
Eleven Wrestlers Advance To Arduous 
CIF Finals, Fighting to Qualify for State
KAYIU WONG
Staff Writer

Finishing the winter season in 
fourth place, the wrestling team 
officially ended their season af-
ter their Almont League finals on 
Feb. 1. The finals determined each 
of the 14 weight classes’ top three 
wrestlers and ultimately, which 
wrestlers would advance from 
league into the California Inter-
scholastic Federation (CIF) finals. 

Representing AHS are fresh-
men Brandon Ly, Bobby 
Ramirez, Patrick Ersig and Ga-
briel Valenzulea; sophomores 
Nevin Sanchez, Gage Flores, 

Gabriel Natera and Damian Ro-
sales; juniors Daven Sanchez 
and Ethan Tavares and senior Pe-
ter Sosa. These athletes have all 
qualified in this last round of CIF.

During the finals, held on Feb. 
21 and 22 at Westminster High 
School, they will be competing 
to advance on to State Finals. The 
CIF finals are held through a dou-
ble elimination tournament pro-
cess. The Moors are a part of the 
CIF’s Coastal Division and will be 
up against 31 teams from nine dif-
ferent leagues for the first round.

“[Qualifying for CIF] is one 
of the biggest accomplishments 
you can have in your athletic ca-
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VENI, VIDI, VICI As the wrestling season is nearing a conclusion, 
AHS wrestler Ethan Tavares aggressively locks his opponent in order 
to ensure his position in league finals, allowing him qualification to 
CIF.

South Korean Baseball Team Visits AHS In Friendly Exhibition Game
ANHAYTE GUAJARDO
SIMEON LAM
Staff Writers   

  As baseball season approaches, 
the Alhambra Moors have been 
preparing for the Almont League 
through preseason exhibition 
games. The team looks to begin 
their quest to defend last year’s 
league championship. Since base-
ball is one of the more widespread 
sports, Yatap High School from 
Seoul, Korea came to visit the 
Los Angeles area through the Far 
East Baseball Exchange. Prac-
ticing at Santa Anita Park, they 
scheduled 15 exhibition games 
that started on Jan. 23 and will 
continue through Feb. 22, due to 
efforts by the Far East Baseball 
Exchange Director Mike Gin.

In South Korea, baseball is es-
pecially competitive with only 
about 60 high schools, with Yatap 
High School being among the 
top baseball programs, accord-
ing to Gin. Their refined skills 
have attracted many professional 
scouts to attend their games out 
here on the west coast. In fact, 
a few players have already gone 
to the professional league, or 
Major League Baseball (MLB). 
The 15 teams they played or 

will play include six 2013 CIF 
League Champions, six top-100 
teams in California and teams in 
the MLB Urban Youth Academy. 

On Wednesday, Feb. 5, Yat-
ap came to visit the Alhambra 
Moors at Moor Field, recogniz-
ing them for their 2013 Almont 
League Championship that con-
cluded with a record of 20-7.

“It was a good experience, 
it was the first time most of us 
have played someone from out 
of this area,” third baseman/
pitcher Christian Maciel said. 

“This game showed us that we 
still have some work to do before 
our first game of the season.”

The game started off with the 
Moors putting up a fight in the 
first three innings, tying 1-1 with 
Yatap in the first inning. It wasn’t 
until the fourth inning that Yatap 
was able to strike back with four 
runs batted in. Due to errors, the 
Moors were able to score once 
more before the game’s ending 
in the 7th inning with a Yatap 
8-2 victory. This was Yatap’s 
fifth win since starting this Los 
Angeles Tour, losing two games 
against Burbank High School 
with a score of 3-0 and Arcadia 
High School with a 5-3 score.

“I have really enjoyed my time 

here in America. I’m surprised 
that it was not raining in Ko-
rea we practice in negative 10 
degree Celsius weather, so we 
have enjoyed the warmth here,”  
Yatap pitcher Yang Junho said.  

Although the Yatap High 
School team has not been ex-
posed to the full American expe-
rience, they are looking forward 
to going to Disneyland as part 
of their visit to the United States 
as soon as they finish their last 
game. Through the American 
pastime of baseball, two differ-
ent cultures were able to work 
together in order to create an op-
portunity for international good-
will between both the Ameri-
can and South Korean teams.

Alhambra Head Coach Steve 
Gewecke enjoyed the compe-
tition, especially for the play-
ers, as it was a “great opportu-
nity to play against one of the 
greatest teams in South Korea.” 
Gewecke, pursing his tenth con-
secutive Almont League title wa

“Overall, I thought that [Yatap] 
were a little more fundamentally 
sound in the five basics of base-
ball, which is running, fielding, 
hitting, power and arm strength,” 
Gewecke said. “I heard that they 
are coming out and we would def-

reer. Being one of the few who 
made it has been a great accom-
plishment for me,” Flores said.

Currently, the eleven advanc-
ing wrestlers continue to train 
hard every day in preparing for 
the finals. According to Sosa, 
escaping, pinning and tactic 
drills are a primary focus that 
Head Coach Michael Williams 
incorporates during practice.

“The basics and fundamentals 
win the matches. This year we 
are going to CIF for experience 
with so many young wrestlers. 
Next year we will be tougher, 
and the year after that, we will 
be dangerous.” Williams said.

Sanguine Outlook Despite Losing Season for Girls’ Basketball
KEVIN KONG
Sports Editor

Finishing the season with a 
record of 0-9 and a sixth place 
rank in Almont League stand-
ings, the varsity girls’ basketball 
team missed a qualification to 
California Interscholastic Fed-
eration (CIF). They are reflect-
ing on their performance and 
are treking onward in prepa-
ration for upcoming seasons.

“We were able to execute and 
do what we were supposed to 
during games. [However,] we 

should learn to be mentally fo-
cused and do the little things 
in order to achieve more goals 
that we were not able to accom-
plish,” captain Justina Sam said.

Players such as sophomore 
point guard Katherine Hui attrib-
uted the season to many factors 
including a lack of height, which 
forced the team to shoot from the 
outside more frequently. Though 
the team is a strong free-throw 
shooting group, a lack of size 
prohibited many players from 
driving in to the paint or draw-
ing fouls in the post, leaving the 

Moors unable to capitalize on 
their attempts at the free throw 
line. Other basketball players 
feel that the team, though having 
a shutout record, made progress 
in other virtues. The team con-
cludes the season with aspirations 
of improving small details and 
strengthening their confidence.

“We’ve improved on play-
ing together […] and commu-
nicating more. We learned to 
talk more on the court because 
we see that it helps us and it’s 
a big factor [in our perfor-
mance],” captain Aliyah Bui said.

Varsity Boys’ Soccer Finalizes Season in Fourth Place, Missing CIF Qualification
NATE GARCIA
Sports Editor

Two months into the new year, 
the AHS varsity boys’ soccer 
team is preparing to bring their 
Almont League season to an end.

The Moors practice every day 
at Moor Field and on school 
grounds,  from 3:15 p.m. to 5 p.m., 
working on exercises to improve 
on their skills and fundamentals. 

They completed their season 
with a record of 2-6, only slightly 

missing a qualification to Cali-
fornia Interscholastic Federation 
(CIF). The team is currently in 
fourth place in league, and only the 
top three schools qualify for CIF. 

“Next year, [the team] needs 
to improve on team chemis-

try, attending practice, learn-
ing how to control the ball 
and overall [playing] really 
hard,” senior Eric Moreno said.

Despite a diligent effort to 
achieve  a third place ranking 
in league to qualify to CIF this 

year, the Moor will continue to 
strive to improve for next  season.  

The Moors ended their sea-
son with a victory during their 
final game against the Mark 
Keppel Aztecs, finishing the 
game with a score of 2-0.
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TWO WORLDS COLLIDE During the AHS boys’ varsity base-
ball’s remarkable game against South Korea’s Yatap High School, 
Moor player Marco Briones clashes with Yatap’s catcher as he 
reaches home base.
initely like to play them again.”

The Alhambra team hopes to 
use this event to motivate them 

to practice harder in order to 
prepare for the Almont League 
games, which begin in March.


