
Moors Go Head-to-Head Against Rams
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I can honestly say that joining 
newspaper staff was one of the 
happiest moments of my fresh-
man year. I can remember the 
pure ecstasy I felt when I first 
saw my words reaching thou-
sands of readers. My voice was 
actually being used as a medium 
to enhance the bond between 
the athletics department and the 
student body. Even now, enter-
ing my senior year, I’m still in 
disbelief. I remember running 
around, telling people to read 
my article for critques. It was 
then that I encountered someone 
who was … less than pleasant.

This particular person was 
quite blunt and asked, “Why are 
you writing for the Sports page? 
People who read the newspaper 
don’t like sports and athletes 
don’t even care about school.” 
Looking back, I am embarrassed 

that I didn’t speak up. At this point 
in my journalism career, I have  
interviewed nearly 100 players 
and coaches, all from different 
backgrounds and teams. Maybe 
it’s just the outspokenness that I 
have developed, but I feel obligat-
ed to write my feelings. In no way 
have I ever gotten the impression 
that scholars and athletes are mu-
tually exclusive titles. For some-
one to generalize a population of 
the student body because of their 
interests is just narrow-minded.

To that one person who left 
me speechless, I’m sure that 
you wouldn’t appreciate some-
one stereotyping you based on 
your extracurriculars. Maybe 
you were bitter after having been 
judged because you were in so-
and-so club, but in no way does 
that give you the permission to 
do the same to someone else by 
generalizing athletes to have one 
identity and one mind-set. I am 
not an athlete, but I have talked 

to enough of them to know that 
each has a sense of individuality.

Now, with pen in hand, I have 
decided to use this opportunity 
to be the voice of the people. 
As sports editor, not only do I 
have the responsibility to ac-
quire facts from the athletic 
teams, but more importantly 
I have the moral obligation 
to speak up when I see some-
thing unjust. What I took away 
from this experience is that we 
can’t rely on others’ opinions 
to guide us, especially if they 
try to discourage us from doing 
something we have a passion in.

So go ahead. High school is a 
time to work hard, but it’s also 
a time to find a way to express 
yourself as you prepare for an 
upcoming odyssey — adult-
hood. If you find a means of eu-
phoria through sports, then pick 
up the ball, the racket, the bat, 
whatever. Just don’t let anyone 
stop you from being … you.

BRIANA THAI
Staff Writer
    

On Friday, Sept. 12, the varsi-
ty football team went up against 
the Temple City Rams at Moor 
Field in their first home game. 
As the game began, the stands 
filled up and the crowd’s an-
ticipation continued to grow.        

“We are going to win with the 
help and support of the fans and 
cheerleaders. This will be our best 
game of the season,” Jerry Desan-
tis, AHS Athletic Director said. 

The game began with the Rams 
receiving the kickoff. Four min-
utes into the game, Temple City 
scored 7 points with a completed 
touchdown and an extra point. On 
the ensuing possession, the Moors 
pushed for the fourth down recov-
ery, but was forced to play defense 
again after the unsuccessful run to 

the 30-yard line. At the end of the 
first quarter, the Rams led 0-7.

The team pushed through the 
beginning of the second quarter, 
but was unsuccessful in attempt 
to tie the game at 7 apiece. After 
Temple City received the ball, 
the Rams fumbled and gave the 
Moors a chance to even the score. 
Alhambra scored their first touch-
down following the turnover, tying 
the game. Soon after, Temple City 
scored another touchdown but 
missed the extra point, leaving the 
score at 7-13 leading into halftime.

The Moors started the second 
half of the game with the ball, but 
soon lost it at the 50-yard line. Six 
minutes into the quarter, Temple 
City scored another touchdown 
making the score 7-20. The Moors 
drove the ball down the field all the 
way until the third quarter ended.

As the last quarter started, the 

Moors scored to make the game 
14-20. Temple City tried again 
but failed to score on their fourth 
down, and the ball was given to 
the Moors. But the Rams came 
back with an interception and 
touchdown, bringing the score to 
14-27. This deficit would prove 
to be too much for the Moors 
to overcome as the Rams pre-
vailed with a final score of 14-33.

“We have improved from our 
previous two games, and  I think 
we will do [well] moving for-
ward in the season.” sophomore 
receiver Dominic Wilson said. 

Although they are cur-
rently on a three game losing 
streak, the Moors expect to im-
prove throughout the season. 

“We have made significant im-
provements each week and I ex-
pect that we will continue to do so,” 
Head Coach Eric Bergstrom said. 

Three Years 
Later ...

Time Deficiency For High School AthletesJV Water Polo 
Drives for Success
ANHAYTE GUJARDO
Staff Writer

With California’s seemingly 
never-ending heat, athletes in 
the fall season are experiencing 
first-hand the struggles of prac-
ticing in the sun. The JV boys’ 
water polo team, however, spends 
their time refreshed in the water 
as they work tirelessly to im-
prove and perfect their skills for 
their upcoming league games. 

Finishing last season with a 
3-4 record, the team continues to 
work on their techniques and bat-
tle strategies in order to improve. 
Having played four games so far 
the team currently holds a pre-
season record of 1-4 and are look-
ing to their next match on Sept. 
19 in the El Rancho Tournament.

“The team is performing 
very well this season. They’re 
a talented bunch and are con-
tinuing to improve their skills 
both on offense and defense,” 
Head Coach Adrian Lopez said.

Due to the new players that 

were recently recruited, the 
team has emphasized the impor-
tance of passing the ball, keep-
ing a good awareness of their 
surroundings and making sure 
everyone is on the same page. 
By practicing alongside their 
varsity teammates, the JV play-
ers has had the opportunity to 
prepare for future matches by 
improving on their treading, drib-
bling, passing and shooting with 
the more experienced players.

“In recent games I have seen 
that the team has a very good de-
fense. We also seem to never give 
up no matter how difficult the 
team we are playing against seems 
to be,” senior flat Ivan Yu said.

With the strong shooters they 
have this season, the team is pre-
pared to take more shots during 
each game. Lopez explained that 
with the more shots attempted dur-
ing each game, the greater chance 
of scoring. With the team’s deter-
mination and ambition to win, the 
Moors are steadily preparing for 
any match that comes their way.

WESLEY TSAI
Staff Writer
    

Sports are usually fun and 
games, but when a person joins 
an organization such as a high 
school team, it becomes heavy 
competition. In high school, there 
are typically three different lev-
els of teams: frosh/soph, junior 
varsity and varsity.  By stepping 
onto the sport, a player has made 
a commitment to give their 100 
percent.  However, there are some 
players that get outshone and 
don’t get recognized by the coach, 
therefore not being able to prove 
their capabilities during games.    

“The coach should give [the] 
bench warmers a chance to play 
because the best players can-
not do everything by them-
selves. If they’re out for injury, 
the second, third or fourth [op-

tions] will have to [have the 
experience needed to] step up 
and improve to take on more re-
sponsibilities,” senior track and 
field athlete Patrick Cheng said.

For most programs, the starting 
lineup consists of the top five or 
six members, depending on the 
sport. They are the foundation of 
the team.  The substitutes are the 
players to cover the starters when 
they are tired or need a break 
from their mistakes, but they are 
also often bench warmers who do 
not get to play on the court or the 
field unless it is during practice.  

“I believe certain schools have 
certain strategies. If they need 
to get the upper hand on an op-
ponent then it’s okay to adjust 
a lineup for that reason.  As for 
bench warmers, I feel like we 
need to put in the players that 
will help us win,” junior vol-

leyball player Andy Giang said.
Most players feel like it is the 

right thing to do to sub in the 
bench because each has a dif-
ferent view from the coaches.  
Rather than wanting to play for 
fun like many high school ath-
letes do, coaches may set the 
lineup or starters so that they can 
win because an organized team is 
not organized just to play for fun.

“High school is different com-
pared to little league. Everyone 
is required to play because [peo-
ple pay to be on the team].  In 
high school, it’s more competi-
tive.  It’s the coaches’ opinion, 
though most players should be 
able to play and get the chance to 
shine, but being a bench warmer 
doesn’t mean you won’t be a star 
by the time you are a senior, so 
don’t be discouraged,” Athletics 
Director Gerald Desantis said.
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HEAD TO HEAD In football’s preseason match on Friday, Sept. 12, 
the AHS Moors came face-to-face against the Temple City Rams.
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PINPOINT PRECISION Varsity water polo player Miguel Rubio, 
sets up a pass during the first quarter of the game vs. Arcadia on Sept. 
16th.


