
Varsity Boys’ Basketball Team 
Starting Strong in Preseason

tinue to work hard and [have] 
our captains provide leader-
ship and focus for our group.”

During Thanksgiving break, 
the Moors hosted “The Moor 
Classic,” inviting teams from 

other districts in Los 
Angeles to compete in 
the tournament. The 
tournament marked 
the start of the sea-
son for the Moors. By 
the end of the week, 
the team found them-
selves with a 4-1 re-
cord, their only loss 
against  the University 
Wildcats. The Moors 

hosted their next game against 
South El Monte Eagles on Fri-
day, Dec. 5. This week, the squad 
will compete in the El Rancho 
Tournament against various 
teams starting with the Marina 
Vikings  on Wednesday, Dec. 10.

SIMEON LAM
Sports Editor

As the first semester comes to 
a close, the fall season has all but 
passed with the winter season 
beginning. The varsity boys’ 
basketball team has already 
begun their season, a year af-
ter losing in the first round of 
the CIF playoffs. Head Coach 
Bryan Gonzalez comes in 
with high expectations since 
they have a few returners.

“We have a group of boys 
who have been in the pro-
gram for four years now. We 
also have some underclass-
men sprinkled in, which I feel 
will make a great combination,” 
Gonzalez said. “I feel [that] we 
are definitely in the top half of our 
league this year once again and 
look to compete for a league title.”

According to Gonzalez, the 

team has a solid combination of 
guards who are scoring threats. 
The squad also includes a skilled 
group of forwards who have 
the strength and size to  make 
opposing defenses struggle. 

As of now, there are seven se-
niors led by captains Cesar 
Gomez and Matthew Aguilar. 

“Strong guard play this year 
will, I think, definitely be one 
of our strengths,” Gonzalez 
said. “Keys will be to con-

Boys’ and Girls’ Cross Country  
Advance to CIF Preliminaries
WILLIAM RODRIGUEZ
Staff Writer

As of Nov. 15, all Alhambra 
cross country uniforms were 
put away after closing off the 
2014 fall season. For some 
varsity members, the post-
season ended soon after the 
California Interscholastic Fed-
eration (CIF) preliminaries.

After her third year of only hav-
ing one of the two varsity teams 
qualify, Head Coach Sandra Ro-
driguez was able to bring along 
the varsity boys’ and girls’ team 
with her this year to CIF Prelims 
at Mount San Antonio College. 

“This is the fourth time I’ve 
brought a team to CIF, but this 
season was special, [because] 
I had both teams with me. In 
the past two seasons, the boys 
missed [placing amongst the 

top three teams at league fi-
nals] by only a few points while 
girls’ qualified both years, but 
I’m glad they made it to CIF 
[this year],” Rodriguez said.

Of the top seven in both the 
boys’ and girls’ teams, the fin-
ishing order was similar to that 
of the 2014 Almont League Fi-
nals. Sophomore Yaneli Guaja-
rdo led the girls’ team, similar 
to Gabriel Castro with boys’. 

Now that cross country is over 
for all members in the team, 
some are taking breaks until 
next season while others are 
switching gears for the upcom-
ing 2015 track and field season. 

According to sophomore 
Kelly Huang, there’s a bit-
tersweet feeling to season be-
ing done and over, but she’s 
glad overall and ready for the 
fall 2015 cross country season.  

Boys’ Water Polo Triumphant 
in Almont League Season
ANHAYTE GUAJARDO
Staff Writer

  It has been six years since the var-
sity boys’ water polo team has had 
the oppor-
tunity to 
play at the 
C a l i f o r -
nia Inter-
scholastic 
Federation 
(CIF) pre-
l i m i n a r -
ies, This 
fall, they 
once again succeeded in making 
it to the first round. The team’s 
league record stood at 2-2 before 
they played the Mark Keppel Az-
tecs. With a 4-2 victory, the Moors 
secured a spot in the playoffs. 
   “We were overjoyed that we beat 
Mark Keppel at first; CIF was just 
the cherry on top at that point. In 
the beginning of the season we 

didn’t even think of making CIF at 
all,” captain Brandon Wong said.
   Although qualifying for CIF 
was not easy, the team agrees it 
was worth the long hours they 

have spent 
working on 
plays and 
v a r i o u s 
techniques, 
and was 
a payoff 
for all the 
hard work 
they have 
i m p l e -

mented through this season. 
   The first round of CIF was held 
on Nov. 11 against Sage Hill 
High School at Granada Park. 
Though the team did not move 
on to the next round, they were 
proud to have made it so far. 
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Varsity Girls’ Soccer Team Aiming For 
Goal Of New Season Alongside New Coach

BRIANA THAI
Staff Writer

With the new season kicking 
in, our varsity girls’ soccer team 
has been working hard and kick-
ing soccer balls on a daily basis. 
Coming back from an undefeat-
ed season, the girls believe they 
can accomplish a lot this season.

Last year, the Lady Moors 
took first in the Almont League  
standings and qualified for the 

first round of California Inter-
scholastic Federation (CIF). Two 
girls tied for Almont League’s 
Most Valuable Player. Although 
the team has already moved up 
a division from last season, the 
Lady Moors strive for more. 
They hope to make it to CIF, 
pass the third round and remain 
undefeated league champions.

“This season will be very differ-
ent without our old coach, but we 
are making the best we can with 

our situation and the new coach,” 
junior Vivyana Prado said.

 Nabor Solis is the new varsity 
coach. Before coaching varsity 
girls’ soccer, he was the JV girls’ 
coach for about four years, and 
had coached the boys’ soccer team 
before. Many of the girls had no 
trouble adjusting to coach Solis.

The girls practice four days 
a week for two to three hours 
at Moor Field. During practice, 
they run, practice passes, ball 
control, defensive and offensive 
plays and play scrimmage, main-
ly focusing on teamwork skills.

“I’m really glad [Solis] is 
our coach because he is an ex-
cellent mentor. He gets along 
with the team and it feels like 
one big family,” junior Chris-
tine Gomez said. “I’m look-
ing forward to [future] games.”

The Lady Moors had their 
first preseason game against San 
Marino on Nov. 25. On Wednes-
day, Dec. 5, the  team defeated 
the South Pasadena Tigers with 
a score of 2-1. However, the 
Lady Moors followed that with 
a loss to the Temple City Rams 
with a score of 0-3 on Dec. 4.

PREPARING FOR VICTORY Despite difficulties with the rainy 
weather, on Dec. 3, Lady Moors varsity soccer managed to pull 
out a win against the South Pasadena Tigers, defeating them 2-1.
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“Strong guard play this 
year will, I think, definite-
ly be one of our strengths,”

-Bryan Gonzalez
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“We were overjoyed that we beat 
Mark Keppel at first, CIF was just 
the cherry on top at that point. “

-Brandon Wong

THROUGH THE HOOPS The Alhambra varsity boys’ basketball team practices meticulously in prepa-
ration for the upcoming season.


