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National Hispanic Heritage Month is 
an opportunity for Americans to recognize the contributions made by Hispanic American citizens as 

well as to appreciate their culture and importance. From Sept. 15 to Oct. 15, American citizens pay tribute to influen-
tial Hispanic Americans. This event is acknowledged by a various amount of groups, from the president to small organiza-

tions, such as AHS’ very own Latin American Student Organization (LASO). Though the month is dedicated to 
those of Hispanic heritage, the celebration allows all Americans to recognize the accomplish-

ments Hispanics have made throughout history.

Just last year, the Latin 
American Student Organization (LASO) 

was founded to be a club that celebrates cultural 
awareness. Naturally, they organized plans for this year’s 

National Hispanic Heritage Month. From Sept. 15 to Sept. 19, 
LASO held a cultural heritage week with events that allowed mem-

bers to get in closer touch with their cultures.
    Rather than being decked out in blue and gold like they would usu-

ally be told to, students proudly displayed their nations colors on Monday, 
National Colors Day. On Thursday, LASO discussed the historical figures who 
have made a profound change in Hispanic Heritage. The following day, LASO 
screened movies in Room C-228 throughout the week during lunch about 
famous Hispanic and Latino leaders in order to recognize their contributions 
to the world.

    LASO plans to once again attend a Dia de los Muertos, or Day of the 
Dead, festival later in the year. Dia de los Muertos is a traditional 

Latin American holiday that honors dead ancestors with lively 
celebrations. People who celebrate this custom avoid 

somber mourning, as death is said to be a natu-
ral part of life.
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 Sept. 15 marks the beginning of National Hispanic Heritage Month, when we rec-
ognize important Hispanic and Latino Americans who contributed to American innova-
tions and the fight for racial equality are recognized. Officialized by President Lyndon B. 
Johnson and extended by Ronald Reagan, Sept. 15 was chosen to be the official date, 
coinciding with the anniversary of independence of Costa Rica, El  Salvador, Guate-
mala, Honduras and Nicaragua.
 National Hispanic Heritage Month celebrates all important people with a Spanish 
background. An example of an important Latino leader is Cesar Chavez, one of the 
first leaders to create the civil rights movement for the Spanish. Before his time, many 
Latino and Hispanics were discriminated against and racial inequality was a major 
problem. However, Chavez made it much less prevalent. These movements created 
by Latino Americans that decided that they were being treated unfairly risked their 
lives for future Latino and Hispanics to live a better life and to have the common 
civil rights. 
 During this time, all members with contribution will be recognized for their 
brave efforts. However even after Oct. 15, we should always remember 
the struggles that have been made in the past to ensure a better future.
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FUN FACT:     H
ispanic 

Heritage Month has been fea-

tured on Sesame Street

FUN FACT:     1
.1 

million: The number of His-

panics or Latinos 18 and older 

who are veterans of the U.S. 

armed forces.

FUN FACT:    
The first year that 

Hispanic heritage 

month was celebrated 

on a national level was 

1968 where it began 

as a  week-long 
celebration. 

FUN FACT: 
National Hispanic Heri-

tage Month is meant to cel-
ebrate the customs, legacies, 

and achievements of U.S 
citizens with Hispanic 

roots    

Information gathered by : SYLVIA WINSTON


