
Nightmare 
Before Christmas’

Movies 

‘How the 
Grinch Stole 
Christmas’

Movie photos and Charlie Brown 
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KEEP MOVING: As South El Monte tries to steal the ball from the 
Lady Moors, senior Rayann Fernandez is relentless to drive in a goal.

New Coach Has 
Big Plans for 
Girls’ Basketball
VICTOR HUANG
Co-Sports Editor

  It’s a new era for Alhambra girls’ 
basketball team. With a new head 
coach and program in place, the 
Lady Moors see a prospective sea-
son, along with an entirely differ-
ent  attitude and game plan.
  New head coach Therese Ber-
ner, who has coached division one 
schools, including Cal State Ful-
lerton, UCLA, USC and the Nike 
Woman Showcase, is no dilettante 
when it comes to coaching girls’ 
basketball. She has taken the reins 
from coach Pondo, who resigned 
at the end of the 08-09 school year 
and lead t team to place second in 
Almont League last year.
  “I am so excited. We have 
worked very hard off season and 
have taught [the players] to think 
outside the box,” said Berner.
  Also, many of the players on the 
varsity roster are experienced. With 
the exception of one new player, the 
varsity line-up consists of returning 
juniors and nine seniors, including 

All League players Amanda Hua 
and Vera Machado. Because they 
have become well-acquainted with 
each other throughout the years, the 
Moors have a great team chemistry 
that will give them a competitive 
edge against their opponents.
  According to senior guard Lind-
sey Blais, the new head coach push-
es harder and expects more from 
the players, hoping to introduce a 
unique style of play to the San Ga-
briel Valley this year. Defense will 
be the forte of the Lady Moors. 
Coach Berner is a firm believer in 
being an aggressive, pressing team; 
she wants to have a much faster up- 
tempo game and smoother-transi-
tion offense.
  “Looking up at the walls, we 
haven’t had a league title since 
1993,” said Berner. “I would like to 
change that this year.”
  Berner believes that the team has 
the tenacity and necessary skills 
to capture League and push past 
the California Interscholastic Fed-
eration (CIF). It is up to the girls 
to piece these puzzles together and 

have their mental game ready. Ber-
ner also feels that she would like 
to see the girls work on their game 
outside of school practice. 
  The Alhambra girls partici-
pated in Woodland Hill Taft High 
School’s tournament during the 
fall season, allowing them game 
experience outside of San Gabriel 
Valley. In addition, the team scrim-
maged against Duarte High School 

in November, a match in which 
Berner describes as a “flawless 
game.” The Lady Moors pressed 
and played aggressively, resulting 
in the myriad of turnovers by Du-
arte. In their later tournament, the 
girls have defeated schools, includ-
ing Burbank, Immaculate Hearts 
and Lawndale; however, they also 
had a taste of defeat, 39-46, against 
Cantwell-Sacred Heart and Flin-

tridge Prep when they overcame a 
13-point deficit in the fourth quar-
ter to stun Alhambra 48-44 at San 
Marino High School on Dec. 14. 
Alhambra saw four starters foul out 
in the fourth quarter and received 
three technical fouls, including the 
ejection of the head coach.
  “We really should have won that 
game [against Flintridge], but the 
fourth quarter was marred with bad 

reffing,” said senior point guard 
Tracie Dang.
  Despite placing fourth in the 
tournament, the Lady Moors will 
consolidate these game experi-
ences to their advantage, allowing 
them to pinpoint their weaknesses 
and correct their mistakes. This 
year will be a brand new chapter 
for girls’ basketball and a continua-
tion of their enduring tradition.

BRIAN HUA The Moor
END OF THE DAY: After a long and productive practice, the girls’ varsity basketball team wraps up the day with a group 
huddle in which they discuss future games and plans.

Early Preparation for 
Wrestling Playoffs
JAMES HO
Co-Copy Editor

The AHS wrestling team resides 
in the Dance Room. Located on the 
south side of the room is a wall-
spanning roster sheet paying trib-
ute to championship wrestlers from 
throughout the years. This season, 
the team faces another challenge 
and opportunity to make those 
names proud.

Placing second in Almont League 
last year, the team has exhibited an 
obvious potential to 
reach the California 
Interscholastic Fed-
eration (CIF) and 
solidified its spot 
as a top competi-
tor in League. Even 
more impressive is 
the team’s performance during last 
year’s CIF championships where 
five varsity members placed in the 
top ten list.

Currently, the varsity team is 
preparing to compete in two ma-
jor tournaments: the Ed Spring 
Holiday Classic and Tournament 
of Champions, which take place 
at Brea-Olinda High School and 
Cerritos Community College, re-

spectively. According to varsity 
wrestler Richard Poun, the new 
members are also shaping up nice-
ly to reach the par of the returning 
members.

“Our freshmen and sophomore 
[players are] coming along while 
the varsity team is showing poten-
tial as always,” said Poun.

According to Head Coach Mike 
Williams, the tournaments taking 
place in December are key op-
portunities for building the team’s 
record in preparation for League 

matches starting in 
January. From then 
on, CIF is the next 
priority. It is an ac-
cepted fact among 
the team members 
that they will reach 
CIF as they have 

done so for many years in a row.
“My number one goal is to have 

fun, but we also have three return-
ing CIF placers this year so I have 
a lot of high expectations. We’re 
working towards the next tour-
naments as a team while helping 
the JV members reach our level 
for next year,” said Captain Abel 
Avila, who placed second in CIF 
last year.

“The varsity team is 
showing potential as 
always.”

– Richard Poun

Boys’ Basketball Dec. 15-19 Alhambra Tournament*

Girls’ Basketball Dec. 17-19 Gabrielino Tournament

Girls’ Water Polo Dec. 17 vs. Workman @ Granada Park

Boys’ Soccer Dec. 17 @ Temple City

Girls’ Soccer Dec. 17 vs. Ramona Convent*

Wrestling Dec. 18-19 John Glenn Tournament

* denotes home/Moor Field games
All games are tentative and are subject to change.

Varsity Girls
The varsity girls’ soccer team is 

beginning this season with a fresh 
start and bright outlook. However, 
there are some problems with their 
otherwise promising new season.

The team is starting their season 
with a new head coach, Armando 
Gutierrez. Having a new coach 
may be a setback, especially since 
the team has been switching from 
coach to coach every season. This 
instability results in a lack of team 
unity. There will also be difficulties 
adjusting to new leadership. The 
main problem with having a new 
coach is gaining acceptance from 
the players.

“We’re not connecting as a team; 
we’re not cohesive,” said forward 
Chelsea Moore.

Though they face disadvantages, 
Gutierrez believes that the players 
have potential. The team has strong 
players, some of whom are indi-
vidually ranked high in the Almont 
League.

Gutierrez’s main goals include 
instilling confidence in the players 
and improving the team’s commu-
nication. The players need to devel-
op into a team and work together as 
one. For the players to achieve that, 
they have to practice communicat-
ing on and off the field while work-
ing on bonding. 

Although winning is not the 
main focus of the team, they aim to 
improve their record from last year, 
which earned them a fourth place 
League ranking.

“We’re going to do really good. 
The new players are all experi-
enced, and they all have the will to 
win,” said Moore.

by Catherine Chiang
Staff Writer

Varsity Boys
Facing a new winter season, the 

varsity boys’ soccer team has high 
hopes and expectations. Despite 
placing third in Almont League 
last year with a record of 8-8-2, 
the team is hoping to improve and 
reach for their goals.  

According to Head Coach Netza 
Bravo, the team’s biggest rival is 
Schurr High School because they 
will determine if the Moors ad-
vance to playoffs or not. Last year, 
the team made it to the California 
Interscholastic Federation (CIF) 
playoffs, but were eliminated after 
the first round. 

“The competition is strong. It’s 
either beat, tie or lose against Bell 
Gardens, Montebello and Schurr. 
[We want] to place first this year, 
finish top three in League and go all 
the way to CIF finals,” said Bravo.

According to Bravo, achiev-
ing these goals will depend on the 
players’ commitment to the team. 
They need to gain experience and 
confidence in order to place high 
in League. Also, their success de-
pends on other factors, such as their 
academics, which will determine if 
they are eligible to participate in 
games or even be on the team.

“It’s more about the players, how 
hard they work and how much they 
want it. If the players want more, 
they can go all the way to CIF,” 
said Bravo.

Bravo states that this year’s team 
is the first team that he has coached 
from their freshman year to senior 
year. Bravo hopes that the returning 
players will step up their leadership 
and guide the new players into a 
great season.

by Angelyne Chu
Staff Writer


