
With the advancement of technology, social media exercises an invisible influence on us. Cyber-
communication, an advanced, convenient and efficient form of digital communication allows 
us to interact with each other instantly. However, it simultaneously creates potential dangers 
and an impermissible invasion of individual privacy, which cannot be ignored. 
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  Everything is instant in the world of today; informa-tion is expected to flow constantly and unrestrictedly, but not unmonitored. Millions across the planet use social media sites carelessly, yet few think of the risks of publicizing their personal information.  Created by Mike Dorsey in 2006, Twitter is one of the most prominent social networking sites today  and, much like other social networking sites, users are given the “guarantee” of privacy--or the illusion of it. In reality, everything that people say or do on the internet is recorded, and can be seen by almost anyone.  The site is also free to share the personal informa-tion of its users with third parties. This is stated in their Terms of Service but most users never read the entire document.
  None of this means that the site is unsuitable for use; however, let it be a reminder that users should always be cautious of the amount of personal informa-tion they provide online and the kinds of messages they submit. No matter how many times the “delete” button is pressed, it is impossible to remove information from the World Wide Web. With today’s technology, anyone and everyone can see anything.

 Social networking
 websites are vir

tual communities 

that encourage and
 foster interactio

ns among members 

of a group by allo
wing them to post 

personal informa-

tion. Unfortunately
, the ability to cr

eate a whole new 

persona is impactin
g teens’ ability to

 socially inter-

act in the real wor
ld. After Myspace’s

 launch in Janu-

ary 2004, it attra
cted more than 115

 million visitors 

globally. Founders
 Tom Anderson and 

Josh Berman  had 

little to no knowl
edge of how their 

innovation would 

change the world.
   Over the past 

nine years of serv
ice, Myspace has 

minted Internet celebrities and reconnected people 

around the globe. 
However these func

tions pose as a 

double-edged sword 
in multiple ways. 

As a result, the 

risk of having an 
account increases d

ramatically. For 

instance, many refe
r back to the Meier

 incident back in 

2006 where 13-year
-old Megan Meier c

ommitted suicide 

after being bullied
 on Myspace.

 Although the adre
naline of sharing 

everything online 

thrills many, ther
e are risks that a

s users one must 

take. Myspace is ju
st one of the many 

social networking 

sites that require 
precaution.

  Instagram is an application that is currently creating 
a revolution for all smartphone users. It has quickly be-
come the most popular photo-sharing and social media venue 
for all Android and iPhone users. After being acquired by 
Facebook and expanding its base to Android, this already-
popular app has skyrocketed in its number of regular us-
ers. With the increase in use and buzz surrounding this 
photo application, many people question the positive and 
negative effects of Instagram. The original creators of Instagram met its original goal: 
creating a fast, easy, and efficient photo-sharing app for 
its users. Not only does the photo goes to Instagram’s da-
tabase, while posting the photo, it also gives you options 
of also posting it to different social sites like Face-
book, Twitter, or Tumblr. Some say that Instagram replaces 
the use of all those social networks combined, allowing 
users to post their current thoughts into one photo. In-
stead of carrying around a huge digital DSLR camera for 
world-class professional photos, you have a high quality 
camera in the palm of your hands with Instagram installed 
into your phone.  However, the biggest gripe coming from the photography 
world is that it devalues the art of photography. With one 
click of a button on your smartphone, nearly anybody can 
acquire the façade of being a “professional” photographer.

JOSEPH NEY-JUN
Staff Writer

SYLVIA WINSTON

Features Editor

BARRY CHEUN
G Staff Write

r
JADE LIEU
Staff Writer

Insta-germ

My_____ Evolution

Open-book

Big-Mouthed 
Little Bird

  Social 
networking

 sites are
 currently

 con-

sidered a 
part of ou

r daily li
festyles. 

People 

utilize th
is system 

to connect
 with stra

ngers 

and close 
ones aroun

d the worl
d. However

, sites 

like Faceb
ook also c

arry a dec
eitful mea

ning.

  When it
 comes to 

Facebook, 
one simple

 post 

can change
 one’s lif

e. Nowaday
s, Faceboo

k users 

post sever
al events 

about ther
e lives wh

ether 

or not it 
is appropr

iate. Crud
e posts ca

n cause 

a person’s
 opinion 

of you to
 change d

rasti-

cally. The
 kind, lov

ing impres
sion of so

meone 

can change
 instantly

. 

  Addition
ally, teen

agers must
 learn to 

be cau-

tious of w
ho they ad

d as “frie
nds.” The 

com-

plete stra
nger on th

e other si
de of the 

screen 

could be a
 stalker, 

a pedophil
e or a dan-

gerous per
son. Once 

they have 
ac-

cess 

to their v
ictim’s pe

rsonal inf
or-

mation, no
 one can 

predict wh
at 

might happ
en next.


