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8.75% of Your Life
Anne Frank once said, “Parents can only give good advice or put
them [children] on the right paths, but the final forming of a person’s
character lies in their own hands.” I am not certain how far into the
future she  was looking at, but I cannot deny the truth these words carry.
Now that we are growing up, we have gradually gained some extra responsibilities that are eventually shaping us to be young adults. However,
paying taxes tends to be the last thing any teenager thinks about. The
Moor Weekly has committed to bringing you some important information
on that dreadful day, April 15.
SYLVIA WINSTON

TRIVIA: Did you know...
“The hardest thing in the world is to understand the
income tax,” Albert Einstein said.
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Tax Day falls on April 15 every year unless April 15
lands on a Friday, Saturday or Sunday. If it falls on
Friday, taxes are due the following Monday. If it falls on
the weekend, they are due the following Tuesday.
Benjamin Franklin once said, “There are two things
certain in life: death and taxes.”

QUIZ

----------------------------------------------------------1. Which Roman emperor levied a tax on, of all things,
the collection of urine?
a. Nero
b. Tiberius
c. Augustus
d. Caligula
2. Where in the world would you pay a tax on blueberries?
a. Nova Scotia
b. Maine
c. Ontario
d. Vermont
3. In which country would you have paid a window tax
in the 17th century?
a. England
b. The Netherlands
c. Spain
d. Italy
ANGELA YANG
ANSWERS: 1) A 2 )B 3) A
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that the students will never again. While these subjects are very much important, this
is an example that schools do not always prepare students for what is to come in the real world
and things they will have to do on an everyday basis. For example income taxes returns when a working
citizen makes more than $6,200, the taxes that every working person has to file by April 15 of every
year. These taxes goes towards government and public services for society to function.
“I feel that [students] know the very basics of taxes, but not all they need to know about filing
[taxes],” Business Education teacher Thomas Jelsma said.
There are classes at AHS such as Finance and Accounting that briefly cover the topic of taxes though
not enough to have students be able to file their taxes according to certain restrictions on age and income. The
classes go over the types of taxes in a business environment and not too much about personal income taxes.
“I feel like the only thing that has helped me prepare for any real world financial situations was
taking Finance,” said senior Laura Salazar, “Finance should be a required class in high school so that
we can all have a basic knowledge of what taxes are.”
Schools should look to push more classes that can help students understand this
aspect of life that they will one day face themselves. Sometimes it takes one
change to help better someone else’s life, adding a class or two on the
information of taxes could greatly help the student
SARA HERNANDEZ
body in their later years in life.
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Teen jobs are not anything out of the ordinary and they range anywhere to tutoring from
helping out in local places such as schools, libraries. According to the Boston Globe, about
21 percent of teens with low-income families and 38 percent of teens with household incomes between $100,000 and $150,000 have jobs.
However, with jobs come income and with income comes taxes. Whether or not a students has to file for tax reforms depends on whether they are a dependent according to the
IRS and the income amount. According to the Huffington Post, dependent children have to
file for taxes if they cumulate an income of more than $6,200.
“I work as a tutor for a family and I am not paid enough to have to file for taxes, but if
I was, I feel that it would be really difficult to deal with taxes in general as a high school
student,” sophomore Eden Gotia said.
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