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California budget cuts have been
an ongoing problem that have caused
class sizes to increase, courses to be cut and a rise in
college tuition. As a result,
many California State Universities (CSUs) have considered implementing student success fees that would
provide financial support to
places around the campus
that have a significant impact
on a student’s retention and
graduation. CSUs, such as
Fullerton, Dominguez Hills,
Fresno and San Diego, all
have student success fees,
which range from $200 to
$500 each semester. These
fees can add up to about
$1000 a year. Student fees
are an attempt to shift more
education costs to students
without increasing tuition.
Student success fees can provide
more course selections, more academic support and recreational opportunities. Some ways to utilize the
fee include expanding library hours
and resources, enabling Wi-Fi across
the campus or hiring more faculty
members. If colleges are able to prove
they can remain financially durable
in tough economic times, donors
will be more likely to donate more
money to colleges. With success fees,
CSUs will have extra money and can
use it to help students be successful.

However, there is no guarantee regarding what the money will be used
for, as what it will be invested in is determined by each individual campus. Some
colleges have implemented the fees, yet
have not changed the campuses at all.

Classrooms are not updated with the
latest technology or more faculty members as promised. In fact, according to
San Jose Mercury News, San Jose State
has spent nearly 40 percent of their success fees on athletics, something hardly
mentioned in the priorities presented.
Many students from different campuses have protested against these fees,
saying that they should rollback the success fees, but CalPoly president Jeffrey
D. Armstrong had announced that success fees began in the fall semester of
2012, according to CalPoly News. By
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Wong?
(Non-Cheesy) Advice on Being You
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As teens, the pressures of academic, social and
familial expectations can easily engulf us. The fear
of not receiving an A in our hardest class, the dread
of being compared to a sibling or even the agitation of not being as skinny as that one friend who
can eat whatever they want and never gain weight
seems to hit us hard. Being judged for what we do,
like, say or what we cannot be makes hiding in the
shadows sound like a better option than facing the
risk of being pointed out. In a society that can be
quick to judge and perceive, many of us cannot understand what confidence is or how to be confident.
It is easy for the feeling of “I can’t” to dominate
our mentalities, but confidence is about not allowing
that to happen. This is where the “non-cheesy” advice comes in: we all need to throw “I can’t” out the
window and never use it in our vocabularies again.
Knowing that you can makes you more comfortable in your own skin because, at the end of the day,
you totally can. Having that extra pep in your step
and an enthusiastic smile is all about staying true to
yourself. Knowing who you are and all the wonderfully fantastic things you are capable of will result
in a more positive, radiant and self-assured you.
Confidence is not some miracle pill or wonder
food we can all buy from a shop. Building real confidence comes from setbacks, recovery and believing in yourself despite what gets thrown your way.
So, have the confidence in knowing that the countless hours of studying for that A will be worth it and
that your sibling cannot do things the way you can.
Do not let the fear of being put down deprive you
of your perseverance, or worse, of your confidence.

the fall semester of 2014, 11 of the 23
CSU campuses will charge these fees.
Student success fees are merely
an inconspicuous way of increasing
the costs of attendance. These fees
are shifting more costs to students
for fundamental educational services that should
be included in their tuition.
Many students are struggling to afford college itself,
and the addition of the fee
will have them suffer more,
which may cause college
students to drop out. Many
students are already in debt
and may have to struggle
to pay for the extra fees as
well. Some college students
have part time or full time
jobs and the new added
fees may cause them to put
in even more work hours
which may then cause a
higher risk of lowering their
grades. Some high school
graduates may not even be
able to attend college because of rising tuition costs. Success
fees only help students who can afford the tuition and the additional fee.
Even though these fees allow more
money to be spent on students, what
is not determined is the priority of
classes or departments that the money
will be spent on. By allowing this bill
to pass, CSUs are shown that college students are willing to pay more
for education and this may be taken
advantage of in the near future. Is it
really worth it to pull out more loans
and be in debt to get your diploma?
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Say No to PGD
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If you had the chance to ensure that your
child would never inherit a disease that results
from a genetic mutation, would you take it?
The genetic testing of embryos has been around
for over a decade; however, its use has increased
in recent years due to more efficient methods
and the discovery of disease-causing genes.
According to CNN, there is a fairly new procedure called the pre-implantation genetic diagnosis (PGD) that allows doctors to test embryos
before they implant them into a woman’s womb
in order to ensure that certain gene mutations are
not passed on. They perform PGD by using in vitro fertilization (IVF), so the sperm will fertilize eggs outside of the womb, creating embryos.
One cell will be removed and tested for hundreds
for genes when the embryos are a few days old.
In addition, this procedure could also be utilized
for the selection of embryos based on other genetic
factors. For example, also according to CNN, parents could decide to choose their future child’s gender, and in the future, certain behavioral and physical
characteristics such as intelligence, height and hair
color. Wealthy parents can afford to pay $20,000 for
each cycle of IVF, but other parents may not have
the finances to do so. Therefore, over time, certain
diseases can become relegated to a particular social
group. The gap between the wealthy and everyone
else has been expanding, so why should IVF be used
as another method to widen the gap even more?
This procedure brings to light a myriad of
moral and social issues. While PGD can relieve
parents of their worries of their children potentially contracting a fatal disease due to a genetic
mutation, this would be playing God. Everyone
is born with certain flaws and characteristics, and
we should be embracing our flaws and accepting
them instead of trying to find ways to change them.

Attempts to Maximize on Minimum Prison Time Falls Short
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Attorney general Eric Holder
voiced his approval for changes
concerning drug-related sentences.
If approved, the Sentencing Commission proposal would lower the
base offense of punishment to acts
associated with drugs of varying
quantities, while leaving harsher
minimum sentences for severe drug
offenses. While one of the proposal’s purposes is to decrease prison
spending, addressing life after prison can further decrease spending.
Reducing prison time would definitely decrease prison-spending,
as the government overspends on

crime with non-comparable results.
Time is essential to ensure that
criminals can reflect on their actions
and be kept away from society when
they are deemed a threat. However,
a thin line is drawn between protecting society and helping the criminal,
making prison times difficult to determine. A lower minimum sentence
for minor drug offenses will get
criminals back to society sooner, but
does not ensure change for the better.
Prison time reduction is needed,
but programs to aid ex-criminals
to reenter the workforce are also
necessary. Ex-prisoners returning
to the working field are considered
potential threats. Being barred from
necessities such as housing does not

encourage ex-convicts to find work.
Also, many employers are not eager to
hire those who have a history of committing crimes, pushing them back to
drug trafficking or drug abuse. Government money should not be spent
pushing convicts to commit crimes
again but encourage people at risk to
become functional members of society.
A minimum prison time is crucial
when dealing with those who do not
abide the law. Though judges may
try to make sentences proportional
to the crime, there is no exact way
to standardize prison times for minor
drug offenses. However, what matters most is not the length of time a
person spends in prison, but the quality of the time they spend reflecting.
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