
Varsity Baseball Starts Preseason Strong, 
Determined to Recapture League Title
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    The finish line for winter sports 
has been reached and the start-
ing line for spring sports has 
come. The varsity track and field 
team has just taken off into their 
p r e s e a s o n .
  On Feb. 28, 
the Moors 
par t ic ipa ted 
in their first 
competition, 
the Downey 
Relays.  Over 
20 schools 
ran a series of 
relay races at 
Downey High.
 “We did ex-
cellent at the 
Downey Re-
lays. Many of 
our teams took medals [home],” 
coach Tracy Fredell said.
The team was optimistic at 
the Downey Relays upon re-
ceiving medals that boost-
ed the team’s confidence.
   “Team attitude is very im-

portant to us. Without team 
attitude, we will not have a 
good race,” long-distance run-
ner William Rodriguez said.
  Everyday, the team practices 
hard for around two hours to pre-
pare for their league season. Each 
section does their best to better 

themselves for 
the upcom-
ing events.
  “We expect to 
do pretty well, 
especially in 
the field events. 
We’ve got a re-
ally good atmo-
sphere going on 
in the team this 
year — a really 
good flavor of 
athletes getting 
along with each 
other. We have 

more people out than we’ve had in 
many years and the people that are 
out are committed,” Fredell said.
  After their meet against South 
Pasadena on Mar. 3, the team 
will next face Rowland Heights 
High School on Mar. 10. 

Varsity Track and Field 
Team Sprints to Preseason 
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THE CATCHERS JV players Alex Mojarro (left) and Andrew Cladera (middle) practice alongside senior 
and varsity player Julian Zermeno (right) in preparation for their game against the Muir Mustangs on 
Friday, Mar. 4. 
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With baseball season upon us, 
there is plenty of optimism in the 
air and for good reason, given 
that the Alhambra varsity base-
ball team is always in the run-
ning to become league champs. 
After failing to win the last 
year’s title for the first time in 10 
years, the team is determined to 
take what they believe is theirs. 
They believe in each other and 
are coming back in full force. 
They have worked extremely 
hard this preseason and are ready 
for the regular season to begin. 

“We went 4-2 in preseason. 
We are determined to win; we 
are ready to claim back what’s 
ours. We plan [to focus on] win-
ning games, playing our game, 
staying within ourselves and 
not trying to do too much,” 
senior Julian Zermeno said. 

They want to make sure they 
play their game and play small 
ball, which involves lots of 
contact hits instead of power 

swings, with solid pitching, 
good defense and well timed hits 
to win games. Winning games 
in preseason has readied the 
Moors to do damage in season. 

“During the preseason, we fo-
cused on being strong defensively, 
hitting the ball with more power 
and bunting. We also have more 
speed so we plan on being aggres-
sive on the bases. We plan on win-
ning games with pitching and a 
good defense. We have improved 
this season with having a deeper 
pitching staff and our defense is 
still solid,” Coach Gewecke said

Winning two games on Sat-
urday against Lynwood High 
School with scores of 9-1 and 2-0 
gives the Moors a quick 2-0 start 
to the season. The results high-
light that they have been playing 
their game. With a strong de-
fense, deep pitching staff, and im-
proved speed, they can be looking 
at another strong season and be in 
the race for another league title.

The Moors next play against 
the Hamilton Yankees on Tues-
day, Mar. 8 in a non-league game.
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   Alhambra High School’s var-
sity softball team has been work-
ing year-round to prepare for 
this season. The team is in very 
good condition but always has 
room for improvement in cer-
tain areas such as offense, de-
fense and team communication.
    With much dedication having 
been put into the preparation for 
the upcoming season, the team 
has very high expectations to do 
well. They also have hopes to be-
come better as a team throughout 
the season with daily teamwork. 
   “My expectations for this sea-
son are to win as many games 

as possible, become one unit 
like a family, and have lots 
of fun playing the game I 
love,” junior Trista Adair said.
     To reach girls’ expectations, the 
Lady Moors’ have a daily routine 
of starting out with stretching, 
followed by warming up in pairs 
by throwing the ball back and 
forth. Once finished warming up 
they do“around the horn” drills 
where the team throws around the 
bases to get ready for offensive 
or defensive practice. Offensive 
practice consists of hitting and 
improving hand-eye coordination 
whereas defensive practice con-
sists of team plays to ensure get-
ting running players out at bases.
  “The girls have been play-

ing year round and it has really 
helped them a lot and put them 
ahead of where they need to be. 
Right out of the gate we should 
be able to be very competitive 
with the other teams,” Head Var-
sity Coach John Hernandez said. 
  The softball team’s season be-
gins on Mar. 1 against San Ma-
rino High School. The team 
well prepared with 16 players all 
ready to go for starting positions. 
The Lady Moors softball team 
has very good odds of an ex-
ceptional season ahead of them.
   Their next game is an away  
match on Mar. 8 against 
the Temple City Rams.

Varsity Softball Have High Hopes for Upcoming Season

   One of the strongest beliefs in this generation is the support of same-sex marriage and LGBT rights. 
In fact, according to the Huffington Post, 61 percent of Americans hold this belief, with over 78 per-
cent of those under the age of 30 sharing this view. However, those over the age of 30 only support this 
cause 41 percent of the time. When this belief is obstructed, society is quick to criticize each individual. 
Take, for example, famous boxer Manny Pacquiao, who recently made some harsh com-
ments against this topic. He was quoted saying that gay relationships were “worse 
than animals,” citing the Bible and stating no animals have same-sex relations. 
 Almost instantly, Pacquiao came under fire. From criticism from athletes to Nike end-
ing their contract with Pacquiao, there were plenty of reactions from his words. 
It felt as if the whole world was against Pacquiao for expressing his beliefs. 
While many disagree with Pacquiao, we must realize that everyone is entitled to their opinion, whether 
it be because of political or religious beliefs. It is true that he could have phrased it more sensitively  that 
would have made it a much less of a big deal. Still, it is often monumentally hard for many to agree 
to disagree, which is seen through Nike dropping Pacquiao’s contract. The chain reaction portrays how 
society and the media can tend to make opinionated words seem much greater than they actually are. 
  In essence, it comes down to one person’s words against another’s. Big deal - it’s time to move 
on since these arguments happen on a daily basis. The bigger picture is how we portray these ath-
letes. Before this setback, many looked up to Pacquiao as a hero. Yet, this is the cold reality and a re-
minder that these famous athletes that we follow daily are not always the people we want them 
to be. They each hold their own beliefs and whether they choose to share them with us is their choice. 
    But as for us, do we really want to know every belief of our favorite players? Imagine a world in which 
all of the athletes we love express beliefs in a harsh way like this. It would be chaos, considering that many 
NBA stars, for example, are professed Christians who do not believe in same-sex marriage. Athletes are 
still normal people after all, and they should not be held to a higher standard. Their personal beliefs should 
not be subject to scrutiny and criticism. If anything, it’s important to remember that every comment no 
matter how harsh or insensitive is still a opinion that we must respect no matter the message it conveys. 
One can criticize but only to an extent of disagreement. Attacking a single individual’s character is mor-
ally incorrect and it is important that we be mindful of the fine line between criticism and defamation. 

SIMEON LAM 
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Manny pacquiao’s 
Anti-Gay Remarks 
Spark Criticism

JUMPING INTO SEASON Varsity senior Joyce Chong practices her 
high jump before Alhambra’s first meet against South Pasadena High 
School on Mar. 3.
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“We expect to do pretty 
well, especially in the field 
events. We’ve got a really 
good atmosphere going on 

in the team this year...”

- Tracy Fredell, coach
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