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For many jobs, employers are
no longer considering applicants who have not excelled beyond an associate degree. In order
to continue economic prosperity, California needed to provide one million more bachelor’s degrees to its graduates. Bill SB-850, passed
on Sept. 29 by Gov. Jerry Brown, is the proposed solution to this endeavor because it would allow community colleges to provide bachelor’s degrees in
fields that require skilled workers. This four-year degree program will be established by no later than the 2017-2018 school year, ending
around 2022 - 2023 unless extended.
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Bachelors should

not be restricted to just
universities and colleges, extending it to community colleges would
not only be beneficial but fair.”
- Andrew Kao, sophomore

Straying from Tradition
   
    California’s Senate Bill 850 (SB-850) would permit 15 campuses among the 112 community colleges in the state the chance to
grant a four-year bachelor’s degree specific to the workforce in the
area. Existing laws require community colleges to offer instruction
through, but not beyond, the second year of college and authorizes
community colleges to grant associate degrees in arts and science.
        According to the California Legislative Information website, this bill,
commencing Jan. 1, 2015, would authorize the board of governors, in
consultation with the California State University and the University of California systems each, to be determined by the chancellor and approved by
the board of governors.   The bill’s goal is to help produce at least one million new jobs by 2025. Since local businesses will help to develop the pilot
programs, the bill would teach students everything fundamental to ensure a job in their area, and in the process, educate California’s workforce.
        The participating campuses must turn in a report that evaluates the overall effect of the bill one year before its expiration. If the results are positive
and it succeeds in its purpose, then the school board will develop another, much more developed program, based off this one, in the near future.
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“SB-850 will be the
salvation of many who find the
university campus an encumbrance.
Providing them this service will be
very benficial.”
- Elisa Martinez, junior

“I support the bill
since it gives students who
can’t afford expensive colleges to
get a good education.”
Jessica Chau, freshman
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“Providing bachelor’s
degrees is not community colleges’ original intent, [so] they can’t
offer the same quality of experience. But
I support [SB-850] because it will allow
more people into technical fields.” Matthew Chiu, senior

Two Sides to See of SB-850
   A new bill is on its way! In an historic first for public higher education in
the state, Gov. Jerry Brown signed legislation on Sept. 28 that allows California community colleges to award bachelor’s degrees in fields not currently served by the California State University or University of California.
    While this bill has a chance to lessen the gap between skill levels in
California, it could also widen the gap by not providing the same education required for a bachelor’s degree compared to universities. According to Dr. Ken Nuger on Spartan Daily, this eight-year change is unpleasant, due to its potentially lowered quality of education to gain a bachelor’s
degree for a better price at community colleges since it will be cheaper
to earn a bachelor’s degree at a community college than in a university.
      The Chancellor’s Office for California Community Colleges wrote
a letter of support for the bill to Assemblyman Das Williams, D-Santa Barbara, who chairs the higher education committee, saying SB850 “does not seek to change the mission of the community colleges in the Master Plan for Higher Education. It only seeks to help the
state of California address unmet workforce needs in fields where entry requirements have progressed beyond the associate degree level.”    
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Education is said to be worth every cost, but realistically, economic factors may still limit one’s options for schooling. California’s SB-850 will ensure for some
students that the benefits of a higher education can be attained with a lower price.
    
SB-850 was   created in response to projected workforce shortages in California’s future. According to California Legislative Information, California needs to produce 1 million more bachelor’s degrees to remain economically competitive. In addition, there is a greater demand for workers with higher education in certain fields. According to the SB-850 Fact Sheet, these degree
programs will provide practical job training for workers, which will help boost local economies.
Students may also benefit personally from SB-850. Those who do not wish to move far away
from home to attend a university could potentially find the same program at a nearby community college.
Also, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the median weekly earnings in 2013 of workers over
age 25 with a bachelor’s degree is $1,108, compared to $777 for workers with an associate’s degree.
Overall, SB-850 has the capability to provide more students with higher education and to boost local economies.

