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14-year-old soccer player Hal-
ey Berg was engaging in another 
normal day of practice, when her 
phone rang from the depths of her 
backpack. It was yet another call 
from a college recruitment coach. 

Before she entered ninth grade, 
she was in contact with 16 college 
recruiters; three of them offered 
her full-ride scholarships from 
the University of Colorado, Texas 
A&M and the University of Texas.

Athletes around the na-
tion from the ages of 11 to 16 
have been recruited by college 
coaches. According to the New 
York Times, the reason why the 
youth recruitment rate has sig-
nificantly increased is because it 
is “generally traced back to the 
professionalization of college 
and youth sports, a shift that has 
transformed soccer and other rec-
reational sports from after-school 
activities into regimens requiring 
strength coaches and managers.”  
Some youth are being trained 
in their early years to give them 
an advantage in being recruited. 

However, some have said that 
early devotion to colleges may 
distract athletes from academics 
by making the students stop put-
ting in effort because they already 
have  guaranteed acceptance into 
the university of their choice.

To many teenage athletes, 
their ultimate dream is to play 
professionally.  By being given 
the opportunity of a scholar-
ship, they are given a chance 
to make it to the big leagues 
and pursue their ideal career.

“The recruitment process for 
college athletics is a great oppor-
tunity, [but] it can become a has-
sle and it also harms kids because 
of the pressure it puts on them, 
especially [if they are] middle 
school kids.  But if they can han-
dle the pressure, I say go for it,” 
sophomore basketball and vol-
leyball player Noah Rinard said.

Although youth across Ameri-
ca are being recruited at a young 
age, the National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association (NCAA) strictly 
restricts the practice, according to 
the article. The NCAA indicates 
in its rule book that collegiate 
coaches and scouts are prohibited 
from calling potential athletes be-
fore the July after their junior year 

of high school. Thereafter, the 
players are not supposed to com-
mit to any college before signing 
a letter of intent during the spring 
of their senior year. However, the 
rule is commonly overlooked.

“All these recruitment coach-
es are limited in the number of 
ways they can approach these 
kids. I personally don’t think 
it’s a problem if the coaches 
and athletes have limited com-
munications. It’s okay to make 
communications in which both 
parties show interest, instead 
of the coaches bombarding the 
kids and pressuring them to at-
tend their college,” Athletics 
Director Gerald De Santis said.

According to Tudor Collegiate 
Strategies, most college coaches 
pressure their prospects into 
committing, rather than show-
ing passion toward their talents.  
A majority of the prospects who 
initially commit to colleges tend 
to transfer out or talk negatively 
about the way he or she was re-
cruited. Passion, on the other 
hand, makes the prospects “feel 
wanted,” whether it be a simple 
smile from the coaches or an im-
promptu visit to show that their 
sports department is a family.

1. How has basketball changed 
you as a person?
It has taught me character, mor-
als and lessons that I will never 
forget, which include respon-
sibility and maturing as a per-
son. 

2. What were some of 
your notable accom-
plishments in high 
school? 
I am a four-year mem-
ber of the basketball 
program, a four-year 
member of Leo Service 
Club and a three-year 
member of the volley-
ball program. I accom-
plished my goal of being a 
part of Associated Student 
Body as Director of Athlet-
ics in my senior year.

3. What college would you like 
to attend? What major do you 
plan to enter?
I would like to attend any college 
that offers my major. If I had to 
choose, it would be University 
of California, Santa Barbara. My 
major would definitely relate to 

business.
4. Do you plan to play basket-
ball in college?
I plan to try out for college 
basketball; however, I have 

served my time in high 
school, playing four years 
and I am content with 
leaving it with that. Noth-
ing can replace [my ex-
perience in] high school 
basketball.

5. What advice do you 
have for underclassmen 
in the basketball pro-

gram?
Some advice is to stick with 

[basketball] and not quit. All 
athletes go through a period 
of “burn-out” with their body 
wearing down and I highly 

recommend that you continue 
to work hard. Play to get better, 
but to have fun as well because 
it only lasts so long. 
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As their first California Inter-
scholastic Federation (CIF) game 
approached, the varsity girls’ soc-
cer team was motivated to fight 
in order to advance further in the 
CIF playoffs. The team’s first 
game was at Moor Field against 
the Pomona Catholic Pacers, who 
won their wild card game against 
St. Matthias the week before. 

“No matter what happens, I 
will be happy with this team. 
They have accomplished all their 
goals that they set in the begin-
ning of the year,” Head Coach Ar-
mando Gutierrez said. “First was 
to be undefeated, second [was] to 
become league champions and 
third [was] to make it to CIF.”

The game started at 3 p.m. 
with parents, students, teachers 
and administrators coming out to 
support the Lady Moors. Begin-
ning the first half of the game, 
there were excellent defensive 

and offensive plays from both 
teams. Playing with aggression, it 
wasn’t until the end of first half 
that the Moors fouled. The Pac-
ers received a penalty kick that 
scored them the first goal of the 
game. With the Moors continu-
ing to fight back, in the last 15 
seconds of the first half, sopho-
more forward Vivian Viramonte 
scored Alhambra their first goal 
and ended the first 30 minutes of 
the game with a tied 1-1 score.

Starting the second half, both 
teams were eager to hit the field. 
Soon after the clock started, Vira-
monte scored once again. How-
ever, according to the referees, 
the goal was not to be counted 
due to the fact that it was an off-
side kick, meaning that the for-
ward runner moved before the 
ball was kicked to her in order for 
her to make the goal. The game 
continued as the Moors con-
sistently  pressured the Pacers, 
causing a back and forth game 
consisting of many good scoring 

attempts from both teams’ caus-
ing the game to end in a 1-1 tie.

In order to resolve the tie, the 
teams were placed into sudden 
death overtime. Both teams were 
given 10 minutes each and what-
ever team scored first won. Nei-
ther teams were able to score in 
the first 10 minutes nor in the sec-
ond 10 minutes of overtime. This 
brought both teams to the final 
penalty kicks to decide the game. 

Each team was given five penal-
ty kicks. With Pomona being able 
to score three times and Alham-
bra twice, the game ended in a 4-3 
loss; the Lady Moors thus were 
unable to qualify further into CIF.

Although the team was unable 
to move on, the girls stay opti-
mistic and are looking forward to 
working hard in  next year’s season 
and once again qualifying for CIF. 

“Although our after season did 
not go as we planned, the season 
we planned for measured up to 
our expectations,” sophomore 
defender Vivyana Prado said.
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On Feb. 21, 11 AHS wrestlers 
competed in this year’s Califor-
nia Interscholastic Federation 
(CIF) finals. After qualifying 
from Almont League, this last 
round of CIF was the wrestlers’ 
opportunity to advance onto 
State Finals. However, the 
Moors were all eliminated af-
ter their individual rounds, of-
ficially ending the season for 
the wrestling 
t e a m .

A H S 
CIF fi-
n a l i s t s 
included 
f r e s h -
m e n 
B r a n -
don Ly, 
B o b b y 
Ramirez, 
P a t r i c k 
E r s i g , 
Gabryel 
Va lenzu-
lea; sopho-
mores Nevin Sanchez, Gage 
Flores, Gabriel Natera, Damian 
Rosales; juniors Daven San-
chez, Ethan Tavares and se-
nior Peter Sosa. In total, five 
representatives and six alter-
nates made up the AHS team.

The finals were held at West-
minster High School, through a 
double-elimination tournament 
process. The Moors, as a part of 
the Coastal Division, competed 
against 31 teams from nine dif-
ferent leagues in the final’s first 
round. Each wrestler had two 
chances after a losing round be-
fore they were officially outed. 

Despite not being able to ad-
vance on to State, the team looks 
back on the finals positively.

“The day went really well 
and the overall experience 
was phenomenal. This en-
tire [season] paid off on the 
mat that day,” Tavares said.

Compared to recent years, 
the team had the lowest number 
of CIF finalists to qualify from 
AHS. However, Head Coach 
Michael Williams sees this as 
a rewarding learning experi-

ence for the 
team’s un-

derclass-
m e n . 
With a 
l a r g e 
n u m b e r 
of fresh-
men and 
first-time 
wrestlers 
this year, 
Williams 
plans on 
b u i l d -

ing up 
from the ba-

sics of the sport and exten-
sively working on technique 
next season. He predicts that 
despite being an inexperienced 
group this year, the Moors will 
be a force to be reckoned with 
and will have a substantial 
lineup in the years to come.

“Wrestling isn’t a sport 
you can learn and catch on to 
quickly; it takes time. [The 
team] has come a long way 
and I see great promise in 
them. With what they have 
learned and experienced this 
year, we [will be] ready to go 
next year.” Williams said.

Recent Proliferation of Middle, High School RecruitmentsSenior Spotlight: Ricky Martinez

MOOR photo by SHANNON KHA
MOORS MEET PACERS Ready to put on a worthy fight, AHS varsity girls’ soccer initiates their first CIF 
game on Feb. 21 against Pomona Catholic High School with an exchange of high fives.

“I see great prom-
ise in [the team]. 

With what they have 
learned and experienced 
this year, we [will be] 
ready to go next year,”

- Michael Williams 


