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California Secures Testing Waiver,
Implements Field Tests in Lieu of CSTs
OLIVIA CHEUNG
Editor in Chief

For the many Californian students who
have been accustomed to the annual California State Tests (CST), this year marks
a transition with the elimination of state
tests in favor of common-core-aligned
field tests.
“We appreciate the Obama Administration’s approval of this important
request, which will allow far more
California students to get a hands-on
experience with the new 21st century
assessments that will help guide them
as they gain the skills they need to succeed in the real world of careers and
college,” State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson said, according to a released statement.
According to the Washington Post, California joins Idaho and Montana as the third
state to receive a test waiver from the U.S.
Department of Education (DoE), allowing them to give field tests to all schools
within their state. These waivers allow
flexibility under the No Child Left Behind
Act, which requires states to annually test
students in grades three to eight and once
more in high school.
“Though there should be some kind of
test to provide students with a goal to meet,
I never thought the CST really determined
my abilities,” senior Oscar Menjivar said.
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“I thought of the test as something where
there was a 25 percent chance of getting
the right answer.”
The waivers originated last year from
the DoE that offered states the option of
foregoing double-testing students with
both field tests and the regular state exams, as stated by Education Week. With
the passing of Common Core, state tests
needed to be changed in order to adjust

schools to refrain from reporting any data
to teachers, administrators and parents on
student progress.
This year serves as a transitional period
where educators are still being trained to
make lesson plans that teach students how
to think critically before Common Core is
officially implemented in the 2014-2015
school year.
“The SBAC helped train teachers to
adapt to the new Common Core digitized testing. State officials are able
For [upperclassmen], we expect
to receive feedback from us regardthat the new Common Core
ing what [works]and what does not,
tests will be easier [...] as
such as whether or not our technolthey progress through the
ogy can handle the tests,” Assistant
Principal of Guidance Carol Young
Common Core curriculum.
said. “For [high school students], we
- Carol Young
expect that the new Common Core
tests will be easier for students as
to the new testing standards. However, they progress through the Common Core
common-core-aligned state tests will not curriculum.”
be ready until spring of 2015, thus creating
This raises large concerns from accounta dilemma for states: should they continue ability proponents who argue that this
testing students on old standards?
one-year delay will affect students’ growth
Furthermore, according to Education trend lines that have accumulated years of
Week, because field tests are experimental data which track performance progress.
by design, incorporating sample questions
However, others assert that the one year
from the developing common-core-aligned gap would not harm students.
state tests, they are not expected to accu“In any state, including California, that
rately measure student achievement. Thus, receives this flexibility, there will be no
participating schools are not expected to lessening of support for struggling stureceive scores from this year’s SBAC. In dents,” DoE spokeswoman Dorie Nolt
addition, the waiver allows participating said, according to the Washington Post.
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Prom Debuts at the Wallis Annenberg Building

DIANA LI
DENISE TIEU
News Editors

On the night of April 5, over five hundred students attended Junior Council’s
Prom. Held at the nearby California Science Center’s Wallis Annenberg Building, the dance began at 7 p.m. and concluded at 12 a.m. The site offered 32,000
square feet of scenery, including several
water fountains and a Japanese garden.
“Our location definitely helped make it
unique since it was one of the first Prom
locations [with a] garden for people to
walk around, along with the Japanese
Garden on the second floor decorated
with a lounge and [...] lights that made
Prom seem more intimate for couples
who went together. [...] At the same time,
it was a fun atmosphere where friends
could hang out and enjoy each other’s
company,” Junior Council Vice President Deborah Lee said.
Aside from the dance floor, attendees had the option of visiting
the activity room, which included casino games such as black-

jack, craps and roulette.
“Everyone looked so happy in the activity room, dance floor and upstairs garden. All the positive social media feedback just reinforced how great [...] Prom
was for the seniors,” Junior Council President Vivian Chau said.
This year’s Prom theme was “Will You
Take A Chance With Me?”, complemented by the colors navy and champagne.
“[Prom] was a great experience. The
DJ was pretty good and the place was
nice. [I enjoyed] the mini garden with the
pond on the second floor; it was nicely
decorated and relaxing,” senior Amanda
Zhou said.
Prom Court was announced during the
middle of the night; Vivian Li and Raymond Tang were crowned Prom Queen
and King.
“I was really happy to know I won with
Raymond, [but] it’s simply a title made
by votes [and] I hope everyone had fun with their dates, because
everyone had a king or queen by their side for the night.”
PHOTO courtesy of VIVIAN LI

CSU to Impose
‘Success Fees’

CINDY LUO
REBECCA ZENG
Staff Writers

Besides regular annual tuition and other
campus-based enrollment fees, thousands
of undergraduate California State University (CSU) students are facing an extra
charge for higher education in the form of
student “success fees.”
According to the Southern California
Public Radio (SCPR), since 2011, CSUs
have started to rely on students to help pay
for more academic resources and support
services, which state funding can no longer cover due to years of deep educational
budget cuts. The CSU Chancellor’s Office
has approved 10 Cal State Universities,
including campuses in Los Angeles and
San Diego (SDSU), to ask students to pay
mandatory success fees each semester on
top of their tuition so far, which are used
to provide more course sections and recreational opportunities.
According to the Los Angeles Times,
the annual tuition for all Cal State universities is $5,472 without additional costs..
For SDSU and other new schools that have
just started implementing success fees, the
fees will be phased in over a period of four
years. According to the school’s website,
the success fee will start in the fall of 2014
at $50 per semester and increase by $50
per semester for a total fee of $200 per semester by the 2017-2018 academic year.
However, students have already been
protesting such fees at Cal State campuses,
questioning if it is just an attempt to indirectly increase tuition.
“I think success fees should be included
in the tuition, not counted as a separate
fee,” senior Marilynn Bach said.
On the other hand, some students view
the fees as necessary payments and a guarantee of quality education.
“I believe the success fees are necessary
because they help pay for programs that
will benefit the students,” senior Jeffrey
Le said.
Other than imposing mandatory “success fees,” the California State Student
Association (CSSA) has proposed a statewide voluntary payment that costs $2 per
semester per student called the Student Involvement and Representation Fee.
In any case, though at the cost of more
payments, administrators were trying to
maintain the funding for public education,
according to SCPR.
“This is about student investment and
enhancing the student experience,” president of the CSSA Sarah Couch said, according to the Los Angeles Times.
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