
Varsity Girls’ Soccer Advancing Through CIF Ranks
work on communication skills.
The first round of CIF prelimi-
naries was on Feb. 19 against the 
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  The varsity girls’ soccer 
team has completed their sea-
son, continuing their success 
as the Almont League Cham-
pions. They wrapped up the 
season with a 7-2-1 record. 
   The team advanced further in 
this season than they had in the 
last few seasons. For the first time 
in four years, they won their first 
California Interscholastic Fed-
eration (CIF) playoff game and 
qualified for the second round. 
  “It feels amazing and very re-
warding. We worked hard and 
I’m glad that we [went] to the 
[second] round of CIF,” defen-
sive player Vivyana Prado said.
  In order to advance through 
CIF, the girls practice on Mon-
days, Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at Moor Field from 5-7 p.m. 

and on Saturdays from 8-11 
a.m. They continue to condi-
tion, practice passes in space and 

Marshall Eagles. Both teams had 
scored their first points within the 
first half of the game, causing the 

game to go into double overtime, 
which resulted in a 1-1 tie be-
tween both schools. After a grue-
some 120 minute game, the Lady 
Moors won on penalty kicks, end-
ing the game with a score of 4-3.
“I am so proud of my team for ac-
complishing [our victory] regard-
less of all the obstacles we have 
had to confront this season,” said 
captain Xiomara Diaz. “I am excit-
ed for what is to come. This is our 
first time we had made it past the 
first round [of CIF] in four years.”
Unfortunately, the team’s CIF 
bid came to an end against the 
Bloomington Bruins on Tues-
day, Feb. 24 following a 1-2 loss.
The team aspired to advance 
past the third round and ulti-
mately make Alhambra High 
School history by becoming 
the first girls’ soccer team to 
take the CIF Southern Divi-
sion title, but fell a bit short.
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    After finishing third in the Al-
mont League, the varsity wres-
tling team did not advance as a 
team to compete at California 
Interscholastic     Federation 
(CIF) dual finals. However, the 
Almont League Wrestling Finals 
determined who would advance 
individually to CIF. On Feb. 20-
21, seven wrestlers represented 
AHS at this year’s CIF Finals 
held at Marina High School. 
However, all of the Moors were 
eliminated throughout their indi-
viduals matches, concluding the 
2015 wrestling season for AHS.
  From the 14 weight classes 
competing at the Almont League 
Finals, only the top three wres-
tlers from each would move 
on to the next round. The CIF 
finalists from AHS included 
sophomores Gabryel Valenzuela, 
Jonathan Gonzalez and Bobby 
Ramirez; juniors Ruben En-

riquez, Eric Gonzalez, Michael 
Medina and senior Ethan Tavares. 
  According to Head Coach Mi-
chael Williams, he was con-
tent with the results from the 
Almont League finals and 
was glad to have the opportu-
nity to bring his athletes to CIF.
“Wrestling is tricky because 
anyone can have a bad day as 
much as they could have a good 
day,” Williams said. “[At the 
Almont League Finals], every-
one who should have quali-
fied did, [which sparked enthu-
siasm] within the wrestlers.”
 The CIF finals were held through a 
bracketed elimination process. In 
this round of CIF, only the top six 
would move on to the CIF Mas-
ters. Although none of the Moors 
advanced, they all looked at this 
experience positively and are en-
thusiastic about possibly quali-
fying to CIF Masters next year.
 “Just qualifying [to CIF] is a 
big accomplishment and com-

peting with [31] other schools is 
tough, but it’s a great experience 
to go through,” Ramirez said.
  After the regular season ended, 
practices involved smaller groups 
since they only consisted of those 
advancing to CIF. However, ac-
cording to Williams, CIF prac-
tices were having a second sea-
son because the atmosphere was 
different and the focus shifted 
gears to the wrestlers as indi-
viduals rather than as a team.
 With a compact team of 17, the 
Moors finished one place better 
than that of the previous season’s 
team and qualified nearly half 
of the totals of last year  to the 
CIF Finals. With a fairly young 
team, the Moors will only be los-
ing four wrestlers in the next two 
seasons. This means that most 
of the team has time to improve 
on their skills and the Moors 
can possibly qualify as a team 
to compete in the CIF matches.
 “We’ve had a good year 

with a young team and I’m 
glad that I’ll have most of 

Gratified Moment for Varsity Girls’ Water Polo
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  Varsity Girls’ water polo have 
proven exactly what they are 
capable of. After countless 
hours of practicing in the wa-
ter, they completed their pre-
season with a record of 4-5, 
and their league season record 
of 2-2 with a qualification in 
California Interscholastic Fed-
eration (CIF) Preliminaries.
      After claiming victory against 
Mark Keppel High School 
on Feb.11, the team quali-
fied for CIF for the first time 
in 20 years. A week after their 
win, the girls played their first 
round of CIF against Newbury 

Park High School on Feb.17. 
After putting up a strong fight 
throughout the game, the team 
ended their year with a 1-8 loss.
    “I felt that we all worked really 
hard the whole season, and the 
fact that we made it showed that. 
It was a really great feeling know-
ing it’s been a long time since 
girls’ water polo had made it to 
CIF for our school and I was just 
really proud and honored to have 
such an amazing team to work 
with,” setter Joyce Hong said.
  With the accomplishments 
made this year, in both girls’ and 
boys’ varsity, the team and the 
school have come across new 
enthusiasm for next year’s win-
ter season. This tightly bonded 

group of girls is now more de-
termined with the help of Head 
Coach Adrian Lopez to grow in 
strength and improve from this 
year’s mistakes. In order to de-
feat one of the toughest schools 
in the league, Montebello High 
School, and once again move on 
to CIF, the team encourages ath-
letes who would like to contribute 
to the team next year to also join 
the swim team this fall season in 
order to start building their core 
and get them prepared with con-
stantly having to be in the water. 
    “Our last game showed us that 
we are capable of making it to 
CIF, but still need work to win that 
game. By joining swim, we will 
enter next season with more con-

fidence and work harder in prac-
tice to be able to go farther than 

what we were able to achieve this 
year,” setter Sabrina Navarro said. 
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PUSHING FORWARD The Varsity Girls’ Soccer team fought through the first round of CIF vs. 
Marshall High School to reach the second round  of the playoffs at Bloomington High School.

SPLASHING THROUGH CIF Varsity Girls’ Water Polo 
freshman Sabrina Navarro sets up to score vs. Newbury Park 
High School defenders in the first round of  the CIF playoffs.

MOOR photo by YIBEI LIU

MOOR photo by SARA HERNANDEZ

my team from this year back 
next season,” Williams said.

GOING BEYOND Upon the ending of the season, seven members 
of the Alhambra wrestling team qualified for CIF held on Feb. 20-21 

Varsity Wrestling Sends Seven 
To Participate at CIF Finals


