Do you think that the voting age requirement should be lowered from 18 to 16-years-old?

Pros
“No, people who are sixteen tend to be radical.
They’re not ready to make the decision. They
tend to ignore what politicians talk about, [so]
they’re easily manipulated.”
-Aaron Ruiz, Senior
“Yes, definitely, [because] so many students
our age are concerned about politics, especially
regarding school funding. We can’t do anything
about it because we aren’t old enough to vote.”
-Ashley Garcia, Senior
“No, because we [as sixteen-year-olds] are not
fully mature yet. Voting is part of being an adult
and being eighteen is about reaching a certain
maturity. Some people would just vote without
thinking about it.”
-Abram Villanueva, Junior

Cons

•

Younger generations are fairly  
represented.

•

Some people are not mature
enough to make an informed
decision.

•

Some adolescents are mature
enough to make a responsible,
well-thought-out decision.

•

Some students would use voting
as an excuse to skip school.

•

It would accurately reflect popular opinion on campus.

•

It would be a costly decision to
include adolescents.

•

Voting would encourage sixteen- •
year-olds to mature and develop
a political opinion.  

Political party conflicts could appear on campus.

“Yes, because a lot of sixteen-year-olds have a
strong opinion on politics and changing regulation would allow us to express ourselves.”
-Stephanie Wong, Sophomore

“No, I don’t think it should be lowered to
sixteen because most sixteen-year-olds are too
immature to follow the political process.”
-Brandon Gurrola, Senior
“When you’re eighteen, you’re a lot more mature, but there are some sixteen-year-olds who
are a lot more mature than eighteen-year-olds. If
you’re old enough and mature enough to actually handle the responsibility.”
-Leslie Hwang, Freshman
“No, because sixteen-year-olds don’t really
know enough about the world to be able to
decide their country’s future; there are some
sixteen-year-olds that do, but the majority
don’t.”
-Emily Adsit, Senior
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The Moor serves as one of the checks and balances of district and school policies.
It is an open forum for the campus population and one of the records of Alhambra High
School’s history. The Moor is not a vehicle for the promotion of any school organization,
individual and/or activity, excluding those promoted via paid advertisement. The Moor
is protected under the First Amendment of the United States Constitution and California
Education Codes 48907 and 48950.
The Moor encourages students, faculty and community members to submit Letters
to the Editor. Topics need not deal with stories previously published but should pertain to
issues affecting the school and/or surrounding community.
Letters can be delivered to C-225, or the The Moor’s suggestion box in the Activities
Office at least one week in advance. For legal reasons, The Moor cannot publish letters
written anonymously but can withhold the name of the writer at their request. The Moor
also reserves the right to refuse publication when the opinions expressed or issues discussed
have been previously addressed or are of no relevance to the campus community and/or
surrounding areas as deemed by the Editorial Board.
Note: Issue reviewed and edited by adviser for content and journalism standards.
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