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the country have been caught 
cheating, falsifying test scores or 
viewing unreleased test questions, 
according to the Huffington Post.  
Instead of putting the teachers on 
trial, we need to step back and 
analyze the big picture — why is 
it that standardized testing has re-
sulted in professional employees 
cheating just to ensure that chil-
dren can continue to receive an ed-
ucation? Since 2001, standardized 
testing has come to represent not 
just a few hours of test-taking ev-
ery school year; somewhere along 
the way, the NCLB Act has turned 
the tests into an indicator of every-
thing that one needs to know about 
a school, rather than analyzing 
other factors as well. The Atlanta 
incident is just another testament 
in a string of cases indicating and 
testifying against the issues in the 
standardized testing system under 
the NCLB Act, proving that the 
focus now should lie on prevent-
ing these issues rather than punish-
ing the perpetrators after the fact.

one that is executed poorly. Stan-
dardized testing has not become 
a test of skill and knowledge, but 
rather a test of mental stamina, 

and the 
reliance 
on re-
viewing 
schools 
b a s e d 
on stan-
d a r d -
i z e d 
t e s t ing 
has be-
c o m e 
far too 
p r e -
d o m i -
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pressure on schools to meet a 
certain test average has become 
so high that employees feel the 
need to falsify test records just 
to avoid being closed down. 

The Atlanta scandal was not an 
isolated incident. Teachers across 

In August 2014, 12 former At-
lanta Public Schools employees, 
charged with racketeering, began 
the trial that would determine the 
consequences of falsifying Cri-
terion-Referenced Competency 
Test (CRCT) scores. The CRCT 
is Atlanta’s version of a state-
wide standardized test, similar to 
California’s STAR testing. These 
standardized tests are indicators 
for how much funding a school 
is granted, whether they need re-
structuring, etc. One of the teach-
ers involved, Damany Lewis, 
changed students’ answers when 
he realized they would not meet 
the test requirements necessary 
to keep the school’s doors open, 
as reported by the New Yorker. 

The teachers were clearly in the 
wrong when they falsified the test 
scores. Changing the test scores 
not only impacted the school’s 
reputation, but it also took away 
from students’ education since 

the test scores misrepresented the 
students’ knowledge and they no 
longer received the education that 
they needed to understand the 
ma te r i a l . 
However, 
an article 
published 
by the 
N a t i o n a l 
Public Ra-
dio (NPR) 
found that 
c h e a t i n g 
in Atlanta 
p u b l i c 
s c h o o l s 
had likely 
gone as 
far back 
as 2001, 
when the No Child Left Behind 
Act (NCLBA) came into effect 
and mandated annual standardized 
testing in every state. This clearly 
exemplifies the overwhelm-
ing dependency on these tests, a 
seemingly good idea on paper but 

A few weeks ago, I wit-
nessed a student pick up a 
copy of The Moor Weekly. 
They skimmed the text for 
ten seconds before they pro-
claimed, “This is so boring,” 
and put it down. I winced. 
Why not just crumple up the 
paper and toss it at my face?

This wasn’t an isolated in-
cident either. While our news-
paper may not be the most 
fascinating read in the world, 
this still reflects a worrying 
trend. If some readers are so 
quick to dismiss a newspaper 
made by students, for stu-
dents, it makes me wonder if 
they would ever decide to fol-
low the news on a larger scale: 
local, national and global.

Perhaps it is simply easier for 
a person to stay uninformed; 
the only thing to be concerned 
with is their own narrow little 
world, but this quickly leads to 
apathy and ignorance on their 
part. Those issues enveloping 
the nation, the world — who 
cares about them? They aren’t 
going to affect me. Constant-
ly, people come to accept 
only what they are told and 
stop thinking for themselves.

Honestly, it is challenging 
to follow the complex current 
events or political debates un-
folding around us. However, it 
does not seem right to avoid 
understanding just because 
it is difficult. As human be-
ings, we should all share some 
responsibility in improving 
our world, or at least care 
about making progress. Be-
ing informed is the first step.

As for all of our regu-
lar readers out there: I 
thank all of you sincerely 
for your continual support.

The cost of new college text-
books has risen 82 percent 
since 2002, costing $175 on 
average, according to the LA 
Times. However, it is not just 
one textbook being purchased, 
but multiple depending on the 
number of classes a student 
is taking. The national aver-
age for books and supplies is 
about $1,100 for every two se-
mesters, and that figure is con-
stantly rising as textbooks be-
come more and more expensive.

Although not all students buy 
new edition textbooks, many 
of the older versions do not 
contain all of the information 
needed for the course. Profes-
sors should take into consider-
ation how much the textbooks 
cost and find material to teach 
from that will not take such a 
huge toll on students’ pockets. 
It is not right for professors to 
require their students to pur-
chase a new textbook every se-
mester, especially in a period 

of slow economic recovery.
According to the L.A. 

Times, there are a few col-
leges where professors take 
into account the different de-
mographics they are teaching. 
They are more lenient towards 
the prices of textbooks and the 
various editions their students 
purchase. Some professors, 
such as Cal State Northridge 
professor Lynn Gordon, pur-
chase textbooks from their 
own pockets to lend to their 
students. Other colleges like 
UC Davis are working towards 
free e-textbooks that will even-
tually replace traditional text.

Students should not have to 
pay for expensive textbooks 
to pass a class. All profes-
sors should take into account 
how much their textbook 
choice costs. College stu-
dents already have to pay for 
tuition and living expenses, 
and the added burden of text-
book costs is unnecessary.
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Lives are built upon the mis-
takes we make on a normal basis. 
However, our mistakes should not 
mean that our natural rights as cit-
izens should be taken away. In the 
same way laws were implement-
ed to put citizens behind bars, 
the laws giving citizens the right 
to vote should still be enforced.

The 26th Amendment prohibits 
states and the federal government 
from taking away the right to vote 
from U.S. citizens, 18 years of 
age or older. This constitutional 
amendment does not mention 
the government’s ability to strip 
prisoners of their rights. Thus, 
shouldn’t everyone that is an 
adult citizen be allowed to vote, 
regardless of where they reside? 

Yes, there are those who have 
done horrid things, but that should 
not take away their right to vote 
and to voice their own opinion. It 
just brings up the question of who 
should vote in society in general. 
Voting is a right that people are 
given as citizens of the United 
States. The Constitution was writ-
ten for a reason, to have written 
proof of what citizens are entitled 
to.  Nowhere does it mention 
that the individuals behind bars 
should be excluded from their 
given rights as citizens of the U.S.  
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When criminals violate basic 
morals, many of their rights are 
limited. Although voting is a right 
all U.S. citizens are entitled to 
when they are 18 or older, com-
mitting crimes indicate they are 
not responsible enough to have 
them, especially since those who 
are admitted to prison with long 
sentences have committed crimes 
more serious than petty theft.

Prisoners’ rights are restricted in 
an effort for them to learn the im-
portance of the rights that they pre-
viously had and the responsibility 
that comes along with them. There-
fore,  prisoners should not have the 
privilege to vote. Only after serv-
ing time for their mistakes should 
they have their rights restored. 

With limited access to the in-
ternet to research political parties, 
candidates, or bills while serv-
ing their time, prisoners will not 
have a chance to make educated 
choices for which candidate or 
bill to choose and will vote pri-
marily for whichever political 
party they prefer or whichever bill 
seems most beneficial to them.

Just as cell phones are taken 
away from misbehaving teen-
agers, prisoners have disre-
garded simple rules, and should 
have certain rights taken away.

MOOR graphics by SAMMIE CHEN

College Textbooks Burning Holes in 
Students’ Pockets
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