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Staff Editorial: Should Birthright Citizenship in the United States End?

Recently, President Donald
Trump said in an interview that
he would get rid of the use of
birthright citizenship by issu-
ing an executive order, in order
to prevent issues such as anchor
babies and chain immigration.
Many experts, however, explain
that the idea of birthright citizen-
ship is a part of the 14th amend-
ment, thus it cannot be changed
through an executive action alone.

The 14th amendment states that
all persons born or naturalized in
the United States are citizens and
that they have rights as U.S. citi-
zens that cannot be taken away
without the due process of law.
Birthright citizenship is a fair sys-
tem that should be kept due to the
benefits it brings to the country.

While there are people who
might be concerned about this
policy, those that immigrate can
also benefit the country as a whole.
Immigrants in the United States

can help contribute to the work-
force, creating a better econo-
my. Those who are adding to the
workforce would pay taxes, im-
proving the economy further.
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moral aspects of birthright citizen-
ship must be considered as well.
Some may believe that there are
a few pregnant undocumented

impacts,

No:30

women who may try to to take ad-
vantage of this right to give their
children citizenship or to live off
government funding, that is not
the case for most mothers. These

mothers come to the United States
to seek a better opportunity. Some
may have left their country due to
their low socioeconomic status,
while others may be oppressed

within their countries or running
from unstable situations where they
or they children might be harmed.
Their homeland may also be
fraught with danger due to terror-
ist groups or even war. To bar these
refugee or asylum-seeking moth-
ers and their unborn child based on
the grounds that they will be tak-
ing away our resources is immoral.

Overall, the topic of birthright
citizenship is multi-faceted and
should not be viewed only at the
angle of what might be lost. In-
stead of seeing only what is being
given up, the economic oppor-
tunities that the country is gain-
ing should also be considered. On
top of the fiscal aspect, the mo-
rality behind birthright citizen-
ship should be considered as well.

In order to give the new gen-
eration a better opportunity,
birthright citizenship should be
kept and not ended by execu-
tive order or any other means.
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Presented by Alhambra Thespians: Flowers for Algernon

JANET YU

Opinions Editor
As an annual tradition, the Alhambra

High School’s Thespians have pro-
duced a play for the Alhambra com-
munity every November. This year,
they presented a production of Flow-
ers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes.

The show, run by drama teacher
Rachel Snow, focuses on a mentally
challenged man named Charlie Gor-
don (senior Thomas Keenan) who
undertakes intelligence enhancing
surgery from doctors Nemur (sopho-
more Bob Liu) and Strauss (senior
Raquel Acosta). Unfortunately, his
newfound intelligence comes with
detrimental consequences as he learns
about emotions and who he really
is. Charlie yearns for acceptance, es-
pecially with his teacher Alice Kin-
nian (junior Stephany Knapp) and
his estranged parents (seniors Isa-
bella Gamez and Jonathan Fontenot).

In order to help fund the expensive
production, the Thespians have ac-
tively hosted fundraisers including
events at local eateries such as Baja
Cali where audience members could
go for a bite before or after the show.

Some of the notable performances
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of the play incude Keenan, whose in-
credible and tasteful transition from
Charlie’s child-like early stage to his
frustrated intellectual persona left
the audience in awe. Keenan was
able to effectively portray Charlie
and the anguish he felt. However,
some of the kissing scenes with the
always infallable Knapp felt a little
too abrupt or lacking in chemistry.

Another standout performance was
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Brianna Godinez’s turn as the owner
of the bakery that Charlie works at.
Godinez performed with a delightful-
ly crowd-pleasing New York accent.

The technicians behind the scenes
impressed with the lighting and set de-
sign. A particular delight was the way
Charlie’s memories were presented
as a black and white film on the back
wall of the set. The video and sound
cues were run by senior Carelyn Cruz.
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