Spring Sports Come to a Close, CIF Qualifications Disseminated
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As the school year is about to
end, the season winds down for
the spring sports. All of the sports
teams have worked hard this past
season in hopes of
earning a
spot in the California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) playoffs.
Co-ed varsity badminton finished
third place in league with a record
of 5-4. Their most recent game on
April 25 against San Marino High
School resulted in a 8-13 loss.
“We did better than expected [this season],” captain Helen Hu said. “We [were able to]
beat Mark Keppel [this year].”
The badminton team ended their
season in league with Yordy Tan
placing second in Mens’ Singles,
Tan and Hu placing second in
Mixed Doubles and Chen Zhao and

Hu placing third in Girls’ Doubles.
They will be looking to advance
to the CIF playoffs later in May. To
prepare for CIF, they will continue to
practice and work on their footwork.
“We are preparing for our next
match, then the [preliminaries] and
after we find out who we play in the
playoffs, we will keep practicing
and doing what we do every day,”
Head Coach Luis Brambila said.
The varsity softball team is also
third place in league with a record
of 6-4. The Lady Moors currently
hold third place in league and they
will have to remain above third place
in order to make the CIF playoffs.
“[I feel] great [about the team’s
season]; they’ve improved, have
been a great team to work with
and they have their goals,” Head
Coach Marilyn Flores said.
The Lady Moors feel that they
have played great defense this year
and made large improvements compared to last season. They are hopeful
contenders for a spot in the CIF play-

offs and they will continue to work
on their hitting and staying focused
during practice in order to do so.
“[In order to be successful in
CIF], we need to improve on the
dynamics of hitting and looking at
pitches before we swing,” senior
centerfielder Samantha Garcia said.
This year, the varsity boys’ tennis
team was under the leadership of a
new head coach, Tom Jelsma. Despite winning the league title the past
two years, the Moors ended their season with an overall league record of
0-5. The Moors fell short of qualifying to CIF as a team; however, a few
players have made it individually.
“Based on this year’s performance, our team will work harder
than ever in order to improve […]
Our goal next year is to be qualified for CIF tennis as a team,”
sophomore Douglas Pang said.
On the track, the varsity girls have
taken the Almont League title with
an undefeated sweep record of 5-0.
However, the boys fell short of a sim-

Achievements:
• Four-year member of the volleyball
program
• Captain of the varsity volleyball team
in senior year
• ‘Most Improved Player’ in 2011-2012
• Captain of the JV team in sophomore
year
• Member of Key Service Club, President for 2012 Fall Semester
• Member of Girls’ League

3. What is your favorite aspect
about being on the volleyball team?
I like the family atmosphere
of our team and how we
have to work together to win.

1. How has volleyball impacted your
high school life?
Volleyball has definitely made high
school more stressful, but definitely
more fulfilling. I had to manage my
time more carefully and prioritize what
I had to do. Volleyball has taught me
a lot about how to be a better person.
Coach Charles [Tran] has taught me
a lot about life and that we should always try our hardest and never give up.

5. What are your plans for the future?
I plan on attending the University of
California, Irvine and going into the
pharmaceutical field. I do not plan
on playing volleyball in college.

Achievements:
• Four-year member on varsity track
and field
• Captain of varsity track and field in
senior year
• Qualified to California Interscholastic Federation in track and field (discus and shot-put) in 2012 and 2013
• Two-year member on varsity water
polo
• Awarded ‘Best Defense’ in water
polo in 2011-2012
• Member of Blocwork

3. What did you enjoy most
about being part of the team?
I liked how I had to coach some of
my [fellow] athletes and just make
more friends. I enjoyed coaching
the athletes because I know they
have the potential to be an all-star.

4. Why do you enjoy playing volleyball?
I enjoy playing volleyball because there’s a rush when I’m in
the air [and] about to hit the ball.

6. Do you have any advice for the
underclassmen in the volleyball
program?
Don’t take your time in volleyball
for granted because it will pass by
2. What life lessons have you quickly and it’s one of the things
from
volleyball? I’ll miss most from high school.
“Never leave that till tomorrowlearned
I
learned
that
if
you
don’t
try, there
which you can do today.”
is
no
way
you’ll
ever
succeed. KEVIN KONG
– Benjamin Franklin
Sports Editor

1. What inspired you to first want to
join track and field and continue it?
I just walked [onto] the field and Coach
De Santis pointed at me and said I
looked like a shot-put and discus thrower and ever since then I [have] loved it.

5. Is there any advice you would like
to give underclassmen athletes?
Do not think you can not accomplish your goals or dreams in life
because you really can do anything
you want if you set your mind to it.

1. Why did you decide to
join
the
baseball
team?
[I decided to join] because my whole
family went to Alhambra High School
and played baseball there. Baseball
is my true passion, it’s a sport I love.

Achievements:
• Four-year varsity member of the
badminton program
• Qualified for California Interscholastic Federation matches all 4 years
• Won ‘2010 Most Valuable Player’
• Won ‘2011 Most Improved Player’
• Won 2012 League singles 3rd place
• Won 2012 League doubles 4th
place
• Won first place in the Azusa Tournament Singles Consolation (April
2013)
1. What was your most memorable moment in badminton?
[My most memorable moment] was
during the Azusa Tournament in
April of this year. I got first place
in consolation so I was very honored to get the trophy and the medal.

“Thank you, Coach [Luis Brambila],
for teaching me how to play badminton and handle responsibility. They
are very important in my life.”
- Yordy Tan

“Every day is a new day and you
have to make the best out of it.” 2. What is your fondest moment in
– Chance Beeal
high school baseball?
KEVIN KONG
[My fondest moment in high school Sports Editor

2. How has playing badminton
shaped
your
life?
Badminton affected [...] my life because I was 200 pounds in the past
but I played one year of badminton
in China and [ever since then,] I
have been inspired to play a sport.
Achievements:
• Four-year member of the varsity
swim team
•Captain of varsity swim team in
senior year
•‘Most Dedicated’ in 2009-2010
•‘Most Valuable Swimmer (MVP)’
in 2010-2011, 2011-2012
•Qualified to California Interscholastic Federation in sophomore and
junior year

3. How has baseball made
an
impact
on
your
life?
It’s made me a better person
and it’s taught me to look [at]
life in a different perspective.

1. How has swimming impacted
your life?
You get to meet a lot of new friends
from being in the swim team and
[are] able to earn scholarships from
it. I believe that to be truly successful in swimming, it is not always the case of trying to achieve
a goal, but being able to break
through your own resistance to it.

advice for unbaseball proyour
head
for
success.

5. What are your plans for the future?
I’m going to East Los Angeles College after high school and I’m going
to [continue] play[ing] baseball, then
transfer to Rio Hondo Community
College and join the Fire Academy..

ter than last year. I take pride in being on this team because we pull
through it together in the end,”
sophomore Brandon Wong said.
For the varsity boys’ volleyball
team, whose record currently stands
at 3-7, their last game was on April
30 against the Schurr Spartans
where they came out victorious, 3-0.
“I think this year’s team had a lot
of potential, but we were all inconsistent. Overall, everyone did a great
job, […] the team will definitely
work on finishing games, [which]
means [that] the offense needs to
improve,” captain Sam Tan said.
Although the season has come to
a close with many seniors graduating, all of the teams at AHS will
continue to practice assidulosly
next year, as well as continue to
work on qualifying to CIF. Despite
a year of ups and downs for the
athletic teams, the Moors will continue to strive for the blue and gold.
MOOR graphics by SHARON XU

4. Looking back, what has changed
in softball since freshman year?
[During] freshman year, I remember being scared and a little isolated
from the rest of the varsity team,
being one of the only two freshmen on the team. Now we are a
more diverse team [...] that all get
1. What in particular made you want along and are better players for it.
to join softball instead of another
sport?
5. Is there any advice you would like
I chose to play softball because to give to your underclassmenteamever since I was little, [I watched] mates?
my parents play. It was a family Keep your grades up and play
sport and I wanted to be a part of it. every game like it is your last
with all the [your] heart and the
2. What are your goals for the future? game will pay you back later.
My goals for the future are to get
the ‘Pitcher of the Year’ award [at 6. How do you feel about recievthe end of the season] and con- ing a sports scholarship to Intinue to play well in college to help diana Institute of Technology?
me pay off my [college] tuition. It is a big relief off my shoulders [to
get accepted into a college]. I [have
3. What will you miss most about be- achieved] my goal [that I have]
“A champion is someone who getsing part of the Moor softball team? been dreaming of my whole life.
I will miss the girls the most. We
up, even when he can’t.”
are all very close this year and ANHAYTE GUAJARDO
- Jack Dempsey
it will be hard not seeing them. Staff Writer

baseball is] making it to Dodger Stadium [for CIF] last year. When [I
was] young and [I] grew up watching
the Dodgers play at Dodger Stadium,
[I] always wanted to play there because it has a certain mystique to it.

4. . Do you have any
derclassmen in the
gram?
Always
keep
up
and
strive

ttheir ninth consecutive league title.
“We have good pitching and for the
most part we played good defense;
[we just needed to score more runs],”
Head Coach Steve Gewecke said.
By climbing back up to first
place in league, the Moors have secured a spot in the playoffs and are
very optimistic about playing in
the CIF. They believe that if they
stay focused and continue to apply everything they have learned,
they will be able to advance in CIF.
“We need to score runs for
our pitchers [in order to be successful in CIF],” senior right
fielder Jonah Lybarger said.
In the Granada Park pool, the varsity boys’ swim team has finished the
season with an overall record of 4-3.
They attended the Almont League
Preliminaries and finals on May 1
and May 3, respectively, where the
spots to qualify to CIF were selected.
However, no swimmers from Alhambra qualified to the preliminaries.
“Ultimately, this year we did betAchievements:
• Four-year member on varsity softball
• ‘Most Valued Player’ in 2012-2013
• Qualified for California Interscholastic Federation twice in junior and
senior year
• Signed softball scholarship to play at
Indiana Institute of Technology

4. What are you going to
miss
when
you
graduate?
I am going to miss my sports because
that’s what I looked forward to every
day of my life. I [felt] it kept me alive
[because] it was a part of me. [Although] I want to continue in track
and field and water polo [in community college], I know it will be hard
for me because I have to work around
[the team’s sports] schedule and mine.

2. How has being captain influenced
you?
Being captain has impacted my
life a lot because I have learned
“Good, better, best. Never let it rest, to have leadership skills and I
until your good is better and your learned how to manage my time
better is best.”
around other people’s schedules. ANHAYTE GUAJARDO
– Tim Duncan
Staff Writer
Achievements:
• Four-year member of the baseball
program
• Received Captain’s Award for football in senior year
• Won 2012 Almont League title with
the varsity baseball team
• Named to the Almont League
second team for his performance in
baseball
• Named ‘Athlete of the Week’ by
Pasadena Star News in 2013
• Went undefeated 15-0 in freshman
year baseball
• Four-year member of the football
program

ilar record, ending the season with a
record of 1-4. The Almont League
finals, which determined which athletes move on to CIF, took place on
May 3. Five athletes from Alhambra qualified to the CIF preliminaries, which took place on May 11.
“This year, we are very strong
in every level. We showed more
dedication and these guys came out
here to give it their all. We had a
larger team, including many ninthgraders, as well as returners,” Distance Coach Sandra Rodriguez said.
Meanwhile, the varsity baseball
team was in a close battle against
the Montebello Oilers for their ninth
consecutive Almont League title. After the Moors were victorious with a
score of 2-0 against the Mark Keppel Aztecs on May 7, the team now
holds first place due to the Oilers
losing 8-3 against the Bell Garden
Lancers, the Moors now stand alone
in first place. The Moors ended their
season with a 1-0 win against the
Aztecs on May 10 and have secured

“With so many people saying it
couldn’t be done, all it takes is an
imagination.”
- Michael Phelps

2. What are your plans for the future?
My future plan is to attend Pasadena City College for two years
and then transfer to a four-year

3. What do
ing
after
I plan on
dena
City
they have a

you plan on doyou
graduate?
going to PasaCollege
because
badminton team.

4. What have you learned from
badminton?
Badminton taught me to not give
up, to take advantage of every
shot, responsibility and leadership.
5. What is some advice you
have for younger players?
They should listen to the
coach, practice more, work
harder and be more serious.
6. Describe your overall experience
these past four years in badminton.
It was good to play badminton at Alhambra High School for four years.
[I had] fun [as well as] hard times,
[and] I even cried for badminton
after losing in a really big event.
DAVID TAN
Staff Writer
university. I will continue swimming in college and hope to get
a scholarship for swimming.
3. What skills have you learned
from being on the team?
I have learned how to deal with winning and losing, working in a team
and working with officials, teammates and coaches. I believe encouraging other swimmers is really
important because the better your
teammates perform, the more it will
lift you and your own performance.
Also, thinking of each lap as an opportunity motivates me. For example, during a swim meet, I know I
cannot win first place, but I will still
try my best to beat my own best time.
4. What will be your favorite memory of swim?
My favorite memory in swim wass
being able to swim with the relay
team and how the coaches always
support us [whether we won or lost].
NATE GARCIA
Sports Editor
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