
Today, the typical cost of 
attending a four-year univer-
sity ranges from $20,000 to 
$60,000. Tuition is increas-
ing, classes are stressful and 
the job market is not doing 
too well either. If you are 
like the thousands of people 
who do not qualify for finan-
cial aid, slipping into unre-
coverable student loan debt 
is easy. 

Dating “sugar daddies” 
is becoming an interesting 
“trend” for many female 
students in tight financial 
predicaments. Sites such as 
SeekingArrangement.com 
and SugarDaddie.com cater 
to young women who seek 
an older benefactor. The 
actions that transpire in ex-
change for compensation are 
completely in the hands of 
the man they select. This ex-
change can vary from seek-
ing a lunchtime companion 
to favors of another…nature.

Much controversy has 
surrounded this concept 
because the line between 
prostitution and sponsor-
ship blurs significantly. Es-
sentially, young students are 
selling themselves for mon-
etary profit, the very tenant 
of prostitution. Yes, I under-
stand, desperate times call 
for desperate measures, but 
renting yourself out to some 
man who “seeks” people 
specifically in your position 
is not the answer.

Not only is the practice 
unethical, but it is also dan-
gerous. In this situation, the 
“sugar babies” are putting 
themselves in vulnerable po-
sitions with men from the re-
cesses of the Internet. If pay-
ing off your education is that 
important to you, consider 
schools that are realistically 
payable with legitimate em-
ployment or scholarship 
opportunities. Although 
gradual, at least being able 
to responsibly pay off a loan 
leaves you with dignity and 
self-respect. 
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 College is a place to freely 
express ideas and expand 
one’s intellect, a place where 
students are able to voice 
their views without judgment 
while learning from peers, 
professors and even porn 
star lecturers. Yes, pornstars. 
Rub your eyes and read that 
again. P-o-r-n-s-t-a-r-s. Are 
you judging? 
 Bryan Sevilla, better 
known in the porn industry 
as James Deen, was invited 
to speak about pornography, 
the sex industry and his per-
sonal opinion on sex at his 
alma mater, Pasadena City 
College (PCC). However, 
his publicized appearance on 
the campus garnered many 
protests against his visit, 
even limiting his access to 
a lounge opened to only the 
students taking the course 
“Navigating Pornography.” 
 Nevertheless, the overre-
action of administrators and 
protesters seemed to be un-
necessary. 
 PCC, like every other 
higher education institution, 
should be where students 
gain insight beyond their 
comfort level. In that sense, 
they are not close-minded 
like the public, which dis-
agrees with the presence of a 
speaker solely for his profes-
sion, which may shortchange 
a student’s educational expe-
rience. If only people placed 
as much interest on subjects 
like gun violence, then our 
country might actually make 
progress. 

Slavery Persists: Living History in 2013
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People are born and re-
main free and equal in 
rights.

This idea has fueled his-
tory. It has driven the thir-
teen colonies to fight for 
their freedom and it has 
driven African Americans 
to fight for equal rights. 
Although we all know dis-
crimination still lingers, 
slaves are nonexistent to-
day, thanks to the Eman-
cipation Proclamation, 
signed 150 years ago.

However, what if we 
were told that slavery still 
exists today? To most peo-
ple living in slave-free na-
tions, slavery is history. To 
the people living among the 
sandy dunes of Mauritania, 
slavery is their lifestyle

In 1981, Mauritania was 
the last country to abolish 
slavery, and this boundless 
desert land finally made 
slavery a crime in 2007, but 
these laws are meaningless. 
About 3.4 million of its 
denizens are living in slav-
ery, so how is it that only 
one slave owner has ever 

been successfully prose-
cuted? In fact, Mauritania’s 
government denies the ex-
istence of slavery and even 
arrest anti-slavery activists. 
As for the citizens, they are 
entrapped within the men-
tality that slavery is normal 
and don’t 
realize the 
une th ica l 
gravity of 
slavery.

W h e n 
Moulkheir 
Mint Yar-
ba’s mas-
ter left her 
baby to 
die, Yarba 
began hav-
ing second 
thoughts . 
Her master 
had com-
pared the baby’s soul to 
a dog’s soul. Yarba com-
pared her childhood life to 
an animal’s. Yarba and the 
baby are human beings, not 
animals, but with the way 
they are treated, it’s hard to 
tell the difference. Frankly, 
my pet goldfish from 10 
years ago lived in luxury 
compared to the hardships 

Mauritania slaves endure.
   Fortunately, this mind-

set is gradually changing. 
Abdel Nasser Ould Eth-
mane was a former slave 
master before he stumbled 
upon a book on human 
rights. One line—the one 

line that propelled people 
to fight for their rights—
would impact his life for-
ever

“Men are born and re-
main free and equal in 
rights.”

When he told his slaves 
they were free, they were at 
a loss. What was freedom? 
Living in a land centered 

around freedom and liberty, 
it’s difficult to imagine their 
situation and understand 
how they can live and ac-
cept the fact their lives are 
shackled down by others. 

   Ethmane and his former 
slave, Boubacar Messaoud, 

ended up fight-
ing for Yarba’s 
freedom. These 
now anti-slavery 
activists once 
accepted this im-
moral practice 
before being en-
lightened by edu-
cation or by ethi-
cal thought. A 
crucial pattern is 
woven between 
these modern-
day civilians 
who once prac-
ticed slavery.  

These submissive mind-
sets are caused by a lack 
of education, government 
support, geographical iso-
lation, racial unawareness, 
poverty and/or religious 
beliefs that justify slavery.

Changing the country’s 
mentality is no easy feat, 
especially when the gov-
ernment seems to ignore 

and even support it. CNN 
calls Mauritania “slavery’s 
last stronghold” and this 
phrase holds a sliver of 
hope within the keyword: 
last. If Mauritania is slav-
ery’s very last stronghold, 
then eradicating slavery 
from the nation may finally 
erase slavery from the pres-
ent. Slavery would then 
truly be history.

Some claim slavery 
doesn’t officially exist 
in Mauritania. Slavery is 
prevalent there because of 
the people’s yielding men-
tality and unenforced laws; 
people get taken advan-
tage as a result. Our world 
should be more aware of 
this issue and Mauritania’s 
government should begin 
abiding and enforcing their 
own laws and educating 
themselves beyond their 
small country.

Slavery is technically a 
crime and said to be abol-
ished, but the practice 
hasn’t stopped. How can 
we say slavery doesn’t ex-
ist there when the facts all 
point toward slavery? Slav-
ery by any other name or 
disguise is still slavery.

As children approach 
their toddler stage in life, 
parents often struggle over 
the decision of preschool 
attendance. 

Preschools provide early 
education and care for chil-
dren between three to six 
years old; they teach kids 
social skills as well as fos-
ter cognitive development 
to prepare them for kinder-
garten. They are usually 
managed by community or-
ganizations, churches, local 
government or parent com-
mittees. Although send-
ing children to preschool 
remains a guardian’s deci-
sion, some believe that it 
should be mandatory.  

Preschools teach young 
children essential social 

skills and basic concepts, 
such as working with 
peers and sharing. How-
ever, according to a study 
conducted by Stanford 
University, preschool 
may also generate ag-
gressive and destruc-
tive behaviors caused 
by a stressful envi-
ronment. In this kind 
of environment, it is 
particularly difficult 
for young children to 
learn anything, thus 
rendering preschool 
ineffective.

On the other hand, man-
dating preschool would 
bring about universal 
standards that preschools 
currently lack. Preschool 
teachers are often inexpe-

rienced and some consider 
preschool teachers no dif-
ferent from baby sitters, 
turning to alternative op-
tions such as homeschool-

ing and daycare instead. 
Another argument is that 

some of the public funds 
currently used for pre-
school could potentially be 
invested in other programs, 
such as higher education. 
Public preschools help 

disadvantaged children in 
that it provides more one-
on-one time with adults, 
but that is not necessar-
ily the case for middle and 

high-income families. 
Parents who are more 
financially comfortable 
can afford to devote 
more resources and 
time into their kids, ac-
cording to Slate.com.

Preschools also pro-
vide a setting which 
allows children to 
develop around their 

peers and according to the 
National Institute for Early 
Education Research, those 
who received high-quality 
preschool education earned 
higher salaries in the future. 
However, parents could fa-
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cilitate this cooperation and 
interaction themselves by 
having their children en-
gage in activities with other 
kids. Also, higher educa-
tion can result in greater 
earnings as well. 

Although the idea of a 
mandatory preschool was 
created with good inten-
tions in mind, not everyone 
sees it as the best option 
for their child, since many 
factors are involved in suc-
cessfully obtaining a child’s 
education in school. The 
option should remain with 
the parents or guardians 
since they know their child 
the most and can therefore 
decide on the experience 
that will promote their tod-
dler’s best interests. 
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