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Enthusiasm for CIF Finals
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  After long months of train-
ing, wins and losses, the regular 
wrestling season concluded at the 
2015 Almont League Wrestling 
Finals on Jan. 31. The Moors 
ended their season with a re-
cord of 3-2.  However, this last 
match determined the best indi-
vidual wrestlers in the Almont 
League and who would qualify 
for the California Interscho-
lastic Federation (CIF) finals.
    In each of the 14 weight 
classes, only the top three finish-
ers proceed to CIF and have the 
chance to advance further. At the 
conclusion of finals, it was de-
cided that seven wrestlers would 

represent AHS at CIF. These 
wrestlers include sophomores 
Gabryel Valenzuela, Jonathan 
Gonzalez and Bobby Ramirez, ju-
niors Ruben Enriquez, Eric Gon-
zalez and Michael Medina and 
senior Ethan Tavares. For some, 
CIF is not a new experience but 
the enthusiasm remains the same.
  “[Qualifying for] CIF this year 
was great because I get to expe-
rience it again, [but as a] league 
champion compared to [a] sec-
ond place finish last year,” 
sophomore Bobby Ramirez said.
   Despite some being experi-
enced with CIF, all of the quali-
fiers have been training daily with 
Head Coach Michael Williams, 
who has led the Moors through 
a positive season. CIF training 

consists of daily practices gen-
erally focusing on the specific 
weaknesses of each wrestler.
   “Each wrestler is focusing on 
improving on their own weak-
nesses for CIF and it’s im-
portant that we stay healthy 
and confident for CIF,” junior 
captain Eric Gonzalez said.
   Overall, the team finished 
third in the Almont League, a 
place higher than the perfor-
mance displayed last season by 
the Moors. However, according 
to captain Eric Gonzalez, the 
team kept positive all through-
out season and now it is time for 
each wrestler who advanced to 
focus on themselves. The CIF 
finals will take place on Feb. 20 
and 21 at Lakeside High School.

Varsity Girls’ Soccer Attempts to Win 
League, Strives Towards CIF Playoffs 
BRIANA THAI
Staff Writer
   
   Drawing near the end of the 
winter sports season, the varsity 
girls’ soccer team is nearing their 
goal of becoming Almont League 
Champions and qualifying past 
the third round of California In-
terscholastic Federation (CIF). 
The girls are motivated to play 
to their full potential and win 
the last two games of the season. 
  The Lady Moors continue to 
push through the season with five 
wins, two ties and one loss. They 
are currently tied for league cham-

pions with the Schurr Spartans 
with two games left in the season.
  “The team has improved sig-
nificantly from the first preseason 
game to now. We work better 
together on the field as well as 
in practices,” junior defensive 
player Christine Gomez said.
 The girls continue to practice 
four days a week for two to three 
hours at Moor Field. For the du-
ration of practice, they condition, 
run, execute passes and practice 
ball control, defensive and of-
fensive plays. They also play 
scrimmage, mainly emphasiz-
ing understanding one another, 

teamwork and communication 
abilities with the assistance of 
their new coach this season.
   “It has proven to be diffi-
cult adjusting to the new coach 
[Nabor Solis] this season, but 
I had confidence, and with 
time, the team adjusted,” se-
nior captain Xiomara Diaz said.
   The girls’ last two games of the 
season are on Tuesday, Feb. 10 
against the Bell Gardens Lancers 
at Moor Field and Thursday, Feb. 
12 against the San Gabriel  Mata-
dors at San Gabriel High School. 
These games will have a strong 
impact on their CIF chances.

Varsity Boys’ Soccer Aims For Top 
Three In League, CIF Berth At StakeANHAYTE GUAJARDO

Staff Writer
   
   With only a few weeks left till 
the end of their season, the var-
sity girls’ water polo team have 
pushed hard to qualify for the 
California Interscholastic Feder-
ation (CIF) Preliminaries. It was 
the team’s most recent league 
victories against Bell Gardens 
High School with a score of 13-
5, and the game against the Mark 
Keppel Aztecs on Feb.11 with a 
score of 8-7 that ultimately guar-
anteed the team a spot in CIF. The 
team currently has a league re-
cord of 2-2. Now having extend-
ing their season for another week 
the girls continue to practice on 
overcoming their weak points.
     “We have an aggressive de-
fense, which is a strong point of 
our teamwork. But we do need to 
work on communicating more ef-
fectively because when we don’t 
hear each other or understand 
what a teammate is trying to 
do, that’s when things go wrong 
and we lose the ball,” junior 
captain Vanessa Gutierrez said.
      Having won their game 
against Mark Keppel dur-
ing their preseason, the girls 

STARTING STRONG During a varsity girls’ soccer game against 
the Bell Gardens Lancers,  the Lady Moors attain a leading score 
of  2-0 in the first half and end the game with a final score of 3-0.
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   As the gloomy clouds move 
away from the sky, the sun ap-
pears and the temperature rises, 
making it clear that spring is com-
ing and the winter season is com-
ing to an end.  Practicing on the 
field with diligence, the varsity 
boys’ soccer team pushes them-
selves as they have only three 
games left remaining in league.  
   With a current record of 2-5, 
the Moors are currently in fourth 
place in the Almont League 
with hopes in making it into 
the California Interscholastic 

Federation (CIF) preliminaries.  
   Having two wins against the 
Mark Keppel Aztecs and the San 
Gabriel Matadors, the team only 
needs to win one more league 
game to be in the top half of the 
Almont league, which means 
winning half the games and los-
ing the other half.  If the team 
qualifies in the top half of league, 
they are capable of entering CIF 
through a wildcard meaning they 
are not the top three in league, but 
their win-loss percentage is 50.  
  “I think we can make CIF 
through a wildcard, if we focus 
more on the game and give it all 
we have.  We always feel intimi-

dated by the other teams and we 
get nervous and start making mis-
takes, but if we focus and give it 
our best and believe we can win, 
then we will win,” senior forward 
and goalie Patrick Zydziak said.
\  The boys’ currently hold an 
overall record of eight wins, 
eight losses, and four ties.  Be-
cause of the strong preseason, 
the Moor’s overall record is ad-
equate for wild card entry.  With 
two games remaining against 
the Bell Gardens Lancers and 
the San Gabriel Matadors, the 
team strives to practice meticu-
lously so that they win at least 
one of the two remaining games.

were confident and optimistic 
about their chances of  victory 
once again. It has been 20 years 
since both boys and girls varsity 
teams last qualified for prelims, 
and this year the AHS team is 
once again up for the challenge. 
       Knowing that they will be 
losing their senior goalkeeper, 
Macy Chung, after this year, 
many of the underclassman are 
stepping up and learning cleaner 
and faster techniques to keep the 
team just as strong next year. 
      Hoping to end her last season 
with a bang, senior captain Macy 
Chung is excited for the teams 
chances to qualify to CIF finals.
  

Varsity Girls’ Water Polo Battling 
Their Way Toward Postseason

COUNTDOWN As the season quickly approaches its end, the Alham-
bra wrestling team prepares for their final matches before CIF Finals.
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