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    Although Veterans Day is celebrated to remember those who fought in 
wars for America, it was initially remembered as the day the Great War (World 
War I) ended. In 1918, President Woodrow Wilson declared the date as “Armi-
stice Day.” Armistice Day initially commemorated the end of fighting between 
the Allies and Germany in World War I — at the 11th hour on the 11th day of the 
11th month, 1918.
    In 1938, “Armistice Day” became a legal holiday, but was then changed to 
honor the cause of world peace and to commemorate the veterans of World 
War I. However, after World War II, it changed once more to honor all American 
veterans who fought in wars. The name was modified to “Veterans Day” by Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower and is now celebrated every November 11th regard-
less of which day of the week it falls on.
     Countries such as Britain, France, Australia and Canada all celebrate holidays 
similar to Veteran’s Day. Although their holidays are known by different names, 
they pay tribute to the nation’s veterans. Every year on November 11th, both 
living and non-living American veterans are celebrated and honored for fighting 
for our country and its citizens.

“Veterans 
Day makes me 

feel proud of all the 
veterans who risked 

their lives for us.”
-Sophomore
Dilagsayini 

Mylvaganam

“As a vet-
eran, [they] have 

already lost so much 
fighting for your coun-

try. They shouldn’t forget 
to take care of their own 
health and safety over us 
and we should all thank 
them for their service.”

-Junior 
Jennifer Fan

Our country’s valiant defendants do not always return home safe and 
sound. On the contrary, they often return battered and worn out. That is why 
many institutions have been created to support veterans and their needs. 
     One organization is the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs (VA), which pro-
vides veterans with monetary compensation for their injuries and illnesses. It also 
provides compensation to family members of veterans who passed away while 
in service or from service-related disabilities. In addition, the VA provides vet-
erans with dental care for injuries sustained while in service and recommends 
various types of therapy for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder . 
     Another well-known organization that aids veterans is the Healing Heroes 
Network. This non-profit organization serves to help veterans with specific needs 
not covered by the VA. Founded by Dr. Allan Spiegel and his wife, Stacey Spie-
gel, the organization has been helping veterans treat PTSD since 2008.
     There is still much work to be done in order to compensate the heroes of this 
country. Their sacrifices have made the U.S. a safer place to live in, but what 
they receive in return may not always be sufficient payment. However, the con-
tributions of many organizations, including the VA and Healing Heroes Network, 
have benefited many veterans and continue to do so.
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For some it is just 
another holiday, but for the rest of the country it is a day where 

tribute to fallen soldiers is paid. Whether you have someone who has served in the past or pres-
ent, the nation comes together on this special day to celebrate their courage and sacrifice. Hopefully, future gen-
erations learn to appreciate what these brave soldiers out on the field have done in order to protect this country. 

Join Erika Cano on November 5th and 7th at the Quad and Third Street as she promotes Veterans 
Day awareness. Hope to see you there, Moors!

A Tribute to the Brave
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* Veterans Day pays tribute to all American 
Veterans-living or dead, but especially giving 
thanks to living Veterans who served their country 
honorably during war and peacetime
  * Red poppy flower is a symbol for Veterans Day
  * 16 million Veterans have served during a time of 
war and 5.5 million have served during peacetime
  * 1,381,584 of military-connected children are 
4-18 years old
  * Nationally 2 million have lived through a par-
ent’s deployment and about 800,000 children 
have lived through two or more deployments
  * Over 2 million children have a mother or a father  
have served in Iraq or Afghanistan
  * Active-duty military students move 3 times more 
frequently than civilian counterparts 
                    Sources: Erika Cano, USC student
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“I am 
thankful for the 

veterans that have 
served in the past or 

are currently serving for 
their great sacrifice!”

-Senior Vanessa 
Lam


