Tattletale: To Tell or Not To Tell?
DEBORAH CHEN
Copy Editor
Cheating is a practice that is extremely
common among students. Many students
witness their fellow
peers cheating on a
test or quiz, and their
next possible course
of action could be
to notify a teacher.
However, this mentality of doing the
right thing might
change if the person cheating is a friend. Though it may
be easy to overlook a friend’s
cheating, the right thing to do
would be to notify the teacher.
Many argue that no one likes a
tattletale and that it would be best
to let a friend’s actions slide. Nevertheless, it will only benefit that
friend if they are caught for their
wrongdoings, because cheating on
high school tests is very different
from cheating in the real world.
In the real world, there are no
second chances. A person cannot
keep on taking the “shortcut” in
life; they have to eventually ma-
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Excuses, Excuses
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When I was younger, I was that
one kid who constantly feigned
illness in order to avoid school
days, consequently whining whenever my attempts failed. Thus,
I quickly became best friends
with the phrase “life is unfair.”
Though I no longer try to avoid
school, I’m still reminded of the
phrase on a daily basis. It was one
of the first lessons I learned in life,
teaching me that one cannot have
everything a preferred way. However, the lesson I learned then has
been misconstrued into the lesson I see being reinforced now.
Just the other day, I debated
against my father about the ethics
of solely relying on networking for
employment. He argued that if person “A’s” relative or friend is responsible for hiring new employees, it’s ethically unacceptable for
them to hire person “A” over person
“B”, a complete stranger who was
more qualified than person “A.”
While his mindset may have
been understandable, given the current cut-throat job market, it is also
unprincipled. His reasoning was
that because life is already unfair,
it’s acceptable if people act unfairly in order to gain an advantage.
However, instead of evening
the playing field, what this mindset does is promote an immoral
approach to life. We become increasingly accustomed to using
this fact of life to excuse our callous decisions. Though we may
be rewarded for our insensitivity,
we also give away a piece of our
own morality with each decision. The choice varies depending on the person, but our decisions in turn decide who we are.

ture and deal with their problems,
no matter how daunting the task
may be. As people become adults,
others
will have
certain
expectations of
them.
No longer will
they be
coddled.
For example, if
someone
cheated their way through high
school, their chances to succeed
in college would not only decrease, but their chances of making it far in life would also diminish. Sure, if someone “rats” out
their friend, that friend will get in
trouble with the teacher and their
grade will drop. However, learning not to cheat in high school
is preferable to the alternatives,
since cheating in college leads
to expulsion and cheating in the
workforce can result in a pink slip.
In addition, it is unfair to
other students who have studied and prepared for the test in

advance, especially if there is a
curve. Why should the students
who actually studied for the test
be the ones receiving the lower
grade? Once students start cheating, they might start to rely on it.
According to a survey of
40,000 U.S. high school students
in 2011 by Josephson Institute of
Ethics, over half of the teenagers surveyed stated that they had
cheated on a test during the last
year and 34 percent stated they
had done so more than twice.
In addition, it was also found
that one in three students admitted to utilizing the Internet to
plagiarize an assignment, but
these actions will only serve to
harm these students in the future.
Society is heavily dependent
on the results of exams to determine who receives a certificate in
their profession and to determine
who is capable of completing certain jobs or tasks. If someone is
falsifying this information, they
cannot be trusted. Would you feel
safe if your doctors cheated to
pass their medical exams? If your
teachers cheated on their California Basic Educational Skills
Test (CBEST) Placement exams?

A Joke Gone Too Far
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thinking the comment and using
it in a joking manner shows racist
characteristics. These harsh, offensive jokes are not only cruel,
but shows support for racism.
According to George Davey
Smith, a professor of social
medicine at Bristol University,
racism is considered to be a variable in research on the health differences between different races.
This is due to the stress caused by
having their identity reduced to a
joke. It affects those people mentally in certain circumstances by
causing them to have depression.
People have even committed
suicide because of the depression held in after constantly being told an offensive stereotypical statement about their race.
For racism to end, racial jokes
need to disappear as well. They
are not funny if people are getting hurt and physically dying
because of them. The only thing
that racial jokes do is portray our
ignorance and obliviousness we
have toward each other when we
are all human beings, where color is not a differentiating factor.

Have you ever witnessed
someone being called an offensive name just because of their
race? Racism is exemplified
throughout today’s society, either for humorous or offensive
purposes. Some are oblivious to
the fact that they have made a
racist comment, since such comments are used so commonly
that it has become second nature.
However, racist humor needs to
end now because it harms our
society physically and mentally, even if it seems harmless.
A majority of the people who
use racist jokes do not understand
that they could impact someone
emotionally, even though they
are just “joking” around. Telling
an African American to steal is
not funny. It shows a sense of ignorance and support for what society deems to be the stereotype
of all African Americans where
it poses an unfairness to those
who do not meet these perceived
generalizations. While the comment is racist within itself, just MOOR graphic by SIMON ZHAO

One-Way Tickets to Mars Are One-Way Tickets to Calamity
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In 2022, four people from
around the world will set forth on
a one-way trip to Mars as part of
the Mars One project. Currently,
there are approximately 100,000
applicants, with 30,000 from the
U.S, who are ready to travel to
Mars. However, why are people
who are living a comfortable life
on Earth choosing to abandon everything to be on Mars forever?

Before the journey, the four
astronauts will also undergo
eight years of strenuous training to prepare for their new life
on Mars. Every two years, they
are required to be isolated from
the world to test how they respond to living with the other
three candidates. The journey
to Mars itself is also an uncomfortable one. Imagine spending
seven to eight months in a spacecraft with only dried or canned
food, exercising in a confined

space to maintain muscle mass
and drinking recycled urinated
water. Sure, floating in space
suits sound like fun, but leaving
everything behind for a “better
life” on Mars seems to be a contradictory statement within itself.
One commonality of the applicants is their love for Star Trek and
Star Wars, believing that their experience would be similar to sci-fi
movies. According to CNN, Sean
Holt of Australia says he has to
go on this mission in order to “es-

cape aliens” who are seeking him.
According to the Daily Mail,
the mission is estimated to cost $6
billion and the money is planned
to be fundraised by documenting
their training on Earth to colonizing the Red Planet through a
reality T.V. show that is to be
funded by anonymous sponsors.
The application fee is $38
and is open to anyone over the
age of 18. Nevertheless, would
you leave everything on Earth
for a one-way trip to Mars?

