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ALL-AMERICAN
HALL OF FAME

Department of Education Advocates for ELL Reform
REBECCA ZENG
Staff Writer

The era of online schooling has been 
steadily evolving over the years, accord-
ing to US News. Various online pre-
schools that currently exist include ABC 
Mouse and CHALK Preschool Online. 
Their subscription prices are $7.95 and 
$11.95 per month, respectively.

Studies have shown that the effect of 
online preschools can be both beneficial 
and detrimental to toddlers. Attending 
an online preschool could help early 
brain development, but it could also 
cause dependence on digital devices 
which would lead to a lack of three-
dimensional concepts, such as those 
found in building blocks, according to 
professor of psychiatry and behavioral 
sciences Dr. Gary Small on Market-
place.

In addition, some people believe on-
line preschools could help in providing 
better quality education for families 
with toddlers who do not go to tradi-
tional preschools.

“It is hard to try and come up with a 
curriculum, so that’s why I really like 
the online preschool because it does 
take a lot of the pressure off of me,” 
mother of three Monique Hurtado said, 
according to Marketplace.

However, some students agreed that 
having an online preschool environment 
at an early age could lead to lack of so-
cial skill development.

“Although it may be financially help-
ful, online preschools won’t provide the 
ideal learning environment a traditional 
one would,” sophomore Alina Cortez 
said.
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An estimated 10 percent of students in kin-
dergarten to twelfth grade, nationwide, are 
English Language Learners (ELL). ELLs are 
defined by the federal government as students 
who do not speak, read, write or understand 
English well enough to score a proficient on 
state achievement assessments. There are five 
levels of ELL proficiency: Ba-
sic, Low Intermediate, High 
Intermediate, Proficient and Ad-
vanced Proficient. As of now, 
the Assistant Deputy Secretary 
of the Office of English Lan-
guage Acquisition in the De-
partment of Education Libia Gil 
and Secretary of Education Arne 
Duncan are working together to 
help decrease the testing burden 
on ELL students and teachers. 

All enrolled ELLs are required 
to take an English proficiency 
exam every year in all states in 
order to see the student’s prog-
ress in learning English, as men-
tioned by the U.S. Department 
of Education.  In addition, ELLs are required 
to take the same mathematics and science tests 
as native English speakers. 

“We do believe in annual testing, but we 
also believe there’s overtesting. You have state 
assessments, you have local assessments, you 
have classroom assessments—some for differ-
ent purposes, not all for accountability,” Gil 
said, according to Education Week.

In California, the California English Lan-
guage Development Test (CELDT) is given to 
students whose primary language is not Eng-
lish. The CELDT tests a student’s ability in 
listening, speaking, reading and writing; it will 

soon be revised to fit Common Core standards.
“Sometimes newcomer ELLs don’t under-

stand the significance of the CELDT.  When 
they don’t try their best on the test, they can 
be placed in a [Structured English Immersion] 
(SEI) class that is too easy for them. Then they 
don’t feel challenged and their progress isn’t 
as rapid as it could be. Some ELLs who have 
been in the U.S. for longer than six years may 
not try their best on the CELDT because they 
don’t perceive themselves as English learners 
anymore,” ELL teacher Karen Jacobson said. 

A 2011 study conducted by UCLA’s Gradu-
ate School of Education and Information Stud-
ies found that ELLs are two times more likely 
to drop out of school than non-ELLs. Accord-
ing to TakePart, California has almost half of 
the U.S.’ ELL population. As mentioned by 
NBC, ELLs are the most disadvantaged mi-
nority in schools since there is a small pool of 
teachers who meet the requirements to teach 
ELLs. 

“The ones I see [that] drop out the most are 
students who come in their senior year. They 
believe they can learn enough English in one 
year [and go on] to a four-year university, but 

that’s not possible,” ELL teacher Esther Kalb-
fleisch said. 

According to the American Federation of 
Teachers (AFT), there is little research that fo-
cuses primarily on the instruction of ELL stu-
dents from kindergarten to twelfth grade. The 
AFT suggests devoting a specific time frame to 
ELL instruction during which different forms 
of English are taught, with an emphasis on 
speaking and listening. 

“Some students learn English quickly, some 
slowly. [...] It’s a shame that we push kids to 

another level when they 
aren’t ready. It can be 
incredibly stressful for 
students who get moved 
up to the next SEI level 
without having the Eng-
lish skills in place to suc-
ceed at that higher level,” 
Jacobson said. 

According to Daily 
News, Duncan and Gil 
believe that ELLs are 
vital for America’s fu-
ture. By spending more 
time teaching English to 
non-native speakers, the 
United States would have 
a larger pool of bilingual 

speakers, which would help in the global econ-
omy. Individuals who are bilingual or multilin-
gual are sought out by many careers, according 
to the Chicago Tribune.  

“I think it is very important to advance my 
English skills; without English, I can’t do any-
thing, such as the simplest daily communica-
tion. I do think the assessments [that I take] 
are helpful because they teach me a lot of [vo-
cabulary words], but I do want to protest that 
the grammar we learn is too easy and does not 
apply to our writing,” sophomore Xinran Zhao 
said. 
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Acadec Breaks Through to State Competition After Intensive Preparation
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Qualifying for the state-level competi-
tion for the second year in a row, AHS’ 
Academic Decathlon (Acadec) team ex-
emplifies how hard work can go a long 
way.

After the regional-level Los Angeles 
County Academic Decathlon competition, 
AHS’ Acadec was initially told they did 
not rank high enough to continue compet-
ing at the state-level. Later, however, the 
discovery and correction of a scoring er-
ror pushed up the team’s rank enough for 
them to qualify.

Competing against almost 400 other stu-
dents, AHS Acadec won 14 medals, which 
are awarded to the top scorers in each of 
the ten subjects. Junior Chi Yu won 7: gold 
in Math, Science and Interview; silver in 
Social Science; bronze in Economics and 

Speech; and one more for being the over-
all highest scorer on the team. Senior co-
captain Derek Duong took a gold medal 
with a perfect 
score in In-
terview and a 
bronze medal 
in Science; 
senior co-
captain Xenna 
Gallegos took 
silver in Inter-
view, sopho-
more Cindy 
Luo took gold 
in Interview; 
senior Nicho-
las Takasaki 
won bronze 
in both In-
terview and 
Speech and senior Bill Pok won a bronze 

in Math. Moreover, 22-year adviser Jen-
nie Malonek won Roberta Kordich coach 
award.

To prepare 
for competi-
tions, Acadec 
m e m b e r s 
spend long 
hours study-
ing massive 
amounts of 
content for 
four days a 
week. Pack-
ets of several 
hundred pag-
es for each 
of the seven 
o b j e c t i v e 
subjects (Art, 
Economics, 

Language and Literature, Math, Music, 

Science and Social Science) are just part 
of the material students must read. Rather 
than simply being smart, a strong work 
ethic is needed for success. In fact, com-
peting schools are required to have teams 
of three categories: “A”, “B” and “C” stu-
dents.

“I want to set the record straight,” Malo-
nek said. “Everyone thinks you have to be 
a genius or a braniac to be in Acadec. [But] 
all you need is the will to learn and work. 
Even if you’re a C-student, if you want to 
challenge yourself or prove something to 
friends [or colleges], then I want you.”

For members, being a part of Acadec 
also remains enjoyable due to the bonds 
they form with each other.

“My favorite part about [Acadec] is that 
the team isn’t just a team. We have been 
able to bond to the point where we’re 
a family and it makes those long hours 
worth it,” Gallegos said.
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