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	 Each	 year	 the	 State	 Board	 of	
Education	 administers	 the	 STAR	
exams	 to	measure	statewide	aca-
demic	 achievement	 and	 hold	
California	 schools	 accountable	
for	 helping	 their	 students	 meet	
the	 state’s	 standards	 for	 educa-
tion.		Scores	are	typically	released	
by	 early	 August,	 but	 the	 public	
release	 of	 this	 year’s	 scores	 saw	
almost	 a	 two-week	 delay	 due	 to	
issues	 regarding	 the	 integrity	 of	
the	test	scores	following	a	breach	
in	security	and	did	not	occur	until	
Aug.	31.		
	 According	 to	 released	 state-
ments	 by	 the	 California	 Depart-
ment	of	Education	(CDE),	the	situ-
ation	stemmed	from	the	use	of	cell	
phone	cameras	to	take	pictures	of	
testing	materials.
	 “Test	security	was	compromised	
when	 students	 posted	 images	 of	
actual	test	questions,	answer	doc-
uments	and	test	booklets	to	social	
networking	sites,”	a	statement	re-
leased	by	the	CDE	said.		
	 As	a	consequence	to	the	breach	
in	 security,	 the	 CDE	 has	 deter-

mined	 that	assessments	and	criti-
cal	 analysis	 had	 to	 be	 done	 to	
determine	the	extent	of	impact	to	
which	 the	 reliability	 of	 the	 2012	
scores	may	have	been	affected.		
	 At	 AHS,	 the	 delayed	 scores	
made	a	strong	impact	on	integral	
procedures,	such	as	class	section-
ing	and	student	placement.		
	 “Because	 the	CST	scores	affect	
students’	 GPAs	 through	 the	 form	
of	 CST	 student	 incentives,	 class	
placements	 and	 sectioning	 were	
also	strongly	 impacted,”	Assistant	
Principal	 of	 Guidance	 Phuong	
Nguyen	said.
	 As	 a	 result	 of	 the	 delayed	
scores,	hundreds	of	students	were	
subjected	 to	 numerous	 schedule	
changes	 in	 the	Math	Department	
alone.	
	 “Since	school	started	in	August	
this	 year,	 and	 the	 scores	 came	
afterwards,	 250	 students	 had	 to	
have	 their	 schedules	 changed,”	
Math	 Department	 Head	 Debora	
Blais	said.	“Also,	because	a	num-
ber	 of	 sections	were	 not	 opened	
due	 to	 the	 scores,	 students	 were	
not	able	to	get	some	classes	such	
as	Algebra	II.”
	 Although	the	school	faced	sev-

eral	tough	challenges	as	a	result	of	
the	delays,	some	students	did	not	
personally	 feel	 strongly	 impacted	
by	the	postponed	scores.		
	 “I	just	don’t	really	think	that	the	
delays	make	a	big	difference	any-
way,”	senior	Ivan	Wong	said.	
	 Other	 students	 feel	 that	 the	
delays	 are	 completely	 warranted	
and	important	 to	ensure	accurate	
reporting	 of	 statewide	 academic	
accountability.
	 “The	delay	was	understandable	
if	 they	 wanted	 accurate	 results,”	
senior	Johnson	Lien	said.
	 Shortly	 following	 the	discovery	
of	 the	 photos	 posted	 online,	 the	
CDE	released	a	statement	inform-
ing	 District	 and	 County	 Superin-
tendents	and	District	Coordinators	
of	 the	 issue	 and	 reminding	 test	
administrators	 of	 key	 regulations	
and	 procedures	 essential	 to	 test	
security.
	 “Although	 I	 cannot	 [speak]	
for	other	 schools,	 I	 think	 that	 the	
teachers	at	our	school	have	a	lot	of	
integrity	and	wouldn’t	let	students	
cheat	on	such	an	important	 test,”	
Blais	said.

AHS	Cheer	Coach	Sarah	Fong	Per-
forms	on	‘America’s	Got	Talent’
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   After years of training and dedi-
cation, Alhambra Cheer Coach 
Sarah Fong, along with acro-
batic stunt bike group All Wheel 
Sports, was among the Top 24 
contestants competing in real-
ity show Americaʼs Got Talent 
(AGT).
 “Not many people get the op-
portunity to be on live television 
in front of millions,” Fong said. 
“Our group was fortunate to get 
as far as we got in the competi-
tion. It was pretty memorable 
being with friends, travelling for 
free and doing what you love.”
    Founded in 1995, All Wheel 
Sports features extreme sports 
and stunts, including BMX bicy-
cle performances, skateboarding 
and aerial acts, which falls into 
AGTʼs Danger Acts category. 
The group has performed in loca-
tions outside of AGT, including 

Knottʼs Berry Farm and Cedar 
Point. As a full-service produc-
tion company, the group custom-
izes performances by highlight-
ing unique styles, with factors 
including concept, casting, cho-
reography and music.
   Unlike traditional stunt perfor-
mances, the group executes vari-
ous stunts simultaneously. Their 
performances in AGT combined 
bike stunts, inline skating and 
dance and cheer stunts.
   After grueling competition, All 
Wheel Sports was eliminated in 
the semifi nals round, which aired 
on Sept. 4.
 “I felt that throughout this 
whole journey, there was a lot of 
support for myself and the team,” 
Fong said. “Itʼs sometimes so sur-
real that being a cheerleader got 
me so far [in life]. As cliche as 
it sounds, donʼt give up on your 
dreams because they can actually 
come true.”

New AUSD Super-
intendent Laura 

Tellez Begins Term 
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 After 42 years of work-
ing for the Alhambra 
Unified School District 
(AUSD), Donna Perez 
retired from her role as 
superintendent on Aug. 
31. Laura Tellez, who has 
worked for the district 
for nine years, stepped 
into her new position 
as superintendent on 
Sept. 1. 
 Although there is a 
new superintendent, 
there will not be 
changes in any 
policies. Tellez 
plans to begin 
her new job by 
maintaining 
s t u d e n t s ’ 
a c a d e m i c 
achievement.
 “We need 
to continue 
the great 
work that is 
being done 
and, if chal-
lenges pres-
ent them-
selves, we 
will work 
t o g e t h e r 
to resolve 
t h e m , ” 
S u p e r i n -
tendent Laura 
Tellez said.
 Tellez has gath-
ered experience in 
the past 35 years 
of her career by 
working in multiple 
school districts 
where the educa-
tors and district 
leaders have influenced 
the way she works.
 “I have been able to 
learn from others what 
strategies are positive 
and most effective, 
[and] I have learned how 
important it is to build 
relationships and how 
important communica-

tion is. Talking through 
issues and listening to 

all sides of the story is cru-
cial in making decisions,” 
Tellez said. “Having worked 
in AUSD for nine years has 
given me the opportunity to 
get to know the wonderful 
people involved with AUSD 
and to be part of a dynamic 
and successful district.”
 Her previous job as As-
sistant Superintendent of 

Human Resources 
of the district 

included hiring 
and disciplin-
ing employ-
ees and ne-
gotiating with 

unions. Now, 
as super-
intendent, 
Te l l ez’s 
r e s p o n -
s i b i l i t i e s 
have ex-
panded.
   “I work 
very close-
ly with 
the school 
b o a r d . 
These five 

indiv iduals 
make the de-
cisions regard-
ing the school 
district. It 
is my job to 
keep them 
i n f o r m e d 

about what is 
going on in the dis-
trict,” Tellez said. “I 
am now responsible 
for students, parent 
concerns, facilities 
and budget.”
 F u r t h e r-
more, Tellez has 

worked closely with 
Perez and plans to follow 

in her lead.
 “Mrs. Perez was a won-
derful leader who was hard-
working, dedicated and fo-
cused on doing what is right 
for the students. I will keep 
that as my focus as I step 
into this position,” Tellez 
said.
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Shooting inside Montery Park 
Shakey’s on Oct. 6, leaves 1 dead

California gas prices hit on all-
time high on Oct. 6-7, since 2008

Child molestor Jerry Sandusky 
sentenced to prison for 30-60 years 

Cancer patient Grace Sung Eun 
Lee fi ghts for the right to die

Mother fi ghts for gay son who 
was denied Eagle award

Harvard University researchers fi nd 
excessive coffee consumption could 

increase risk of developing glaucoma


